《Bullinger’s Companion Bible Notes – Psalms (Vol. 2)》(E.W. Bullinger)
76 Psalm 76 

Verse 1
Title. A Psalm. Hebrew. mizmor. App-65. 

Song. Hebrew. shir. App-65. 

of Asaph = by Asaph. The fifth of the twelve Asaph Psalms. App-63. Psalms 76:1, Psalms 76:5, Psalms 76:8, and Psalms 76:11 are in the third person. Psalms 76:4, Psalms 76:7, Psalms 76:10 and are in the second person. The Structure is determined by the two Selahs; and points to the historic event, the taking of Jebus by David (2 Samuel 5:4-9) 960B.C. 

Judah. Great emphasis on the locality. Note the three terms, Judah, Salem, Zion, and "there" (Psalms 76:3). 

God. Hebrew. Elohim. App-4. 

known = made known, or making Himself known. 

Israel. Named because the taking of Jebus was in connection with David"s taking of the throne of Israel. 

Verse 2
Salem. The ancient Jebusite name for Jerusalem. Compare Genesis 14:18. Hebrews 7:1, Hebrews 7:2. 

is = is come; or is setup. 

tabernacle: i.e. David"s tabernacle on Zion. in Psalms 18:11 = pavilion, or dwelling. Hebrew. sukkah, not "ohel. 

Zion. This is where David"s tabernacle was set up after the taking of Jebus. Compare 2 Samuel 5:6-10; 2 Samuel 5:6; 2 Samuel 7:1, 2 Samuel 7:2, &c. See App-68. Zion had no place in history till this event. 

Verse 3
There. Emphatic. Hebrew. sham. Compare Genesis 2:8. Exodus 40:3 (therein). Deuteronomy 1:39 (thither). 2 Chronicles 6:11 (in it). 

brake He = hath He broken in pieces. 

battle. Put by Figure of speech Metonymy (of Adjunct), for other weapons used in battle. 

Selah. Connecting the Jebusite defeat with God Who gave it; and passing on from the third person to the second. See App-66. Note the emphasis on "Thou". 

Verse 4
mountains of prey. The great mountain (Zion) which had become a prey: i.e. a prey seized, as in next verse; the mighty men bad become a spoil, or been plundered. 

Verse 5
none . . . found their hands. Idiom for helplessness. Like losing heart or finding heart (2 Samuel 7:27). 

men. Hebrew. "enosh. App-14. 

Verse 6
God of Jacob. See note on Psalms 75:9. 

Both the chariot and horse are cast into a dead sleep. Septuagint, Syriac, and Vulg, read "the horsemen are stunned". 

cast into a dead sleep. One word in Hebrew = stunned. 

Verse 9
meek = the patient oppressed ones. 

Selah. Connecting God"s judgment on Jebusites, and making it a ground of praise. See App-66. 

Verse 10
man. Hebrew. "adam. App-14. 

Verse 11
pay unto. Figure of speech Ellipsis (App-6) = "pay [thy vows] unto". 

the LORD. Hebrew. Jehovah. App-4. 

presents. Plural of majesty: i.e. a great or ceremonial present. 

Verse 12
spirit. Hebrew. ruach. App-9. 

77 Psalm 77 

Verse 1
To the chief Musician. See App-64. 

to Jeduthun. See App-65. 

Title. A Psalm. Hebrew. mizmor. App-65. 

of Asaph = for Asaph. The sixth of the twelve Asaph Psalms. App-63. 

God. Hebrew. Elohim. App-4. 

He gave ear. Inf. = "to give ear". Therefore supply Ellipsis (App-6): "He [condescended] to give ear". 

Verse 2
the LORD*. One of the 134 places where the Sopherim altered Jehovah to Adonai. See App-32. 

My sore ran. Hebrew hand was outstretched: i.e. in prayer. 

ceased not: i.e. to be outstretched. 

My soul = I (emphatic). 

Verse 3
complained = communed [with myself]. 

my spirit = I (emphatic). Hebrew. ruach. App-9. 

Selah. Connecting this self-introspection with its sure result misery. See App-66. 

Verse 4
eyes = eyelids; or, Thou keepest mine eyelids from closing. 

Verse 6
my song. Note that the whole of this member (verses: Psalms 77:1-6) is occupation with self. 

Verse 7
Will . . . ? Figure of speech Erotesis, emphasizing the consequence of this introspection. It is continued through the whole of this member (verses: Psalms 77:7-9). 

Verse 8
mercy = lovingkindness, or grace. 

promise = word. Put by Figure of speech Metonymy (of Cause), App-6, for the promise given by it. 

Verse 9
GOD. Hebrew El. App-4. 

Selah. Connecting all this misery with the only sure remedy occupation with God: and passing from "I" and "my" to "Thou" and "Thy". (App-66.) 

Verse 10
right hand. Figure of speech Anthropopatheia. App-6. 

the MOST HIGH. Hebrew. Elyon. App-4. 

Verse 11
the works = doings. 

THE LORD. Hebrew Jah. App-4. 

wonders. Hebrew work. Some codices, with Aramaean, Septuagint, Syriac, and Vulgate, read "wonders": i.e. wonderful ways or works. 

Verse 12
work. Some codices, with Aramaean, Septuagint, Syriac, and Vulgate, read "works" (plural) 

Verse 13
the sanctuary. Only here, in God"s presence, is found peace and happiness. 

Who . . . ? Figure of speech Erotesis (App-6), for emphasis. This is the cry resulting from occupation with God. Even the cry of His saints. See note on Exodus 15:11. 

Verse 14
declared = made known. 

people = peoples. 

Verse 15
Joseph. Because his sons were not the direct sons of Jacob. 

Selah. Connecting the redemption from Egypt with the accomplishment of it as recorded in "the scriptures of truth". See App-66. 

Verse 16
The waters. Figure of speech Epizeuxis (App-6), for emphasis: i.e. the waters of the Nile, and the Red Sea (Exodus 14:21-31). 

The depths. Not referring to the "abyss" of Babylonian mythology, which was a corruption of primitive truth (Genesis 1:2), but the Red Sea emphasized in the preceding clause. 

Verse 17
clouds = the thick or dark clouds. 

arrows. Put by Figure of speech Metonymy (of Adjunct), App-6, for lightnings, mentioned below. 

Verse 18
was in the heaven. Hebrew. galgal = rolled along. 

The. Septuagint, Syriac, and Vulg, read "Thy". 

lightened = illumined. 

Verse 19
is = was. 

the sea. Not the sea-monster, the Ti"amat of Babylonian mythology, but the Red Sea mentioned above. See note on "The depths", Psalms 77:16. 

path. Hebrew text = "paths"; but some codices, with five early printed editions, as in Authorized Version. 

footsteps = footprints: i.e. when the waters return to their place. 

Verse 20
Moses and Aaron. Only here in this third book. 

78 Psalm 78 

Verse 1
Title. Mascbil = Instruction. The tenth of thirteen so named. See note on Title, Psalm 82, and App-65. 

of Asaph = by, or for Asaph. Asaph was a "seer" or prophet (2 Chronicles 29:30). This Psalm is concerning the choosing a site for the Sanctuary. The seventh of the twelve Asaph Psalms. App-63. 

ears. Hebrew text = ear. Some codices, with Aramaean and Syriac, read "ears". 

Verse 2
I will open, &c. Quoted in Matthew 13:35. 

parable . . . dark sayings. Compare Psalms 49:5. Same words. The Psalm has a moral: showing that Divine history contains more than appears on the surface. 

Verse 3
known = come to know. 

Verse 4
children = sons. 

Shewing = Recounting. 

the LORD. Hebrew. Jehovah. App-4. 

wonderful works = wonders. Compare Psalms 77:11, Psalms 77:14. 

Verse 5
commanded our fathers. Compare Exodus 10:2; Exodus 12:26, Exodus 12:27; Exodus 13:8-10, Exodus 13:14, Exodus 13:15. Deuteronomy 4:9; Deuteronomy 6:7, Deuteronomy 6:20, &c. 

Verse 7
God. Hebrew. Elohim. App-4. 

GOD. Hebrew El. App-4. 

Verse 8
rebellious. Compare Deuteronomy 9:24; Deuteronomy 31:27. 

spirit. Hebrew. ruach. App-9. 

with. Some codices, with six early printed editions, read "toward". 

Verse 9
Ephraim. The mention of Ephraim is not "perplexing". See explanation in next verse, and in the events of Judges 12:1-6; Judges 12:17, Judges 12:18 : viz. the introduction of idolatry. It is sin which is spoken of. See Psalms 78:57, "deceitful bow". Compare Hosea 7:16; Hosea 10:6-8. 

carrying bows: i.e. though equipped as bowmen, yet were faithless. This is transferred to the moral application. 

Verse 10
kept not. See note on Psalms 78:9. 

Verse 12
Zoan. See note on Exodus 1:10. 

Verse 13
divided. Compare Exodus 14:21. 

as an heap. Compare Exodus 14:22; Exodus 15:8. 

Verse 14
led them. Compare Exodus 13:21; Exodus 14:24; and note the correspondence of 13-16 with 52-55, in the Structure above. 

Verse 15
clave. Hebrew. baka" (in Piel), implying repeated cleaving. 

rocks. Hebrew. zur. Same word as in Ex. 17. The two events brought together here. 

drink as out of. Some codices, with seven early printed editions, read "drink in the". 

Verse 17
sinned. Hebrew. chata". t

he MOST HIGH. Hebrew. Elyon. App-4. Compare Psalms 78:35, and Psalms 77:10. 

Verse 18
lust = soul. Hebrew. nephesh. App-13. 

Verse 19
spake against. Compare Numbers 11:4-6. 

Verse 22
trusted not = confided not. Hebrew. batah. App-69. 

Verse 23
clouds = skies. 

opened the doors. Figure of speech Anthropopatheia. App-6. Compare Genesis 7:11. 

Verse 24
manna. Bread; not "the drops of the tarfu or tamarisk tree", as alleged. See John 6:31, John 6:49-51. 

of heaven: i.e. from heaven; not from trees. 

Verse 25
angels" food = bread of the mighty ones. Septuagint, Syriac, Arabic, Ethiopic, with Targums, render it "bread of angels". The "of" may be Genitive of Agent. See App-17. 

Verse 27
rained. As in Psalms 78:24. 

as the sand. Figure of speech Paroemia. App-6. 

Verse 30
not estranged = not turned away from. 

their lust. What they had longed for. 

Verse 31
The wrath, &c. Compare John 3:36. Ephesians 5:6. Colossians 3:6. 

Verse 32
For all this = In, or amid all this. 

Verse 33
in vanity = in a breath. i.e. the whole generation of men quickly died out. Compare Numbers 14:29, Numbers 14:35; Numbers 26:64, Numbers 26:65. 

Verse 35
THE HIGH GOD. Hebrew "El "Elyon . = EL MOST HIGH. 

redeemer. Hebrew. ga"al. See note on Exodus 6:6; Exodus 13:13. 

Verse 36
tongues. Hebrew = tongue (singular) 

Verse 37
covenant. If that of Exodus 34:5-10, then note the reference to it in Psalms 78:38, below. 

Verse 38
iniquity. Hebrew "avah. App-44. 

destroyed = laid waste. 

Verse 39
He remembered. Figure of speech Anthropopatheia. Compare "They forgat", Psalms 78:11. 

flesh. Compare Genesis 6:3; Genesis 8:21. Psalms 103:14-16. 

A wind. Hebrew. ruach. App-9. 

Verse 40
How oft. Ten times at least in the first two years (Numbers 14:22). 

Verse 41
turned back: i.e. again and again. 

limited. Hebrew. tavah, to set a mark (Ezekiel 9:4), the only other occurrence of the Hiphil; hence, to set a limit. 

the Holy One of Israel. This title occurs only three times in the Psalms: here (Psalms 78:41); in the last Davidic Psalm of the second book (Psalms 71:22); and in the last Psalm of this third book (Psalms 89:18). 

Verse 42
They remembered not. Contrast Psalms 78:39, "He remembered". 

delivered. Hebrew. padah, as in Exodus 13:13. 

Verse 43
signs in Egypt. The Psalm, verses: Psalms 78:44-51, does not profess to give a list of the "ten plagues"; so that there is no ground for the assumption as to only a "Jehovist" document being known to the writer. He selects according to his special purpose. He names the first and the last, and omits the third (lice), fifth (murrain), sixth (boils), and the ninth (darkness). 

Verse 44
turned their rivers. The first plague (Exodus 7:17, &c). 

Verse 45
flies. The fourth plague (Exodus 8:21). 

frogs. The second plague (Exodus 8:5, Exodus 8:6). 

Verse 46
caterpiller = corn locust. A more specific word than Exodus 10:1-20. It occurs in Joel 1:4; Joel 2:25. 

labour. Put by Figure of speech Metonymy (of Cause), App-6, for the fruit of labour. 

Verse 47
destroyed = killed. 

hail. The seventh plague (Exodus 9:18). 

frost. Word occurs nowhere else. Probably = hailstones. 

Verse 48
hot thunderbolts: or lightnings (Exodus 9:23). 

Verse 49
sending = letting loose. 

evil angels. In distinction from "demons". Compare 1 Timothy 4:1, where both are mentioned. Compare Exodus 12:23. 2 Samuel 24:16. 

Verse 50
made = pondered, or weighed. Compare Proverbs 4:26; Proverbs 5:6, Proverbs 5:21. Contrast Isaiah 26:7. 

soul. Hebrew. nephesh. App-13. 

Verse 51
strength = strengths (plural) Manly vigour. Put by Figure of speech Metonymy (of Adjunct), App-6, for the firstborn. Compare Genesis 49:3. Deuteronomy 21:17. Psalms 105:36. 

tabernacles = tents. Hebrew. "ohel. App-40. 

Ham = Egypt. Compare Psalms 105:23, Psalms 105:27; Psalms 106:22. 

Verse 52
wilderness. Compare Isaiah 63:11-14. 

Verse 53
led = gently led. compare verses: Psalms 78:13-16. 

overwhelmed. Compare Exodus 14:27; Exodus 15:10. 

Verse 54
His sanctuary: i.e. Zion. See App-68. 

this mountain: viz. the one in the writer"s view; not in "the memory of an exile in Babylon". 

Verse 55
heathen = nations. 

by line. Sometimes this is put by Figure of speech Metonymy (of Cause), for the inheritance itself which was measured off by it. Compare Psalms 19:4. 

Verse 56
the MOST HIGH. Hebrew. "eth "Elohim "Elyon. App-4. 

Verse 57
turned back. See the Structure (17-20 and 56-58). 

a deceitful bow: disappointing the bowman. Compare Hosea 7:16. 

graven images. Same word as Deuteronomy 7:5. Includes all images, whether carved, graven, or molten. 

Verse 59
When God heard this, He. There is no "When" in the Hebrew Render: "God heard this, and He was wroth"

heard. Figure of speech Anthropopatheia. App-6. 

Verse 60
tabernacle = habitation. Hebrew. mishkan. App-40(2). 

Shiloh. Compare Judges 18:1, Judges 18:31; 1 Samuel 4:3. 

men. Hebrew. adam. 

Verse 61
strength. One of the names for the Ark of the Covenant (Compare Psalms 63:2; Psalms 132:8). See notes on Exodus 25:22. 1 Chronicles 13:3. 

glory. Another name for the Ark (1 Samuel 4:22). 

Verse 62
unto the sword. Compare 1 Samuel 4:10. 

Verse 63
were not given to marriage = were not praised: i.e. had no marriage song. 

Verse 64
priests. Compare 1 Samuel 4:11. 

Verse 65
the LORD*. One of the 134 places where the Sopherim changed "Jehovah" to "Adonai". See App-32. 

as one out of sleep. Supply Ellipsis (App-6) = "as one [awaketh] out of sleep". 

Verse 66
the hinder parts = rear, or backward. 

Verse 67
chose not. Ephraim did not lose inheritance, but lost precedence, which was transferred to Judah. 

Verse 68
which He loved. The proof of which was the removal of the Ark to Zion. 

Verse 69
Like the earth. Some codices, with two early printed editions, Septuagint, Syriac, and Vulgate, read (Beth = in) instead of (Kaph = like) = "In the land". 

Verse 70
chose David. Compare 1 Samuel 16:11, 1 Samuel 16:12. This is the climax of the Psalm. 

Verse 71
To feed = To shepherd. 

To feed Jacob. Compare 2 Samuel 7:7, 2 Samuel 7:8. 

His people. Some codices, with Septuagint and Vulgate, read "His servant". 

Israel. Note the two names: Jacob, the natural seed; Israel, the spiritual seed. See notes on Genesis 32:28; Genesis 43:6; Genesis 45:26, Genesis 45:28. 

Verse 72
skilfulness = discernment, or understanding. 

79 Psalm 79 

Verse 1
Title. A Psalm. Hebrew mizmor. See App-65. 

of Asaph. The eighth of the twelve Asaph Psalms. Compare Psalms 74, the second of the third book. See App-10. The Psalm is said to have "hardly any regular strophical divisions". But see the Structure above. 

God. Hebrew. Elohim. App-4. 

heathen = nations. 

holy. See note on Exodus 3:5. 

temple. See 1 Kings 14:25, 1 Kings 14:26; 2 Chronicles 12:2-10. Pillaged, but not destroyed. 

on heaps = in ruins. Compare the prophecy in Micah 3:12. 

Verse 2
saints = men of Thy lovingkindness, or gracious ones, or beloved. 

Verse 3
shed = poured out. Compare same word in Psalms 79:6. 

Verse 5
How long . . . ? Figure of speech Erotesis. App-6. Compare (Psalms 79:5) with (Psalms 79:10). 

Verse 6
Pour out. Figure of speech Anthropopatheia. App-6. See note on "shed", Psalms 79:3. 

not known Thee. Compare Jeremiah 10:25. 

Verse 7
they have. So some codices, with Aramaean, Septuagint, Syriac, and Vulgate. Compare Jeremiah 10:25. But other codices read "he hath": i.e. the enemy. 

Jacob. Put by Figure of speech Metonymy (of Subject), App-6, for the riches of his descendants. 

dwelling place = pasture. 

Verse 8
iniquities. Hebrew. "avah. App-44. 

prevent us = come to meet us. Eng. usage changed. Original sense obsolete. 

Verse 9
purge away = cover, or atone for. Hebrew. kaphar. See note on Exodus 29:33. 

Thy name"s sake = Thine own sake. See Psalms 20:1. 

Verse 10
Wherefore . . . ? Figure of speech Erotesis. App-6. Compare Psalms 79:5. 

By. Supply Ellipsis from the preceding line: "[Let] the avenging . . . [be known]", &c. 

Verse 11
Thy power. Hebrew Thine arm. Put by Figure of speech Metonymy (of Effect), App-6, for the power contained in and put forth by it. By Figure of speech Anthropopatheia (App-6), an "arm" attributed to God. 

preserve = reserve. 

those that are appointed to die = sons of death. Genitive of Relation. Compare Romans 8:36. 

Verse 13
To the chief Musician. See App-64. 

80 Psalm 80 

Verse 1
upon Shoshannim-Eduth. The testimony relating to the Feast of the second Passover (Numbers 9:5-14. Compare 2 Chronicles 29:25-35; 2 Chronicles 30:23. The other of the two Psalmsthus called is Psalm 59. See App-65.

Verse 2
Before. A special various reading called Sevir (App-34) reads "For the sons of". 

Ephraim and Benjamin and Manasseh. Note the Figure of speech Polysyndeton App-6), calling our attention to these three. They were descended from Rachel, and marched together in the rear (Numbers 2:18-22). As Judah, Issachar, and Zebulun marched in the van, the Ark (the symbol of God"s presence) led them as a Shepherd (Psalms 78:13-16, Psalms 78:52-55. John 10:4, John 10:5). 

Verse 3
Turn us again. Figure of speech Cycloides (App-6) governing the Structure. Compare verses: Psalms 80:7, Psalms 80:19. Not from captivity, but from idolatry to the true worship. 

God. Hebrew. Elohim. App-4. Note the significant order: Psalms 80:3, "O God"; Psalms 80:7, "O God of hosts"; Psalms 80:19, "0 Jehovah, God of hosts". This Divine order rebukes our own loose use of the Divine titles; and shows us the importance of noting their Divine use, not heeding modern hypotheses. 

Verse 4
O LORD God of hosts. Hebrew. Jehovah.Elohim Zebaioth. See note on 1 Samuel 1:3. Not common in the Psalms, but occurring in Psalms 59:6 and Psalms 84:8. 

How long . . . ? Figure of speech Erotesis. App-6. 

Verse 6
laugh among themselves. Some codices, with Septuagint, Syriac, and Vulgate, read "have mocked at us". 

Verse 7
to shine. Compare Numbers 6:25. 

Verse 8
a vine. Compare Isaiah 5:1-7; Isaiah 27:2-6. Jeremiah 2:21; Jeremiah 12:10. Psalms 80:11 connects Joseph and Genesis 49:22. 

heathen = nations. 

Verse 10
the goodly cedars = mighty cedars. Hebrew "cedars of El". App-4. 

Verse 11
the sea: i.e. the Mediterranean. 

branches = roots, or suckers. 

the river: i.e. the Euphrates. 

Verse 12
Why . . . ? Figure of speech Erotesis (App-6), for emphasis. 

Verse 13
the wood = forest. The Hebrew word for forest here (miyya"ar), has the letter Ayin suspended (see note on Judges 18:30). This is the second of four such suspended letters (the other two being Job 38:13, Job 38:15). Read with this letter, the word means "forest"; without it, and with an Aleph instead, it is miyy"ar, "river". The ancient Jewish interpreters took this suspended letter as denoting that, when innocent, Israel would be assailed only by a power weak as a river animal; but, when guilty, it would be destroyed by a power as strong as a land animal. Until the Roman power arose (whose military ensign was the "boar"), it was understood as "river" (meaning Egypt); but afterward the Septuagint, Chaldee, and Vulg, read "forest". 

Verse 14
Return. Compare verses: Psalms 80:3, Psalms 80:7, Psalms 80:19, and see the Structure above. 

and. Note the Figure of speech Polysyndeton (App-6) for emphasis. Almost an Ellipsis = "[once more] look down, [once more] behold, [once more] visit". 

Verse 15
And the. Supply the Ellipsis (App-6), "And [protect] the". 

branch = son. Some codices, with Septuagint, Syriac, and Vulgate, read "son of man", as in Psalms 80:17. 

Verse 17
upon: or over. 

man. Hebrew "ish. App-14. 

son of man = son of Adam. Hebrew. "adam. App-14. See note on Ezekiel 2:1. 

Verse 18
Quicken = make alive, restore, revive. 

Verse 19
O LORD, &c. See note on Psalms 80:3 and Psalms 80:7. 

81 Psalm 81 

Verse 1
To the chief Musician. See App-64. 

upon Gittith = relating to the (Art.) wine-press, or the autumn Festival of Tabernacles; or to the vine and the vineyard, which are the subjects of the Psalm. See App-65. 

Title. of Asaph. The tenth of the twelve Asaph Psalms. App-63. Relating to the worship of the Sanctuary. 

God. Hebrew. Elohim. App-4. 

Jacob. See Psalms 75:9. 

Verse 2
Take a psalm. = Raise a song. 

timbrel. Hebrew. toph. See note on Exodus 15:20. 

psaltery = lute. 

Verse 3
trumpet. Hebrew. shophar. See note on Numbers 10:2. 

day. Some codices, with two early printed editions, Aramaean, and Syriac, read "days" (plural): i.e. festivals. 

Verse 5
This. No Hebrew for "This". 

He: i.e. God. 

out = forth. 

through = before: i.e. in the sight of. Compare Numbers 33:3. 

I = I [Israel]. 

Verse 6
I = I [God]. 

pots = baskets. Depicted in Egyptian paintings as being used in brickmaking. Not same word as Psalms 68:13, though the same things referred to. Compare 2 Kings 10:7. 

Verse 7
in, or from. 

proved. Compare Exodus 17:6. Numbers 20:1-13. 

Selah. Connecting the merciful deliverance with the reason why Israel should hearken. See App-66. 

Verse 9
strange = foreign, or foreigner"s. 

strange god = god of the foreigner. Not the same as above. For the former, See Psalms 44:20. Isaiah 43:12; for the latter, Deuteronomy 32:12. 

god. Hebrew. "el. App-4. 

Verse 10
the LORD thy God. Hebrew. Jehovah.thy Elohim. App-4. The title of the Lawgiver. 

Verse 11
would none of Me = had no mind for Me. 

Verse 12
gave them up = let him (Israel) go on. The greatest judgment God could have given them; or give us. 

lust = stubbornness. 

Verse 13
Oh . . . ! Figure of speech Eonismos. . 

walked. Plural. 

Verse 14
soon. See note on "almost", Proverbs 5:14. 

Verse 15
haters of the LORD: i.e. Israel"s enemies. 

the LORD. Hebrew. Jehovah. App-4. 

Verse 16
should I have satisfied thee. Some codices read "would I satisfy him". Septuagint, Syriac, and Vulgate, read "would He satisfy him". 

82 Psalm 82 

Verse 1
Title. A Psalm. Hebrew. mizm6r. App-65. 

of Asaph. The eleventh of the twelve Asaph Psalms. 

God. Hebrew. Elohim. App-4. 

standeth: i.e. officially. 

the congregation of the mighty = GOD"S (Hebrew El. App-4. IV) assembly (in its civil aspect). 

gods. Elohim: used of earthly judges as representing Him. Compare Exodus 21:6; Exodus 22:8, Exodus 22:9, Exodus 22:28 (quoted in Acts 23:5). Hence, Moses is so spoken of (Exodus 7:1). (It is used also of idols as representing even a false god.) See John 10:34, John 10:35. 

Verse 2
accept the persons. Compare Leviticus 19:15. Proverbs 18:5. 2 Chronicles 19:7. 

wicked = lawless. Hebrew. rasha". App-44. 

Selah. Connecting the indictment with the command to judge righteously. See App-66. 

Verse 3
Defend = Vindicate. Compare verses: Psalms 82:1, Psalms 82:2. 

the poor = oppressed. Hebrew. "ebyon = a helpless or expectant one. See note on Proverbs 6:11. 

Verse 5
They = The oppressed. 

will = can. 

on = to and fro. 

Verse 6
I have said. Compare Exodus 22:9, Exodus 22:28. John 10:34, John 10:35. 

children = sons. Compare Luke 6:35. 

the MOST HIGH. Hebrew. Elyon. App-4. 

Verse 7
men. Hebrew. "adam. App-14. 

princes. Compare Numbers 16:2, Numbers 16:35. 

Verse 8
judge = judge Thou. 

nations = the nations. 

83 Psalm 83 

Verse 1
Title. A Song. Hebrew. shir. App-65. Psalm. Hebrew. mizmor. App-65. 

of Asaph. The last of the twelve Asaph Psalms. Probably Jahaziel"s: compare 2 Chronicles 20:14, 2 Chronicles 20:19-21, the Psalm being written on that occasion (about 804 B. C), and 2 Chronicles 20:22-36 being the answer to this prayer. Compare Psalms 83:12 with 2 Chronicles 20:11; and verses: Psalms 83:17, Psalms 83:18 with 2 Chronicles 20:29. 

Keep not. Hold not. Figure of speech Tapeinosis. 

God. Hebrew. Elohim. 

GOD. Hebrew El. App-4. 

Verse 2
make a tumult = roar like the waves of the sea, as in Psalms 46:3. 

lifted up the head. Put by Figure of speech Metonymy (of Adjunct), for acting presumptuously. Compare Psalms 3:3; Psalms 27:6. Judges 8:28. 

Verse 4
from being a nation = that they be no more a nation. Compare Jeremiah 48:2. Isaiah 7:8. 

Verse 5
are confederate = have solemnized a covenant. against Thee. Not only against Thy People (Psalms 83:3). 

Verse 6
tabernacles = tents. Hebrew. "ohel. See App-40. 

Edom. Note the tenfold confederation of enemies in verses: Psalms 83:6-9, followed by the sevenfold destruction in verses: Psalms 83:10-12; the two making the number 17, the sum of the two numbers (10 ordinal perfection or completeness, and 7 spiritual perfection): 17 being the seventh prime number. Thus the three numbers correspond with the conspiracy of man, and judgment of God. See App-10. 

Verse 8
children = sons. 

Selah. Connecting these two things together, the former being that which calls forth the prayer: and connecting the past confederacy with the future one of the "ten kingdoms" and the same Divine destruction. 

Verse 9
Midianites. Compare Judges 7:22. 

Sisera. Compare Judges 4:15. 

Jabin. Compare Judges 4:23. 

Verse 10
earth = ground, or soil. Hebrew. "adamah. See note on Isaiah 25:10. 

Verse 11
Oreb Compare Judges 7:25. 

Zeeb. Compare Judges 7:25. 

Zebah. Compare Judges 8:5, Judges 8:21. 

Zalmunna. Compare Judges 8:5, Judges 8:21. 

Verse 12
houses = pleasant pastures. Hebrew. ne"oth (plural) Same word as in Psalms 23:2; Psalms 65:12. 

possession = inheritance. Compare 2 Chronicles 20:11. 

Verse 13
wheel. Hebrew. galgal, a rolling thing. Probably the wild artichoke, which throws out branches of equal length, and, when ripe and dry, breaks off at the root, and is carried by the wind, rolling like a wheel over the plains. Compare Isaiah 17:13; where it is again used with "chaff", and rendered "a rolling thing" (margin thistledown). 

stubble = straw. Hebrew. kash = the dry haulm of grain, which is carried about by the wind like the galgal. 

wind. Hebrew. ruach. App-9. 

Verse 15
persecute = pursue. 

Verse 16
their: i.e. the enemies. 

they: i.e. Israel, or Thy People. 

LORD. Hebrew. Jehovah. App-4. 

Verse 17
them: i.e. the enemies. 

Verse 18
men: Israel. 

JEHOVAH. One of three places where, in Authorized Version, this name is transliterated and printed in large capital letters (small in Revised Version) See App-48. Compare Exodus 6:3 and Isaiah 26:4. 

MOST HIGH. Hebrew. Elyon. App-4. 

84 Psalm 84 

Verse 1
Title. A Psalm. Hebrew. mismor. See App-65. 

for the sons of Korah = of, &c. The seventh of nine so ascribed. See note on Psalm 42, and App-63. 
How . . . ! Figure of speech. Ecphdnlsis. App-6. 

amiable = beloved. 

tabernacles = habitations. Hebrew. mishkan (App-40). Perhaps referring to the Mosaic (at Gibeon), and the Davidic (on Zion). 

LORD of hosts. Hebrew. Jehovah Sabaioth. App-4. See note on 1 Samuel 1:3.

Verse 2
My soul longeth = I, even I myself, long. Hebrew. nephesh (App-13), for emphasis. courts. Corresponding with "altars" (Psalms 84:3). See the Structure. 

the LORD. Hebrew. Jehovah. App-4. 

GOD. Hebrew El. App-4. 

Verse 3
Yea, the sparrow, &c. These two lines are placed within a parenthesis. 

sparrow: or bird. 

nest. Not in the altars. See note below. 

Even Thine altars. Figure of speech Ellipsis. App-6. Supply it by repeating the verb "found" from preceding clause = "[Even so have I found] Thine altars", &c. Nothing has "dropped out" from the text. 

altars: i.e. the two altars; the brazen altar of burnt offering, and the golden altar of incense. Birds could not build their nests in these! These have no reference to the times of the Maccabees, but to Exodus 27:1, and Exodus 30:1. Compare Numbers 3:31. 

God. Hebrew. Elohim. App-4. 

Verse 4
Blessed. Compare verses: Psalms 84:5, Psalms 84:12. See App-63. Figure of speech Benedictio. App-6. 

still praising. Compare 1 Chronicles 9:33. 

Selah. Connecting the dwellers in, and the approaches to, the House of Jehovah, with the common blessedness of all true worshippers. See App-66. 

Verse 5
man: i.e. any one; not priest or Levite merely. Hebrew. "adam. 

are the ways of them. Supply Figure of speech Ellipsis, "in whose heart are [Thy] highways" [leading thereunto]. 

Verse 6
of Baca = of weeping. All the ancient versions so render it. 

make it. Septuagint reads "He maketh it". 

a well = a place of springs. 

rain = the early rain. 

Verse 7
Every one of them in Zion appeareth before God = he appeareth before God in Zion. Note the singular, "he appeareth": i.e. "the man" of Psalms 84:5. The valley of Baca thus becomes the valley of Berachah (or blessing), 2 Chronicles 20:26. 

Verse 8
God of Jacob. Not Israel, but the God (Elohim) Who met Jacob when he had nothing and deserved nothing (but wrath), and promised him everything: thus becoming "the God of all grace". 

Selah. Connecting the request for audience with the words of the prayer, and dividing the Psalm, structurally, into its two parts. 

Verse 9
shield: i.e. God"s provision in Messiah. He is our Shield (Genesis 15:1). Faith"s shield (Ephesians 6:16). This shield includes: (1) Favour (Psalms 5:12); (2) Salvation (Psalms 18:35); (3) Truth (Psalms 91:4). And "Favour" includes Life (Psalms 30:5); Mercy (Isaiah 60:10); Preservation (Psalms 86:2); Security (Psalms 41:11); Remembrance and Salvation (Psalms 106:4). Compare Psalms 115:9-11. 

Thine Anointed = Thy Messiah. Not on us. 

Verse 10
than a thousand. Supply Ellipsis by adding "[elsewhere]". 

be a doorkeeper = to stand at the threshold. 

tents = habitations. 

wickedness = lawlessness. 

Verse 11
is a sun. Figure of speech Metaphor. The only occurrence, in the Psalms, of this metaphor. It is used of Messiah, Malachi 4:2
grace and glory. Not the former without the latter (Romans 8:29, Romans 8:30). The former is the flower, the latter the fruit. 

No good thing, &c. Figure of speech Tapeinosis = every good thing, beyond all mention, will He give. 

Verse 12
trusteth = places his confidence. Hebrew. batah. App-69. 

To the chief Musician. App-64. 

85 Psalm 85 

Verse 1
Title. A Psalm. Hebrew mizmor. App-65.

for the sons of Korah. The eighth of eleven so ascribed. See note on Psalm 42, Title, and App-4. 

LORD.Hebrew Jehovah.App-4. Thy land. Compare connection with "People" (Psalms 85:2), as in Deuteronomy 32:43. Note "our" in Psalms 85:12. 

brought back the captivity = restored the fortunes, as in Psalms 126:1. Job 42:10. No reference to the Babylonian captivity, but to the restoration of David"s fortunes after Absalom"s revolt. 

Jacob. Refers to the natural seed, and to the earthly and material standpoint. See notes on Genesis 32:28; Genesis 43:6; Genesis 45:26, Genesis 45:28. 

Verse 2
iniquity = perverseness. Hebrew. "avah. App-44. 

covered = concealed. Hebrew. kasah; not kaphar, to atone. 

sin. Hebrew. chata". App-44. 

Selah. Connecting forgiveness with (as being the basis of) millennial blessing. See App-66. 

Verse 4
Turn us. Compare "Thou hast turned" (verses: Psalms 85:2, Psalms 85:3). 

God. Hebrew. Elohim. App-4. 

Verse 7
mercy = lovingkindness, or grace. 

Verse 8
GOD. Hebrew El. App-4. 

peace. Referring to the war with Absalom. 

saints = graced ones. 

not turn again: i.e. rebel, as in Absalom"s case. 

Verse 9
glory may dwell: i.e. the glory of Jehovah"s presence in the Shekinah, in the Tabernacle. 

Verse 10
met. kissed. Figure of speech Prosopopoeia. App-6. 

Verse 11
earth = land. Same word as verses: Psalms 85:1, Psalms 85:9, Psalms 85:12. 

Verse 12
our land, &c. Note "Thy land" in Psalms 85:1. Compare Psalms 67:6. 

86 Psalm 86 

Verse 1
Title. A Prayer = An Intercession, or Hymn. Compare Psalms 72:20, referring to the whole of Book II. Hebrew. Tephillah. See App-63. 

of David. The only Psalm in this third book ascribed to David. Refers to David"s Son and Lord. 

LORD. Hebrew. Jehovah. App-4. 

hear = answer. 

poor = helpless. Hebrew. "ebyon. See note on Proverbs 6:11. 

Verse 2
soul. Hebrew. nephesh. App-13. 

holy = one whom Thou favourest. 

God. Hebrew. Elohim. App-4. 

trusteth = confideth. Hebrew. batah, App-69. 

Verse 3
Be merciful = Show me favour, or Be gracious. 

LORD*. One of the 134 places where the Sopherim say they changed Jehovah to Adonai. See App-32. 

daily = all the day. 

Verse 5
plenteous. Compare Exodus 34:6. 

mercy = lovingkindness, or grace. 

Verse 8
gods. Hebrew. "elohim = judges. See note on Exodus 21:6; Exodus 22:8, Exodus 22:9. 

Verse 9
shall glorify. Compare Isaiah 66:23. 

Verse 10
For. Compare Psalms 86:5 in the Structure. 

doest = a doer. 

Verse 11
Unite my heart. Septuagint, Syriac, and Vulg, read "Let my heart rejoice". 

fear = revere. 

name. See note on Psalms 20:1. 

Verse 13
the lowest hell = Sheol beneath. 

hell. Hebrew Sheol. App-35. Not the language of "Semitic heathenism", but the inspired revelation of Divine eschatology. 

Verse 15
GOD. Hebrew El. App-4. 

full of compassion, &c. Compare Exodus 34:6. 

Verse 16
have mercy upon = show favour, or he gracious to. 

87 Psalm 87 

Verse 1
Title. A Psalm. Hebrew. mizmor. App-65. 

Song. Hebrew. shir. App-65. 

for the sons of Korah: i.e. of or by them. This title is repeated in the sub-scription after Psalms 87:7, to emphasise the occasion of its use in bringing up the Ark to Zion by David (951BC, a Sabbatic year). See note there, and on Title of Psalm 24. 

His: i.e. Jehovah"s (which He has laid in Zion). 

holy. See note on Exodus 3:5. 

Verse 2
The LORD. Hebrew. Jehovah. App-4. 

Zion. See App-68. 

Jacob. Israel viewed in connection with the natural seed, and with material blessings. See notes on Genesis 32:28; Genesis 43:6; Genesis 45:26, Genesis 45:28. 

Verse 3
God. Hebrew. ha-"Elohim = the [true] God. App-4. 

Selah. Connecting the first alternation with the second, showing that it is to be a repeated alternation. 

Verse 4
Rahab = pride, or haughtiness. Used as name for Egypt (by Figure of speech Polyonymia, App-6), as in Psalms 89:10; Isaiah 51:9. Compare Job 9:13 with Job 26:12, not the same word as in Joshua 2. 

Ethiopia. Supply Ellipsis of the verb "say": "Tyre with Ethiopia [say]" this, &c. 

Verse 5
of = to. 

man. Hebrew. "ish. 

the HIGHEST = the MOST HIGH. Hebrew. "Elyon. App-4. 

Verse 6
writeth up = enrolleth. 

people = peoples. 

That. Instead of "That", supply "[and say] this one", &c. 

Selah. Connecting the last repetition of the alternation, and completing the Structure. Thus, both the Selahs in this Psalm are structural. 

Verse 7
the singers = they that shout. 

the players on instruments = they that dance, as in bringing up the Ark. See note on the subscription. 

shall be there. Supply Ellipsis : "[shall say of Zion]". 

springs = fountains: i.e. fountains of delight. 

A Song, &c. Repeated from the title. Compare Psalm 45 for a similar repetition. 

to the chief Musician. See App-64. 

upon Mahalath Leannoth = relating to the shoutings with dancings in bringing up the Ark to Zion (2 Samuel 6:12-15; and 1 Chronicles 15:25-29). As in Judges 21:21, Judges 21:23 (compare Revised Version), and see App-65. 

88 Psalm 88 

Verse 1
Title. Maschil = Instruction. The eleventh of thirteen so named. See note on Title, Psalm 32, and App-65. The title, rearranged as above, removes the difficulty of this Psalm being ascribed to two different writers. 

Heman. Celebrated for wisdom (with Ethan, 89), 1 Kings 4:31. 1 Chronicles 6:33, 1 Chronicles 6:44; 1 Chronicles 25:4. He was a Kohathite, while Ethan was a Merarite. See App-63and App-64. 

Ezrahite. Put for Zerahite. Probably the name of a district. Compare the case of Elkanah (1 Samuel 1:1. 

The Psalm is prophetic of Messiah"s humiliation, corresponding with Psalm 86. See the Structure, p. 789.

LORD. Hebrew. Jehovah. App-4).

Verse 3
soul. Hebrew. nephesh (App-13), for emphasis. 

the grave. Hebrew. Sheol. 

Verse 4
am = have been. 

I am = I am become. 

man. Hebrew. geber. 

Verse 5
Free = Set free: i.e. by death, so as to be free from the Law (according to the Talmud, Shabbath, vol. 151. B). 

the grave = sepulchre. Hebrew. keber. See App-35. 

Verse 7
upon me. Same word as "over me", Psalms 88:16, with which the member corresponds. 

Selah. Connecting Psalms 88:6 with its amplification in verses: Psalms 88:8, Psalms 88:9. 

Verse 10
dead. Hebrew. Rephaim, who have no resurrection. See note on Isaiah 26:14, where it is rendered "deceased"; and 19, where it is rendered "the dead". Compare App-23and App-25. 

Selah. Connecting Psalms 88:10 with its amplification in verses: Psalms 88:11-13. Compare Selah, Psalms 88:7. See App-66. 

Verse 13
prevent = come before. 

Verse 14
face. Figure of speech Anthropopatheia. App-6. 

Verse 16
over me. Same word as "upon me", Psalms 88:7. 

Verse 17
daily = all the day. 

Verse 18
put far from me. Compare Psalms 88:8, the corresponding member. 

89 Psalm 89 

Verse 1
Title. Maschil = Instruction. The twelfth of thirteen so named (the thirteenth being Psalm 142). See note on Psalm 32, and App-65. 

Ethan. Mentioned with Heman (Psalm 88). A Merarite (1 Chronicles 6:44; 1 Chronicles 15:17). He seems to have another name, "Jeduthun" (1 Chronicles 25:1, 1 Chronicles 25:3, 1 Chronicles 25:6; 1 Chronicles 16:41, 1 Chronicles 16:42). The only Psalm ascribed to Ethan. See note on Psalms 89:30. Ezrahite. See note on Psalm 88, Title. Compre the case of Elkanah 1 Samuel 1:1). 

mercies = lovingkindnesses. Plural of majesty = the great lovingkindness. 

the LORD. Hebrew. Jehovah. App-4. 

faithfulness = truth. Hebrew. "emunah. Seven times reiterated in this Psalm: verses: Psalms 89:1, Psalms 89:2, Psalms 89:5, Psalms 1:8, Psalms 1:24, Psalms 1:33, Psalms 1:49 ("in thy truth"). 

Verse 2
I have said. Some codices, with Septuagint and Vulgate, read "Thou hast said". Compare Psalms 89:19. The words of Ethan, reminding Jehovah of His covenant with David. 

Mercy = Lovingkindness, or grace. Note "Mercy" (Psalms 89:2); "covenant" (Psalms 89:3); "seed" (Psalms 89:4); repeated below (verses: Psalms 89:19-32 and verses: Psalms 89:33-37). 

Verse 3
made = solemnized. 

covenant. See 2Sa 7, where Jehovah, being the only party, the covenant is unconditional, and = a "promise" among "the sure mercies of David", &c. But it looks beyond David. 

sworn. See 2 Samuel 7:11, &c.; the word is not used there, but the terms of the oath are given. 

Selah. Connecting the recital of Jehovah"s covenant with the praise offered for it. See App-66. 

Verse 5
saints = holy ones, or angels. See preceding line, &c. 

Verse 6
who. Figure of speech Erotesis. App-6. This is the cry of all His saints. See note on Exodus 15:11. 

heaven = sky. Same word as Psalms 89:37. 

sons of the mighty = sons of Elim = the angels. 

Verse 7
GOD. Hebrew El. App-4. 

assembly = secret conclave. 

Verse 8
God. Hebrew. Elohim. App-4. 

LORD. Hebrew Jah. App-4. 

Verse 10
Rahab = Egypt. See note on Psalms 87:4. 

arm. Figure of speech Anthropopatheia. App-6. 

Verse 11
the world. Hebrew. tebel = the world as inhabited. 

Verse 12
Tabor and Hermon. West and east of the Holy Land; and, with north and south, completing the four points of the compass. 

Verse 13
hand. Figure of speech Anthropopatheia. App-6. 

Verse 14
Justice = Righteousness. 

habitation = foundation. 

face. Figure of speech Anthropopatheia. App-6. 

Verse 15
Blessed = Happy. Figure of speech Beatitudo. App-6. See App-63. 

the joyful sound. Of the trumpet"s assembling sound. Lev 23. 

countenance = face. See Psalms 89:14. 

spiritual blessings symbolized by the feasts = 1 Corinthians 5:6-8
Verse 16
Thy name = Thyself. See note on Psalms 20:1. 

Verse 17
glory = beauty. 

horn. Many codices, with four early printed editions, read "horns" (plural); but seven early printed editions read sing, 

Verse 18
defence = shield. Hebrew. ganan, to cover, or protect. 

Verse 20
I have found, &c. Quoted in Acts 13:22. 

Verse 22
wickedness. Hebrew. "avval. App-44. 

Verse 23
foes = adversaries. 

Verse 27
Higher = MOST HIGH. Hebrew. "Elyon. App-4. This looks forward to Immanuel (Isaiah 7:13-15; Isaiah 9:6, Isaiah 9:7. Micah 5:2). 

Verse 30
If his children, &c. Ethan refers to the very words of warning given to Solomon (1 Kings 9:6, 1 Kings 9:7; Compare Psalms 11:11-13), which, with 2Sa 7, should be read with this Psalm. Ethan (we may suppose) outlived Solomon, and saw the break-up of the kingdom; and left this Psalm for Instruction (Maschil) for all future time. 

children = sons. 

And walk not. Figure of speech Pleonasm (App-6), for emphasis. 

Verse 31
break = profane. 

And keep not. Figure of speech Pleonasm (App-6), for emphasis. 

Verse 32
Then will I. Compare 2 Samuel 7:14. 

transgression = revolt. Hebrew. pasha". App-44. 

iniquity. Hebrew "avah. App-44. 

Verse 33
Nevertheless. Figure of speech Palinodia. App-6. Compare 2 Samuel 7:15. 

lovingkindness = grace. 

Verse 34
break = profane. 

alter = violate. 

Verse 36
His seed, &c. Compare John 12:34. 

Verse 37
a faithful witness: i.e. the sun (Compare Psalms 89:36). See note on "testimony" (Psalms 19:7). Revelation 1:5; Revelation 3:14. 

Selah. Connecting the above solemn warning with the fulfilment in the visitation of judgment in the next member. See App-66. 

Verse 38
Thine = Thine own. 

Verse 39
made void = disowned only here and in Lamentations 2:7. Lamentations 2:45
Selah. Connecting the visitation with the prayer for its removal. See App-66. 

Verse 46
Shall. Supply Ellipsis from preceding line: "[How long] shall", &c. 

Verse 47
time = lifetime. 

men = sons of Adam. App-14. 

Verse 48
man = strong man. Hebrew. geber. App-14. 

soul. Hebrew. nephesh. App-13. 

hand. Put by Figure of speech Metonymy (of Cause), App-6, for the power exercised by it. 

the grave. Hebrew. Sheol. App-35. 

Selah. Connecting the fact of man"s frailty (even of the strongest) with the renewed and increased fervour of his complaint. See App-66. 

Verse 49
LORD *. One of the 134 places where the Sopherim altered Jehovah to Adonai. See App-32. 

swarest. See 2Sa 7, and note on Psalms 89:3. 

truth = faithfulness. Same word as rendered "faithfulness" in Psalms 89:1. Here, the last of the seven occurrences. 

90 Psalm 90 

Introduction
Psa 90: 
THE FOURTH, OR NUMBERS BOOK. 

NUMBERS is the name that man has given to the fourth hook of the Pentateuch, on account of the numberings recorded in chapters 13 and 26. The name is from the Latin Vulgate (Numeri), which is again a translation of the name given by the Septuagint Translators (Arithmoi). 

The title in the Hebrew Canon is bemidbar, " IN THE WILDERNESS " (the fifth word in Psalms 90:1, Hebrew). This title covers all the events recorded in this book. " Numbers ", therefore, is the Book of the WILDERNESS and its types are wilderness types, or types of our pilgrimage. 

In the Numbers-Book of the Psalms we find the corresponding subject. It opens with Psalm 90, " A prayer of Moses" the man of the wilderness! Its teaching, like that of the other books, is Dispensational, with the EARTH as its central thought. God""s counsels and purposes are celebrated with regard to the earth, and the nations of the earth, from the ruin to the glory; as we have seen them set forth in the other books with regard to (1) Man, (2) Israel, and (3) the Sanctuary. 

Sin has come into the world, and ruined, not merely man, but the earth itself:"Cursed is the ground for thy sake." Sin has made the paradise of God a wilderness, and death has filled it with sorrow and sadness. There is no hope for the earth, no hope for the nations of the earth, and no hope for creation, apart from Jehovah. The first and second Psalms (90 and 91) set this forth, and give, as it were, the key-note and epitome of the whole book. Its figures are from this wilderness-world; as mountains, hills, floods, grass, pestilence, trees, &c, which the reader will notice for himself. Happiness for the world will be found only when He, " Whose right it is ", shall come again to reign and "judge the world in righteousness". In Christ, the coming King, not only Israel, but all the nations of the earth, will be blessed. This is the theme of the book. (See note on Psalms 96:11.) 

It consists, like Book III, of seventeen Psalms, all of which are anonymous (though not all without titles) except 90 (and 91), Moses""s, and 
101, 103, which are David""s. 

Of the Divine Titles in this Fourth Book, Jehovah (Appdx-4) occurs 126 times, and Elohim (Appdx-4), 31 (10 of which are with Jehovah). El occurs 6 times. 

Psalms 90 and 91 are evidently one Psalm in two parts, written by Moses at the beginning of the thirty-eight years of penal wanderings in the wilderness (in 1490 B. C), which are the subject of this Fourth Book. 

Psalm 90 is suggested by, and occupied with, the sorrows of the vast multitude (associated with the 603, 550 "men of war") in the wilderness, 
numbered, and sentenced to death; all from 20 years old and upward (Numbers 14:29). 

It is of these that verses 9-10 speak. 

If a man was 20 when he was numbered (for the war) he died at or before 60 
30 - 70 
40 - 80 
The average age would be 30, hence verse 10. 

Psalm 91, on the other hand, presents the contrast of those under "the shadow of the Almighty". The deliverance of "the Church in the wilderness", from the causes and instrumentalities of death for the countless condemned thousands (in Psalm 90) whose carcases were to fall in the wilderness, is set forth at length, If a man was 19 when the penal wanderings began, he would be 57 (19 + 38) at the close. If a lad of 10, he would be 48; and so on. 

This Psalm was therefore written for the comfort of "the Church in the wilderness" during the 40 years. Towards the close, myriads must have been cut off by the various agencies named: 

The terror by night. The arrow that flieth by day. The pestilence in darkness. The destruction (contagion) at noonday. The lion and adder. 

With regard to the latter, in the night journeyings (Numbers 9:21) they would be exposed to danger and death from the adders which infest the district, and from the attacks of wild beasts. From all of these the trusters would be delivered, They would see with their eyes "the reward of the wicked" thousands dying around, yet nothing permitted to assail them. 

If tents is right in verse 10, this is confirmation that Moses wrote this Psalm, and at, or about, the time suggested viz. 1490 B.C. 1 If 91 be a Psalm of Moses (following Psalm 90), then all the Scriptures quoted in our Lord""s temptation (even that which the evil one tried to quote) were from the writings of Moses ! 

90 106. THE FOURTH, OR NUMBERS BOOK*. THE EARTH AND THE NATIONS. 

Prologue | 90 THE REST. LOST, AND NEEDED. 
91 94. REST FOR THE EARTH DESIRED. No HOPE FOR IT TILL 
"THE WICKED CEASE FROM TROUBLING". 
95 100. REST FOR THE EARTH ANTICIPATED. NOTE THE CENTRAL VERSE OF THE PSALTER (Psalms 96:11) AND THE REASON (Psalms 96:13). 
101 105. REST FOR THE EARTH CELEBRATED. JEHOVAH""S THRONE IN THE HEAVENS, AND HIS KINGDOM OVER ALL (Psalms 103:19). 
Epilogue | 106. THE REST. HOW LOST, AND VALUED. 

91 94. REST FOR THE EARTH DESIRED. 
90. PROLOGUE. THE REST. LOST, AND NEEDED. 
91. REST, ONLY IN JEHOVAH IN A PERISHING WORLD AND, THE SECRET PLACE OF THE MOST HIGH THE ONLY PLACE OF SAFETY IN IT. 
92. PRAYER FOR THAT "SABBATH KEEPING" (YET TO COME, Hebrews 4:9) WHEN ALL "WORKERS OF INIQUITY"SHALL BE CUT OFF (vv. Psalms 90:7, Psalms 90:9), AND THE RIGHTEOUS SHALL FLOURISH (v. 12) IN JEHOVAH THEIR "ROCK"AND "DEFENCE" (v. 15). 
93. REST, ONLY IN JEHOVAH. HIS THRONE WHEN ESTABLISHED WILL BE THE PLACE OF SAFETY. 
94. PRAYER FOR REST, TO JEHOVAH, "THE JUDGE OF THE EARTH", TO CUT OFF ALL "WORKERS OF INIQUITY" (vv. Psalms 90:4, Psalms 90:16, Psalms 90:23), AND TO GIVE THE RIGHTEOUS REST (vv. 13-15) IN JEHOVAH, THEIR "ROCK" AND 
"DEFENCE" (v. 22). 
95 100. REST FOR THE EARTH ANTICIPATED. 
95. WORSHIP, IN VIEW OF REST ANTICIPATED. HIS "PEOPLE" AND "SHEEP" (v. 7) TO "COME BEFORE HIS PRESENCE WITH THANKSGIVING" (v. 2). REASON:"JEHOVAH IS GREAT" (v. 3.) 

96. A SUMMONS TO SING THE "NEW SONG". "FOR HE COMETH" (JUDGMENT). 
97. THE NEW SONG. "JEHOVAH REIGNETH". 
98. A SUMMONS TO SING THE "NEW SONG". "FOR HE COMETH" (JUDGMENT). 
99. THE NEW SONG. "JEHOVAH REIGNETH". 
100. WORSHIP, IN VIEW OF REST ANTICIPATED. HIS "PEOPLE" AND "SHEEP" (v. 3.). TO "COME BEFORE HIS PRESENCE WITH SINGING" (v. 2). REASON:"JEHOVAH IS GOOD" (v. 5). 
101 105. REST FOR THE EARTH CELEBRATED. 
101. THE COMING KINGDOM. ITS PRINCIPLES:"MERCY AND JUDGMENT" (v. 1). THE WICKED CUT OFF (5, 8). 
102. THE KING IN HIS HUMILIATION AND COMING GLORY AS THE ETERNAL CREATOR (vv. 12, 24-27). ALL ELSE PERISHING (v. 26). 
103. THE COMING KINGDOM. ITS MERCIES AND JUDGMENTS (vv. 4, 6, 17, 19). 
104. THE KING IN HIS COMING GLORY AS THE ETERNAL CREATOR (v. 31). ALL ELSE PERISHING (vv. 5-7). 
105. THE COMING KINGDOM. BASED ON THE COVENANT (vv. 8-12; 42-45-) OF "MERCY AND JUDGMENT". 
106. EPILOGUE. THE REST. HOW LOST, AND VALUED. 
90 106. THE NUMBERS BOOK. 
THE EARTH AND THE NATIONS. 

For the Structure, see p. 810. The book has to do with the EARTH and the NATIONS, as the first book (1 41) had to do with MAN the second book (42 72) with ISRAEL and the third book (73 89) with the SANCTUARY. 

Verse 1
Title. A Prayer. Hebrew. Tephillah. See App-63. 

Moses: the man of the wilderness. Hence the wilderness, and works of creation, referred to. 

the man of God. See App-49. There are seven specially so called: Moses (Deuteronomy 33:1); Samuel (1 Samuel 9:6-10; Compare Psalms 90:14); David (Nehemiah 12:24); Elijah (1 Kings 17:18); Elisha (2 Kings 4:7); Shemaiah (2 Chronicles 11:2); Igdaliah (Jeremiah 35:4); and four unnamed (1 Samuel 2:27. 1 Kings 13:1; 1 Kings 20:28. 2 Chronicles 25:7). 

God. Hebrew. Elohim.with Art.): i.e. the true God. App-4. 

Lord*. Hebrew Adonai. App-4. = The Lord specially in relation to the earth. This is why this fourth book commences with this title, denoting the Sovereign Lord. 

dwelling place = habitation, or refuge. 

Verse 2
Or. = Ere. Positive, not comparative. Anglo-Saxon aer, from which we have our modern "ere"; found formerly as "er", "ear", and "yer". In Authorized Version, 1611, Numbers 11:33 read "yer it was chewed". 

the world = the habitable world. Hebrew. tebel. 

art: or wast. 

GOD. Hebrew El. App-4. 

Verse 3
man = mortal man. Hebrew. "enosh. App-14. 

Return. Either to dust; or, in resurrection. 

children of men = sons of Adam (singular) See App-14. 

Verse 4
a thousand years. Compare 2 Peter 3:8. 

Verse 8
iniquities. Hebrew. "avah. App-44. 

secret. Hebrew is singular; hence we cannot supply "sins" but "[sin]". But some codices, with two early printed editions, read "secrets" (plural) 

Verse 9
are passed away = have declined, or ended. 

a tale that is told = a thought, or a sigh. 

Verse 10
our: i.e. Moses, and those of whom he writes. 

threescore years and ten. This refers to the length of life in the wilderness in the time of Moses, which must have been shortened specially, so that the adults died off within the forty years. The "days" were, and could thus be, actually "numbered", as stated in Psalms 90:12; and in a way they could not have been since then. See notes on p. 809. 

strength. Hebrew, plural, meaning great strength (i.e. vigour, or strength for activity). Hebrew. gabar. Compare App-14. 

their strength = their violence (i.e. strength for aggression). Hebrew. rahab. See notes on p. 809. 

and we fly away. Figure of speech Euphemy, for dying. App-6. 

Verse 11
Who . . . ? Figure of speech Erotesis. App-6. 

power. Hebrew. "oz. Spelled with Ayin (") here, but "az (with Aleph) in Psalms 76:7. See note on Isaiah 11:4. 

Verse 12
number our days. See note on "threescore", Psalms 90:10, above. 

That we may apply our hearts unto wisdom = That we may bring home a heart of wisdom. 

Verse 13
Return. Same word as Psalms 90:3. 

LORD. Hebrew. Jehovah. App-4. 

how long. Supply Ellipsis: "how long [shall we wait for Thy return]? "
Verse 14
early = in the morning. 

mercy = lovingkindness, or grace. 

Verse 15
according to the days . . . years: i.e. the forty years in the wilderness. 

evil. Hebrew. ra"a". App-44. 

Verse 17
God. Hebrew. Elohim. App-4. 

91 Psalm 91 

Verse 1
Without a Title, as are all the Psalms in Book IV, except 90, 101, 103. See notes on p. 809. If by Moses, then the "I" of the members (Psalms 91:2), and (Psalms 91:9 -), may be Joshua, a type of Messiah. Compare Deuteronomy 1:38; Deuteronomy 3:28; Deuteronomy 31:7, Deuteronomy 31:23. If Moses were the author (this Psalm following his), then all the Scriptures quoted in Matthew 4 were from his writings. Note the references to Deuteronomy 32:1-14. It is not David"s, for we have no more right to insert the name of "David" where it is not written, than to take it out where it is. 

the MOST HIGH. Hebrew. "Elyon. App-4. 

THE ALMIGHTY. Hebrew Shaddai. App-4. 

Verse 2
I will say. Messiah speaks. See 2, above. 

the LORD. Hebrew. Jehovah. App-4. 

God. Hebrew. Elohim. App-4. 

trust = confide. Hebrew. batah. App-69. 

Verse 4
feathers. wings. Note the Figure of speech Anthropopatheia (App-6) throughout the Psalm. 

trust = flee for refuge. Hebrew. hasah. App-69. Not the same word as in Psalms 91:2. 

His truth. See note on "shield" (Psalms 84:9). 

buckler = coat of mail. Occurs only here. 

Verse 8
wicked = lawless. Hebrew. rasha". App-44. 

Verse 9
Because Thou, &c. Hebrew reads "For thou, O LORD, [art] my refuge. "The change of person marks the Structure, and is not due to "textual corruption". 

Which is. Omit these italics. 

Even, &c. Hebrew reads "The MOST HIGH [thou hast made] thy habitation", supplying the Ellipsis from the preceding line. 

Verse 10
evil. Hebrew. ra"a". App-44. 

dwelling = tent. Some codices, with one early printed edition and Aramaean, read "tents" (plural) See notes on p. 809. 

Verse 11
He shall give. See Matthew 4:6. Luke 4:10. 

in all thy ways. These words were omitted by Satan, the Scripture being misquoted and misapplied. The words "at any time" are added in Matthew 4:6. Verse 13 is also omitted, because it refers to Satan"s own head being crushed (Genesis 3:15). 

Verse 12
bear thee up. Compare Psalms 94:18. 

in = on, 

Verse 13
adder: or asp. 

Verse 14
hath set His love. Hebrew. hashak. Indicates the deepest affection. Compare Deuteronomy 7:7; Deuteronomy 10:15; Isaiah 38:17. Only here in the Psalms. 

My name. See note on Psalms 20:1. 

Verse 15
honour = glorify. 

Verse 16
long life = length of days. 

92 Psalm 92 

Verse 1
Title. A Psalm. Hebrew. mizmor. App-65. 

Song. Hebrew. shir. App-65. 

the sabbath day. Looking forward to the Day and Rest of Messiah"s reign. May it not also have reference to the wilderness time, the cause being recorded in Numbers 15:32-41? 

the LORD. Hebrew. Jehovah. App-4. 

name. See note on Psalms 20:1. 

MOST HIGH. Hebrew "Elyon. App-4. Showing that it relates to His doings in the earth. See notes on p. 809. 

Verse 2
every = in the. 

Verse 3
a solemn sound. Hebrew. higgiyon = soliloquy, or meditation. Occurs in three Psalms: Psalms 9:16; Psalms 19:14 ("meditation"); Psalms 92:3 ("solemn sound"). See App-66. 

Verse 4
work = act. Hebrew. pa"al Some codices, with two early printed editions and Syriac, read "acts" (plural) 

works = labours. Hebrew. "asah. 

Verse 5
very deep. Compare Psalms 36:6; Psalms 40:5; Psalms 139:17. Romans 11:33. 

Verse 6
man. Hebrew. "ish. App-14. 

Verse 7
wicked = lawless. Hebrew. rasha". App-44. 

iniquity. Hebrew. "aven. App-44. See note on Psalms 92:14, 

Verse 8
art most high = [art enthroned] on high. Not as Psalms 92:1. 

Verse 10
the horn of. Supply Ellipsis (App-6), by "those of". 

unicorn = buffalo, or wild ox. 

Verse 11
see, &c. = look on. Omit my desire. 

hear = hear of [the destruction of] the wicked. 

wicked. Hebrew. ra"a". App-44. 

Verse 12
The righteous = A righteous one (singular) 

palm. In barren soil, watered deep at the roots. An Endogen. 

cedar. In mountain snows and storms, the roots embedded in the rocks. An Exogen. 

Verse 13
God. Hebrew. Elohim. App-4. 

Verse 14
fruit. The righteous for fruit, the wicked for fuel. 

93 Psalm 93 

Verse 1
The LORD. Hebrew. Jehovah. App-4. 

The LORD reigneth. Three Psalms commence thus (93, 97, 99); they each end with the thought of "holiness" (the last has the word "holy" three times), indicating that, when He reigns, "all will be holy" (Isaiah 23:18. Zechariah 14:20, Zechariah 14:21). This explains the cry of the Zoa (Revelation 4:8), because His judgments will prepare the way for His reign. 

clothed . . . girded. Figure of speech Anthropopatheia. App-6. 

The world. Hebrew. tebel = The habitable world. Compare 1 Samuel 2:8. 

stablished. Aramaean, Septuagint, Syriac, and Vulg, render "firmly fixed". 

Verse 3
The floods. Note the Figure of speech Anaphora (App-6), for emphasis, Generally applied to rivers. 

Verse 4
noise of many waters. Compare Revelation 1:15; Revelation 14:2; Revelation 19:6. 

waves = breakers. 

Verse 5
testimonies. Compare Psalms 19:7. 

Holiness. Compare Psalms 97:12; Psalms 99:9; and see note on Psalms 93:1, above. 

94 Psalm 94 

Verse 1
LORD. Hebrew. Jehovah. App-4. 

GOD. Hebrew El. App-4. Note the Figure of speech Anaphora (App-6) in this verse. 

shew Thyself = shine forth. 

Verse 2
judge of the earth. This is in keeping with the subject of Book IV. See notes on p. 809. 

Verse 3
how long. Note the Figure of speech Anaphora. 

wicked = lawless ones. Hebrew. rasha App-44. Not the same word as in Psalms 94:23. 

Verse 4
iniquity. Hebrew "aven. Same word as in verses: Psalms 94:16, Psalms 94:23; not Psalms 94:20. 

Verse 7
THE LORD. Hebrew Jah. App-4. 

Verse 9
planted the ear. Consult works on physiology for the wonders of this expression. 

Verse 10
heathen = nations. 

man. Hebrew. "adam, App-14. 

Verse 11
knoweth, &c. See 1 Corinthians 3:20. 

Verse 12
Blessed = Happy. See App-63. 

man. Hebrew. geber. 

Verse 13
the wicked = a wicked one. Same word as Psalms 94:3. 

Verse 14
For the LORD. See Romans 11:1, Romans 11:2. 

Verse 16
Who . . . ? Figure of speech Erotesis. 

evildoers. Hebrew. ra"a. App-44. 

Verse 17
soul. Hebrew. nephesh. App-13. 

almost = quickly. See note on Proverbs 5:14. 

dwelt in silence. Figure of speech Euphemy (App-6), for dying. 

Verse 18
mercy = lovingkindness, or grace. 

held me up. Compare Psalms 91:12. 

Verse 19
thoughts = perplexities. 

comforts. Occurs only here, Isaiah 66:11, and Jeremiah 16:7, where it is rendered "consolations". 

Verse 20
the throne of iniquity: i.e. the throne which administers injustice. 

iniquity. Hebrew. havvah = cupidity. Put by Figure of speech Metonymy (of Cause), App-6, for the injustice produced by desire for gain. 

mischief Hebrew. "amal. App-44. 

Verse 21
the righteous = a righteous one (singular no Art.) 

blood. Put by Figure of speech Synecdoche (of Part), App-6, for man. 

95 Psalm 95 

Verse 1
The Psalm has two distinct parts, see Structure, above; not two independent Psalms strung together. The latter part is the complement of the former. 

the LORD. Hebrew. Jehovah. App-4. 

Verse 2
presence. Hebrew = face. See note on Exodus 23:15; Exodus 34:20. Hence the word "before" (Psalms 95:6; Psalms 96:6, Psalms 96:9, Psalms 96:13; Psalms 92:3, Psalms 92:5; Psalms 98:6, Psalms 98:9; Psalms 100:2; Psalms 102:2, Psalms 102:10, Psalms 102:28, &c. This is the essence of all true worship. 

Verse 3
GOD. Hebrew EL App-4. 

gods = rulers, or judges. Hebrew. elohim. App-4. See note on Exodus 22:9. 

Verse 5
hands. Figure of speech Anthropopatheia. App-6. 

Verse 7
God. Hebrew. Elohim. App-4.

To day, &c. Compare Hebrews 3:7-11; Hebrews 4:1. 

Verse 8
in the provocation = at Meribah (Numbers 20:13). 

temptation = Massah (Exodus 17:7). 

Verse 9
When. Hebrew "asher = where. 

tempted. Figure of speech Anthropopatheia. App-6. 

and = yea. 

Verse 10
this. Supply the Ellipsis by substituting "that". 

Verse 11
Unto whom = Where: as in Psalms 95:9 (see note on "When", Psalms 95:9). Hebrew. "asher. 

rest. The rest, thus lost, is to be yet found in the future (according to Hebrews 3:7-11, Hebrews 3:15; Hebrews 4:3, Hebrews 4:7). 

96 Psalm 96 

Verse 1
the LORD. Hebrew. Jehovah. App-4. 

a new song. Psalm 96 is the call; Psalm 97 is the answer. Compare Psalm 98 and Psalm 99. The subject is the coming rest for the earth, to which creation looks forward Romans 8:18-23). 

the earth. This is the subject of Book IV. See notes on p. 809. 

Verse 2
His name. See note on Psalms 20:1. 

Verse 3
heathen = nations. 

people = peoples. 

Verse 4
gods = rulers. Hebrew. "elohim. App-4. See note on Exodus 22:9. 

Verse 5
all the gods . . . idols. Figure of speech Paronomasia. App-6Hebrew. kalelohey . . . "elilim. 

nations = peoples. 

idols = nothings. Compare 1 Corinthians 8:4. 

Verse 6
beauty. Some codices read "joy". Compare 1 Chronicles 16:27. 

sanctuary. Some codices read "dwelling-place". as in 1 Chronicles 16:27. 

Verse 8
offering = presence offerings. Hebrew. minchah. App-43. 

come into His courts. Some codices read "enter before Him". Compare 1 Chronicles 16:29. 

Verse 9
the beauty of holiness. See note on 1 Chronicles 16:29. 

Fear = Tremble. 

Verse 10
shall be established. Septuagint, Syriac, and Vulgate read "He hath fixed". 

Verse 11
Let the heavens rejoice, and let the earth be glad. The initials of the four Hebrew words making this sentence form an acrostic (App-6, App-60, and App-63), giving the four letters of the word JEHOVAH (Y, H, V, H) thus:

Yismehu Hashshamayim Vethagel Ha"arez.
The Massorah (App-30) has a special rubric calling attention to this acrostic. 

Verse 12
Then shall. Ginsburg thinks this should be "Yea, let". 

Verse 13
Before. See note on "presence" (Psalms 95:2. 

He cometh . . . He cometh. Figure of speech. Epteeuxis (App-6), for emphasis. 

the world = the habitable world. Hebrew. tebel. No rest or righteous rule for the world and its inhabitants until He comes. The next Psalm is " the New Song", celebrating this by anticipation. 

97 Psalm 97 

Verse 1
The LORD. Hebrew. Jehovah. App-4. 

The LORD reigneth. See note on Psalms 93:1. 

reigneth = hath taken a kingdom. 

the earth. Note that this Book (IV) and its Psalms have relation to the earth or land. See notes on p. 809. 

isles = coasts or coastlands beyond Palestine. Put for the Gentile world. 

Verse 2
habitation = foundation. 

Verse 3
before. See note on "presence" (Psalms 95:2). 

enemies = adversaries. 

Verse 4
the world = the habitable world. Hebrew. tebel. 

Verse 5
presence. See note on Psalms 95:2. 

THE Lord. Hebrew Adon. App-4. Specially connected with His rule in the earth. Occurs in Joshua 3:11, Joshua 3:13; Joshua 5:14, and Zechariah 6:5. 

Verse 6
The heavens. Put by Figure of speech Metonymy (of Adjunct), App-6, for Him who dwells there. 

people = peoples. 

Verse 7
graven images = an image, whether graven or molten (singular) 

idols = nothings. Compare Psalms 96:5 and 1 Corinthians 8:4. 

gods = judges, or rulers. See note on Exodus 22:9. 

Verse 8
Zion. See App-68. 

daughters = daughter cities. 

Verse 9
HIGH = MOST HIGH. Hebrew "Elyon. App-4. 

Verse 10
evil. Hebrew. ra"a". App-44. 

souls. Hebrew. nephesh. App-13. 

saints = gracious (i.e. graced) ones. 

wicked = lawless (plural) Hebrew. rasha, ". App-44. 

Verse 11
righteous = a righteous one (singular) 

upright (plural) 

Verse 12
remembrance = mention, or memorial. holiness. See notes on Psalms 93:1, Psalms 93:5. 

98 Psalm 98 

Verse 1
Title (of Psalm 98). A Psalm. Hebrew. mizmor. App-65. 

O sing. Another summons to sing the New Song; but this time it is for what Jehovah has done for Israel. right hand . . . arm. Figure of speech Anthropopatheia. App-6. 

Verse 2
heathen = nations. 

holy. See note on Exodus 3:5. 

Verse 3
mercy = lovingkindness, or grace. 

God. Hebrew. Elohim. 

Verse 4
sing praise. Figure of speech Anadiplosis, for emphasis. See note on "psalm", Psalms 98:5. 

Verse 5
a psalm = sing praise (Hebrew. zimrah), at end of Psalms 98:4 and Psalms 98:5, by Figure of speech Anadiplosis. App-6. 

Verse 6
before. See note on "presence" (Psalms 95:2). 

Verse 7
The world: i.e. as inhabited. Hebrew. tebel, 

Verse 8
floods = rivers. 

clap. Figure of speech Prosopopoeia. App-6. 

Verse 9
people = peoples. 

99 Psalm 99 

Verse 1
The LORD. Hebrew. Jehovah. App-4. 

reigneth = hath taken a kingdom. See note on Psalms 93:1. 

people = peoples. 

cherubims. See App-41. The Psalm was therefore written while the Ark was in existence. 

the earth. The subject of Book IV. See notes on p. 809. 

Verse 2
Zion. See App-68. 

the people = the peoples. Authorized Version, 1611, omitted "the". 

Verse 3
holy. See notes on Psalms 93:1, Psalms 93:5 and Exodus 3:5. 

Verse 4
judgment and righteousness. See 2 Samuel 8:15 and 1 Chronicles 18:14. Compare with 1 Kings 10:9. 

Verse 5
God. Hebrew. Elohim. App-4. 

He. Compare Psalms 99:3 and Psalms 99:9, and see note on Psalms 93:1, Psalms 93:5. 

Verse 6
Moses. He was the grandson of Levi, and exercised priestly functions before Aaron (Exodus 24:6-8); even consecrating him (Ex. 28). He and Aaron are both included "among His priests". 

Samuel. Compare 1 Samuel 7:9, 1 Samuel 7:10; 1 Samuel 12:18. 

They called. Omit "They", which obscures the sense, by leaving Moses and Aaron without a predicate. Compare Exodus 15:25; Exodus 32:11-14; Exodus 33:12-14. Numbers 11:2; Numbers 21:7. Deuteronomy 9:20, Deuteronomy 9:26. Psalms 106:23. 

Verse 7
unto them: i.e. to Moses and Aaron. 

Verse 8
them = Moses and Aaron. 

GOD. Hebrew El. App-4. IV

them . . . their = the People. 

tookest vengeance. Compare Numbers 20:12. Deuteronomy 3:26. Psalms 106:32, Psalms 106:33.

100 Psalm 100 

Verse 1
Title. A Psalm. Hebrew. mizmor. App-65. 

praise = thanksgiving. the LORD. Hebrew. Jehovah. App-4. ye lands. Hebrew the land; Israel in the land. 

Verse 2
the LORD = Jehovah"s self. Hebrew. Jehovah.with eth. 

presence. See note on Psalms 95:2. 

Verse 3
God. Hebrew. Elohim. App-4. The Hebrew accent places the chief pause on "God"; the minor pauses on "know" and "made": i.e. the knowledge of Jehovah as our God reveals to His People that He made them such, and that they are His "sheep" and His care. 

and not we ourselves. Some codices, with six early printed editions, read l"o ("not"); but other codices, with one early printed edition, Aramaean, read lo (for Him or His), "and His we are", as in Authorized Version margin The difference arises from spelling Hebrew. lo with an Aleph (= "o) or with a Vau (= o). The Massorah notes several such passages where the same variation occurs (Exodus 21:8. Leviticus 11:21; Leviticus 25:30. 1 Samuel 2:3. 2 Samuel 16:18; 2 Samuel 19:7. Isaiah 9:2; Isaiah 49:5; Isaiah 63:9. Job 6:21; Job 13:15. Psalms 100:3. Proverbs 19:7; Proverbs 26:2 

People . . . sheep. Note the correspondence between Psalms 100 and 95.

Verse 4
His name. See note on Psalms 20:1. 

Verse 5
good. Compare Psalms 95:3, "great". 

mercy = lovingkindness, or grace. 

101 Psalm 101 

Verse 1
Title. A Psalm. Hebrew. mizmor. App-65. 

of David. Relating to the true David, and His coming rule to give "rest" to the earth. The king"s vow to rule in righteousness. Compare 2 Samuel 23:3-5. 

mercy = lovingkindness, or grace. 

mercy and judgment. Note these two as the alternate subjects of the Structure above. 

LORD. Hebrew. Jehovah. App-4. 

Verse 2
perfect = blameless. 

when, &c.: i.e. as king shalt Thou come. 

Verse 3
wicked thing = thing of Belial. 

hate = have always hated. 

the work: i.e. the doings, or business. 

Verse 4
froward = perverse (from what is right). 

wicked. Hebrew. ra"a". 

Verse 5
cut off = destroy. See Psalms 101:8. 

proud heart = broad of heart: i.e. large and blatant. Compare Proverbs 21:4; Proverbs 21:28, Proverbs 21:25. 

Verse 6
the land: i.e. Palestine, as in Psalms 100:1. 

Verse 8
early = morning by morning: i.e. the judgments of a day dealt with within the day. No prisons needed. Land kept clean. 

wicked. Hebrew. rasha". App-44. 

wicked doers = workers of iniquity. Heb, "aven. App-44. 

the city of the LORD: i.e. Zion. See App-68. 

102 Psalm 102 

Verse 1
Title. A Prayer, &c. This refers to Messiah"s humiliation. 

before. See note on "presence" (Psalms 95:2). 

LORD. Hebrew. Jehovah. App-4. 

face. See note on "presence" (Psalms 95:2). 

Verse 3
like smoke. So some codices, with Aramaean, Septuagint, and Vulgate; other codices read "in smoke". 

an hearth = charred wood. 

Verse 4
bread. Put by Figure of speech Synecdoche (of Part), App-6, for food in general. 

Verse 5
skin = flesh. 

Verse 6
a pelican . . . owl: both unclean birds. 

alone. Some codices, with one early printed edition, read "flitting to and fro". 

Verse 8
are sworn against me = are sworn [together] against me; as in Acts 23:12-21. 

Verse 10
Because of = from the face of. See note on Psalms 95:2. 

Verse 12
But Thou. Emphasizing the great consolation. 

shalt endure. Sittest, or wilt sit [enthroned]. 

Thy remembrance. Some codices read "Thy throne". 

Verse 13
mercy = compassion. 

Zion. See App-68. 

the set time. First, the end of the seventy years (Daniel 9:2. Nehemiah 2:17-20; Nehemiah 3:1-32); and second, the still future set time in God"s counsels. All this is prophecy. No need to think it was written after Jerusalem"s desolation. David was a prophet (Acts 2:30, Acts 2:31). Compare Isaiah 40:2; Isaiah 61:2. 

Verse 14
stones. Put by Figure of speech Synecdoche (of Part), for the restored buildings. 

Verse 15
heathen = nations. 

name. See note on Psalms 20:1. 

glory. Always mentioned in connection with Messiah"s sufferings. Compare verses: Psalms 102:1-12. See App-71. 

Verse 16
appear in His glory. This shows that all is prophetic. Compare Isaiah 60:1-3. 

Verse 18
the generation to come = a generation to come. Showing that all here is future. 

the = a. 

created: i.e. the new Israel (Psalms 22:31. Isaiah 43:1-7, Isaiah 43:18-21; Isaiah 66:8). This is the new nation referred to in Matthew 21:43. 

THE LORD. Hebrew Jah. App-4. 

Verse 19
the height of His sanctuary = His holy height. 

Verse 20
those . . . appointed to death = the sons of death. Genitive of Relation. The Hebrew word for "death" occurs only here and Psalms 79:11. It is feminine, as though the mother. Compare Romans 8:36, and see App-17(5). 

Verse 22
When, &c. Compare Psalms 22:27; Psalms 68:32. Isaiah 45:14. Fulfilling Genesis 49:10. 

Verse 23
He weakened. A return to the subject corresponding with (verses: Psalms 102:3-11), above. 

in the way: i.e. of His humiliation. 

Verse 24
my GOD. Hebrew. Eli = my El. App-4. 

Verse 25
Of old, &c. Quoted in Hebrews 1:10-12, which shows this Psalm is all prophetic of Messiah. 

Verse 27
the same: or He. Compare Isaiah 41:4; Isaiah 43:10. 

Verse 28
children = sons. 

shall continue = shall dwell [in the Land]. 

103 Psalm 103 

Verse 1
Title. of David: i.e. relating to the true David. 

Bless. Figure of speech Apostrophe. 

the LORD. Hebrew. Jehovah. with "eth = Jehovah Himself. 

my soul = me myself. Hebrew. nephesh. App-13. 

holy. See note on Exodus 3:5. 

name. See note on Psalms 20:1. 

Verse 2
all = any of. 

benefits = dealings. 

Verse 3
forgiveth = passeth over. This verb, with its adjective and subs., is never used but of God. Literal. That is the Forgiver. Compare Psalms 103:14 and note there. 

iniquities. Hebrew. "avah. So some codices, with one early printed edition, Septuagint and Vulgate (plural); other codices read singular. 

Verse 4
redeemeth: i.e. as a kinsman. Hebrew. ga"al. See note on Exodus 6:6. 

tender mercies = compassions. 

Verse 6
The LORD. Hebrew. Jehovah. App-4. 

Verse 7
ways: i.e. the reasons of His acts (esoteric) to Moses. acts: i.e. the acts (exoteric) visible to the People. 

children = sons. 

Verse 8
merciful = compassionate, or pitiful. Compare Psalms 103:13. 

Slow to anger = long-suffering. 

mercy = lovingkindness, or grace. Compare Exodus 34:6, Exodus 34:7. 

Verse 9
His anger. The Ellipsis is correctly supplied from the preceding line. 

Verse 10
sins. Hebrew. chata. App-44. 

Verse 11
great = mighty, or hath prevailed. 

toward = upon. 

fear = revere. 

Verse 12
transgressions. Hebrew. pasha". App-44. 

Verse 14
frame = formation. He remembereth. Compare Isaiah 29:16; Isaiah 45:9, Isaiah 45:10 : i.e. God remembers what man forgets (i.e. our infirmities); and He forgets what man remembers (i.e. our sins). See Isaiah 43:25; Isaiah 44:22. Jeremiah 31:34. Compare Isaiah 55:8. 

dust. See Genesis 2:7; Genesis 3:19. Ecclesiastes 12:7. 

Verse 15
man. Hebrew. "enosh. App-14. 

Verse 16
wind. Hebrew. ruach. App-9. 

it is gone = there is no sign of it. 

the place . . . know it. Figure of speech Prosopopoeia. 

know = recognize. 

Verse 17
But. Blessed contrast. 

Verse 19
prepared = established. 

Verse 20
ye. Some codices, with Septuagint and Vulgate, read "all ye". 

That excel = That are mighty. 

commandments = commandment (singular) 

Verse 21
ministers: i.e. the angels. Compare Psalms 104:4. Hebrews 1:14. 

Verse 22
dominion = sovereignty. 

104 Psalm 104 

Verse 1
Bless. Figure of speech Apostrophe. 

the LORD. Hebrew. Jehovah. with "eth = Jehovah Himself. App-4. 

my soul = I myself. Hebrew. nephesh. 

LORD. Hebrew. Jehovah. App-4. 

very great. The conception of Deity is grand; and the cosmogony is neither Hebrew nor Babylonian, but Divine. 

clothed. Figure of speech Anthropopatheia. App-6. So throughout the Psalm. 

Verse 2
curtain. Of the fifty-three occurrences of this word, only one (here) in the Psalms. No less than forty-seven of them have to do with the Tabernacle; forty-three of them being in Exodus 26 and Exodus 36. 

Verse 3
the clouds = the thick clouds. 

chariot. Figure of speech Anthropopatheia. 

wind. Hebrew. ruach. App-9. 

Verse 4
Who, &c. Quoted in Hebrews 1:7. 

spirits. Angels are spirits (Hebrew. ruach. App-9), and are called so in Hebrews 1:7, Hebrews 1:14; 1 Peter 3:19 (compare 1 Peter 3:22). 

ministers = servants. Compare Psalms 103:21. 

Verse 5
foundations. Compare Job 38:4-6. Proverbs 8:29. 

earth. Hebrew. "erez. As in verses: Psalms 104:9, Psalms 104:13, Psalms 104:14, Psalms 9:24; not the same word as in Psalms 104:20. 

be removed = move. 

for ever = for ever and aye. 

Verse 6
The waters stood. Compare 2 Peter 3:5, 2 Peter 3:6 with Genesis 1:2 -. 

Verse 8
hast founded = didst prepare. 

Verse 11
The wild asses: are provided with water. Compare Psalms 104:15. 

Verse 14
man. Hebrew " adam, with Art. = humanity. App-14. 

food. Hebrew bread, Put by Figure of speech Synecdoche (of Part), App-6, for all food. Note the three, "grass", "herb". "food". 

Verse 15
wine: is provided for man. Compare Psalms 104:11. Hebrew. yayin. App-27. 

man = weak, mortal man. Hebrew. "enosh. App-14. 

Verse 16
the LORD. Hebrew. Jehovah. App-4. 

Verse 18
conies. Hebrew. shaphan. Not rabbits, which can burrow; but about their size, having smooth feet; therefore dwelling among the rocks, and not in the ground. 

Verse 19
knoweth. Figure of speech Prosopopoeia. . 

Verse 24
how manifold. Figure of speech Apostrophe. App-6. 

Verse 26
ships: or nautilus, the "small" of Psalms 104:25. 

leviathan = sea monster, or the "great" of Psalms 104:25. 

made = formed. 

play = sport. 

Verse 28
hand. Figure of speech Anthropopatheia. App-6. 

Verse 29
troubled = dismayed. 

breath = spirit. Hebrew. ruach. App-9. 

return. Compare Genesis 3:19. Ecclesiastes 12:7. 

Verse 30
spirit. Hebrew. ruach. App-9. 

earth = ground. Hebrew. "adamah. 

Verse 31
His works. His own works. 

Verse 35
sinners. Hebrew. chata". App-44. 

the wicked = lawless ones. Hebrew. rasha". App-44. 

be no more = be there no sign of them. Compare Psalms 103:16. 

Praise ye THE LORD (Hebrew Jah. App-4). Hebrew. Halelu-jah. This is the first "Hallelujah" in the O.T. The Talmud and the Midrash call attention to the fact that it is connected with the overthrow of the wicked. We may note that it is the same with the first Hallelujah in the N.T. (Revelation 19:1, Revelation 19:2). 

105 Psalm 105 

Verse 1
For circumstances see note on 1 Chronicles 16:7.

the LORD. Hebrew. Jehovah. App-4. 

name. See note on Psalms 20:1. 

people = peoples. 

Verse 3
holy. See note on Exodus 3:5. 

Verse 4
face. Figure of speech Anthropopatheia. 

evermore = at all times, or continually. 

Verse 5
that = which. 

wonders: i.e. the miracles in Egypt. 

judgments = just decisions (given at Sinai). 

Verse 6
Abraham. Some codices read Israel. Compare 1 Chronicles 16:13. 

servant. Septuagint and Syriac read plural, "servants". 

children =. sons. 

Verse 7
God. Hebrew. Elohim. App-4. 

Verse 8
word = promise, as in Psalms 105:42. 

Verse 9
made = solemnized. 

Abraham. Compare Genesis 12:7; Genesis 15:18; Genesis 13:14-17. 

Isaac. Compare Genesis 26:3, Genesis 26:4. 

Verse 10
confirmed = [He] established. 

Jacob. Compare Genesis 28:13; Genesis 35:12; Genesis 48:1-4. See note on Genesis 50:24; compare Micah 7:20, and Hebrews 11:13. 

Israel: i.e. the spiritual seed; in contrast with Jacob, the natural seed. See notes on Genesis 32:28; Genesis 43:6; Genesis 45:26, Genesis 45:28. 

everlasting covenant. See notes on Genesis 9:15, and Isaiah 44:7. 

Verse 11
The lot = measuring line. Put by Figure of speech Metonymy (of Cause), App-6, for the inheritance measured off by it. 

Verse 12
they. Some codices, with Aram, and Syriac, read "ye": i.e. not the three Patriarchs, but the descendants of each one respectively. 

few men in number = men (Hebrew. methim. App-14. V) of number: i.e. soon numbered (see note on "almost", Proverbs 5:14). Compare Genesis 34:30. Deuteronomy 4:27; Deuteronomy 26:5. Jeremiah 44:28. (The opposite is "without number", Psalms 40:12.) This could not be said of the Patriarchs. 

Verse 13
When they went. Compare Psalms 105:23. 

Verse 14
man. Hebrew "adam. App-14. 

Verse 15
prophets: i.e. those who were men of God, and His spokesmen. Abraham so called (Genesis 20:7). See App-49. 

Verse 17
sent = had sent. 

man. Hebrew. "ish. 

them = their face. 

Even Joseph. Compare Genesis 37:28. 

Verse 18
Whose feet. Figure of speech Hysteresis. App-6. Further particulars Divinely revealed. 

He = His soul. Hebrew. nephesh. 

iron. Put by Figure of speech Metonomy (of Cause), for manacles made from it. 

Verse 19
his word: i.e. Joseph"s word: i.e. his interpretation of the dreams. 

came: came to pass. Compare Judges 7:13, Judges 7:21. 1 Samuel 9:6. 

word = utterance, as in Psalms 119:38 = what is said; here, the prophetic promise. 

tried = proved: i.e. proved his faith in the Divine promise (Genesis 37:5-11). 

Verse 20
The king sent. Compare Genesis 41:14, Genesis 41:39, Genesis 41:40, Genesis 41:44. 

the people = peoples. 

Verse 22
at his pleasure = according to his soul (i.e. his will). Hebrew. nephesh. 

senators = elders. 

Verse 23
Israel also came = So Israel came. Compare Psalms 105:13 and Genesis 46:1. 

Verse 24
enemies = adversaries. 

Verse 25
He turned. Compare Exodus 1:10; Exodus 4:21. 

Verse 26
Moses. Compare Psalms 105:17 above, and the Structure. See Exodus 3:10. 

Verse 27
They. Septuagint, Syriac, and Vulg, read "He". Compare Psalms 78:43. 

His signs = The words of His signs. 

land of Ham: i.e. Egypt. Compare Psalms 78:51; Psalms 106:22. 

Verse 28
darkness. This was the ninth plague (Exodus 10:21). All are not mentioned, not being needed. This is put first for the purpose implied in the next line. 

they rebelled not: i.e. Israel did not rebel against the command for circumcision. According to Exodus 12:48, no uncircumcised person could eat the Passover. This is implied in Joshua 5:2 by the expression, the "second time". 

Verse 30
brought forth = swarmed with. 

In. Figure of speech Ellipsis (App-6) = "[and they entered] into". 

Verse 31
And = [And there came]. coasts = borders, or boundaries. 

Verse 33
trees of their coasts = boundary trees. 

Verse 36
chief = firstlings. 

strength. Put by Figure of speech Metonymy (of Effect), App-6, for those produced by their strength or manly vigour. 

Verse 37
their = his: i.e. Israel"s (or Jehovah"s). 

Verse 38
Egypt. Put by Figure of speech Metonymy (of Adjunct), App-6. for Egyptians; the People (rnasc), not "Land" (fem.) 

Verse 42
promise. Same word as in Psalms 105:8, "word". 

Verse 43
And His chosen. Pl = Even His chosen [People], 

Verse 44
gave. Compare Psalms 105:11, "will I give", and see Structure. 

the heathen = nations. 

labour. Put by Figure of speech Metonymy (of Cause), App-6, for that which is produced by it. 

people = peoples. 

Verse 45
Praise ye THE LORD. Hebrew Hallelujah = Praise ye Jah. 

106 Psalm 106 

Verse 1
Praise ye THE LORD. Hebrew = Hallelu-jah. 

THE LORD. Hebrew Jah. App-4. 

the LORD. Hebrew. Jehovah. App-4. 

mercy = lovingkindness, or grace. 

Verse 3
Blessed = Oh how happy! Figure of speech Beatitude. App-63. 

he that doeth. Some codices, with two early printed editions, Aramaean, Septuagint, Syriac, and Vulgate, read "they that do". 

Verse 4
me. Some codices, with Septuagint, Syriac, and Vulgate, read "us". 

Verse 5
chosen . . . nation . . . inheritance. Note the three names of Jehovah"s People. 

Verse 6
sinned. Hebrew. chata". App-44. Note the three iniquity. Hebrew. "avah. App-44. classes of ill-doing. 

we have. Some codices, with one early printed edition, read "and have". 

wickedly = lawlessly. Hebrew. rasha". App-44. 

Verse 7
Egypt. It took forty hours to take Israel out of Egypt, but forty years to take Egypt out of Israel. 

provoked Him = rebelled. Hebrew. marah. Same word as in verses: Psalms 106:33, Psalms 106:43; not the same as in Psalms 106:29. 

Verse 8
Nevertheless. Compare Structure, Psalms 106:44. Figure of speech Palinodia. App-6. 

Verse 10
redeemed, as a kinsman. Hebrew. ga"al. See notes on Exodus 6:6; Exodus 13:13. 

Verse 11
enemies = adversaries. 

Verse 13
soon forgat. Characteristic of human nature. 

Verse 14
GOD. Hebrew El. App-4. 

Verse 15
soul. Hebrew. nephesh. App-13. 

Verse 16
saint = separated one. See note on Exodus 3:5. 

Verse 17
Dathan . . . Abiram. Korah not mentioned; not because of being an "older tradition" (as alleged), butbecause the "sons of Korah" were spared. See Psalm 42, Title, and compare Numbers 16:1-35 and Psalms 26:11. 

covered = overwhelmed. 

Verse 19
Horeb. So called here; not because the word of a later writer, but because "Horeb" was the higher name ("the mount of God", Exodus 3:1. 1 Kings 19:8), in order to show the heinousness of the sin. 

Verse 20
their glory. The primitive text was "My glory", but this was changed by the Sopherim to "their" out of a mistaken reverence. See App-33. 

glory. Put by Figure of speech Metonymy (of Adjunct), App-6, for God Himself. Who was and should have been He Whom they gloried in. 

Verse 22
land of Ham. Compare Psalms 78:51; Psalms 105:27. 

Verse 23
Moses. Compare Exodus 32:10-14. 

His chosen. Not theirs. 

Verse 25
murmured. Occurs only here, Deuteronomy 1:27, and Isaiah 29:24. 

And. Some codices, with two early printed editions, read this word in the text; others read "they". 

Verse 27
overthrow. Septuagint reads "disperse". 

Verse 28
Baal-peor. Compare Numbers 25:2, Numbers 25:3. 

the dead. This pertains to necromancy, Compare Deuteronomy 18:11. Isaiah 8:19. 

Verse 29
provoked = grieved, or irritated. Hebrew. ka"as. Not the same word as in verses: Psalms 106:7, Psalms 106:33, Psalms 106:43. 

Him. This word is read in text in some codices, with Septuagint, Syriac, and Vulgate 

inventions = doings. See Psalms 106:39 also. 

Verse 30
Phinehas. Compare Numbers 25:7, Numbers 25:8. 

Verse 31
counted. Compare Numbers 25:12, Numbers 25:13. 

Verse 32
angered = caused indignation. Occurs only here in the Psalms. 

strife. Hebrew. Meribah. Numbers 20:2-13. 

went ill = fared ill. 

Verse 33
his: i.e. Moses. 

spirit. Hebrew. ruach. App-9. 

spake unadvisedly. A very rare Hebrew word. Occurs only here in the Psalms. 

Verse 34
did not destroy. Compare Judges 1:21-29, &c. 

nations = peoples: i.e. the Canaanite nations. See App-23and App-25. 

commanded. Compare Exodus 23:32, Exodus 23:33 : and often repeated. For the reason, see App-23and App-25. 

Verse 35
heathen = nations: i.e. the nations of Canaan. Compare Psalms 106:38. See App-23and App-25. 

Verse 36
Which were = And they became. Some codices, with Septuagint and Vulgate, read "And it became". 

Verse 37
devils = demons. Compare Deuteronomy 32:17. 

Verse 38
polluted. The strongest word that could be used. Compare Numbers 35:33. Isaiah 24:5. 

Verse 43
Many times. Compare Judges 2:16. Nehemiah 9:27, &c. 

deliver = rescue. 

iniquity. Hebrew. "avon. App-44. 

Verse 45
remembered. repented. Figure of speech Anthropopatheia. App-6. 

Verse 46
pitied. Compare 2 Kings 25:27-30. Daniel, Nehemiah, Esther, Ezra; showing that the prayer of Solomon was answered (1 Kings 8:50). 

Of = Before: i.e. By. 

Verse 47
God. Hebrew. Elohim. App-4. 

gather us. Not necessary to suppose a late date for the Psalm. The Spirit of God spake by the prophets. David was a prophet (Acts 2:30, Acts 2:31). Moreover, the Dispersion was well known, being foretold in Deuteronomy 28:64. We might as well reason away 1 Kings 8:46-60, for Solomon himself prays this prayer. 

holy. See note on Exodus 3:5. 

name. See note on Psalms 20:1. 

Verse 48
Blessed. Figure of speech Benedictio. This Doxology closes this fourth book. Compare the closing Psalms of the other books. 

THE LORD. Hebrew Jah. See App-4. 

107 Psalm 107 

Introduction
Psa 107: 
THE FIFTH, OR DEUTERONOMY BOOK*. 

GOD""S WORD THE ONLY GOOD. 

"He sent His Word, and healed them. And delivered them from all their destructions" 
(Psalms 107:20; Psalms 147:15, Psalms 147:18.) 

107 DELIVERANCE BY THE HEALING WORD. 
108-110 THE TRUE DAVID""S HUMILIATION, DELIVERANCE, AND 
EXALTATION (Psalms 108:6). 
111-113 PRAISE. THREE HALLELUJAH PSALMS. THE FIRST TWO BEGINNING, AND THE THIRD, BOTH BEGINNING AND ENDING, WITH "HALLELUJAH"(Ps. 111 Being Praise For Jehovah""s WORKS 112, For His WAYS And 113, For HIMSELF.) 
114-115 DELIVERANCE FROM EGYPT, AND EGYPT""S IDOLS. 
116-118 PRAISE. THREE PSALMS. THE FIRST TWO ENDING WITH "HALLELUJAH", AND THE THIRD BEGINNING AND ENDING WITH "O GIVE THANKS". 
119 QUICKENING AND SUSTAINING || BY THE REVEALING WORD. 
120-134 DELIVERANCE FROM SENNACHERIB. TYPICAL OF ISRAEL""S FUTURE DELIVERANCE. Fifteen Psalms Arranged in Five Triads. (See Appdx-67.) 
135-136 PRAISE. TWO PSALMS LINKED TOGETHER BY ONE COMBINED STRUCTURE. 
137 DELIVERANCE OF CAPTIVES. SENNACHERIB""S CAPTIVES. (See notes) 
138 PRAISE. 
139 DELIVERANCE FROM AN EVIL HEART (Compare Ezekiel 36:26. Jeremiah 31:33.) 
140-144 PRAYER AND PRAISE. 
145 THE TRUE DAVID LEADING THE PRAISES OF HIS PEOPLE (Psalms 144:9). 
146-150 PRAISE. FIVE HALLELUJAH PSALMS, EACH BEGINNING AND ENDING WITH "HALLELUJAH". 

* DEUTERONOMY is man""s name for this book. It comes from the Greek Septuagint, and means "the second Law". It was given because Deuteronomy was a repetition of the Law, with variations, to suit the needs of the new generation in the Land. The title in the Hebrew Canon is, ""elleh haddebarim, "THESE ARE THE WORDS". It is the book which contains the words of God; and consists almost wholly of the testimonies, statutes, judgments, &c, of Jehovah. It was from this book that the Saviour made His three quotations, when He met the tempter with the threefold "It is written". It follows the Book of the Wilderness; and gives the reason for all the trials of the pilgrimage:"The LORD thy God led thee these forty years. .. that He might make thee know that man doth not live by bread only, but by every word that pro-ceedeth out of the mouth of the LORD doth man live" (Deuteronomy 8:2, Deuteronomy 8:3). The natural life, the giving of which is recorded in Genesis, is nothing worth if man be not begotten by the Word, and if the new nature thus given be not nourished by the Word. For only thus can man be truly said to "live ". 

Hence, in this Deuteronomy-Book of the Psalms we have the same leading subject. Its teaching, like that of the other books, is Dispensational; and it is grouped around the WORD. All blessing for Man (Book I), all blessing for Israel (Book II), all blessing for Zion (Book III), all blessing for the Earth and its Nations (Book IV), is bound up in the Word and Law of God. The breaking of that Law had been the source of Man""s sorrow, Israel""s dispersion, the Temple""s ruin, and the Earth""s misery. It will yet be seen that all blessing for Man, the gathering of Israel, the building of Zion, and restoration for the earth, is bound up with the Word of God, and with His Law written by His Spirit on the fleshy tables of the heart (Jeremiah 31:31-34. Ezekiel 36:24-38). 

What a wonderful thing for one to be brought to say "O how I love Thy Law !" (Psalms 119:97), when the breaking of that Law had brought in all the suffering! But it will be noted that this is said only after (in Psalm 118) the Resurrection of the Righteous Magnifier of that Law has been celebrated. 

This is the theme of the Deuteronomy-Book of the Psalms. It consists of forty-four Psalms, in which the title Jehovah occurs 293 times; and Jah, 13; while Elohim occurs only 41 times (4 of which are with Jehovah); El, 10 times; Eloha, twice. While the structure of the other books consists of two or three sections, this book is, like the Law of God itself, a perfect whole. It is the only book which has an even number of Psalms. Its first Psalm (107), as is the case with the first Psalms of the other books, is at once its key-note and epitome. 

Heb. Shehith = graves, or pits (from Shahath = to destroy), occurs only here and in Lamentations 4:20. The two passages, taken together, tell us that it is not merely the written Word which delivers from deep afflictions, but that the Living and Divine WORD,Who was "taken in their pits", is the alone Deliverer of His People from their graves. 

It will be noted that Ps. 119 is characteristic of the DEUTERONOMY Book of the Psalms; while Ps. 84 is characteristic of the LEVITICUS Book, and Ps. 90 of the NUMBERS Book. We cannot imagine these as being appropriate to any other Books. || The Quickening and Sustaining Word. This is characteristic of Ps. 119. Cp. vv. Psalms 107:25, Psalms 107:37, Psalms 107:40, Psalms 107:50, Psalms 107:88, Psalms 107:93, Psalms 107:107, Psalms 107:149, Psalms 107:154, Psalms 107:156; Psalms 107:159 (eleven occurrences). Moreover, the verb hayah (= to breathe, to live, to continue to live) is used sixteen times in this Psalm, always in the sense of keeping alive, or continuing in life. See KAL (Future), vv. Psalms 107:17, Psalms 107:77, Psalms 107:116, Psalms 107:144, Psalms 107:175. PIEL (Pret.), vv. Psalms 119:50; Psalms 119:93. PIEL (Imperative), vv. Psalms 119:25; Psalms 119:37; Psalms 119:40; Psalms 119:88; Psalms 119:107; Psalms 119:149; Psalms 119:154; Psalms 119:156; Psalms 119:159. 

In this connection, how suitable to Hezekiah. See Appdx-67, and note the Distress, which is the subject of the first Psalm of each of the five groups of "the songs of the Degrees"; and Hezekiah""s earnest prayer. Appdx-67 (iv and xiv). 

The Songs of THE Degrees are 15 in number (120 134, above). They correspond in number with the 15 years added to Hezekiah""s life. Ten are by Hezekiah (corresponding with the number of "the Degrees" by which the shadow of the sun went backward on the sundial of Ahaz, 2 Kings 20:8-11). Five are by others (4 by David and 1 by Solomon). Solomon""s Psalm occupies the centre (127); and, of the 7 on either side, 2 in each 7 are by David; and 10 (5 in each 7) by Hezekiah. 

In each 7 the name of JEHOVAH occurs 24 times, and JAH once in the third Psalm of each 7. In the central Psalm Jehovah occurs 3 times. 

The fifteen Psalms are arranged in five groups of 3 each. In each group, the subject of the first is Distress; the second is Trust in Jehovah; while the third speaks of Blessing and Peace in Zion. 

They are here in fulfilment of Hezekiah""s promise recorded in Isaiah 38:20. (For farther information see Appdx-73, and Dr. J. W. Thirtle""s Old Testament Problems. London, Henry Frowde.) 

The last five Hallelujah Psalms (146 150, p. 826) are an echo and reminiscence of the whole of the five books of the Psalter: 

146. GENESIS. Compare Psalms 107:4 with Genesis 2:7; Psalms 107:5 with Gen. 28; v. Psalms 146:6 with Gen 1. 
147. EXODUS. Compare v. Psalms 147:4 ("names") with Exodus 1:1-2; Exodus 1:20 with the building up of the nation (Exodus 1:7-20); and vv. Exodus 1:15; Exodus 1:19 with Ex. 20. 
148. LEVITICUS. Compare v. Psalms 148:14 ("a People near unto Him") with Leviticus 10:3. 
149. NUMBERS. Compare vv. Psalms 149:5-9 with Numbers 14:21; Numbers 24:17-24. The nations ruled and blessed I by the Saints. 
150. DEUTERONOMY. Compare v. Psalms 150:2 with Deuteronomy 3:24. 

Verse 1
The first Psalm of Book V. This book contains fifteen by David, one by Solomon (Psalm 127), and the rest anonymous (probably by Hezekiah, see App-67), certainly not later than his day. See notes on passages supposed to prove a later date. 

the LORD. Hebrew. Jehovah. App-4. 

mercy = lovingkindness, or grace; as in Psalms 107:43. 

Verse 2
redeemed. Hebrew. ga"al, to redeem by purchase. See notes on Exodus 6:6, and compare Exodus 13:13. 

hand. Put by Figure of speech Metonymy (of Cause), App-6, for the power exercised by it. 

enemy = adversary, or straitnesses. 

Verse 3
gathered. This is the subject of this last book. Gathered by His Word; and according to His Word. See the Structure, p. 826, and note, p. 827. 

the lands, &c. Figure of speech Topographia (App-6), for emphasis. The Psalm looks forward to the final ingathering of Israel. 

south = sea: i.e. the Red Sea. 

Verse 4
a solitary way = a trackless waste. 

city to dwell in = city of habitation, as in Psalms 107:7. 

Verse 5
soul. Hebrew. nephesh. App-13. 

trouble = strait. 

Verse 7
He led them forth. When this is the case, the way is always "right". 

the right way. Because it is His way: not the shortest, or most direct, or most pleasant; but it is the way of Grace and Favour. It is the way of Trial (Deuteronomy 8:2-4); the way of Safety; the way of Divine Provision and Miraculous Supplies; and it ends "right". 

Verse 8
goodness = lovingkindness, or grace; same word as "mercy" in Psalms 107:1. 

children = sons. 

men. Hebrew. "adam, App-14. 

Verse 9
filleth the hungry soul. Quoted in Luke 1:53. 

Verse 10
affliction = oppression. 

Verse 11
rebelled. This marks the subject of 4-9. 

words = sayings, utterances. 

GOD. Hebrew El. App-4. 

contemned = despised. 

the MOST HIGH. Hebrew. "Elyon. App-4. 

Verse 12
none to help = no sign of a helper. 

Verse 17
Fools = the Perverse, depending on their own wisdom, which is foolishness with God (1 Corinthians 1:20-25). Compare Proverbs 1:7; Proverbs 12:15; Proverbs 14:3, Proverbs 14:9; Proverbs 15:5; Proverbs 27:22. 

transgression. Hebrew. pasha". App-44. 

iniquities. Hebrew. "avah. App-44. Not the same word as in Psalms 107:42. 

are afflicted = bring affliction on themselves. 

Verse 20
He sent His Word = He sendeth. This is the key-note to the whole book. All blessing is bound up in this. Note the prophetic reference to Christ, the Living Word (John 1:1, John 1:2, John 1:14 and contrast with the written Word (Psalm 119). See the Structure, p. 826. 

sent =sendeth. 

healed = healeth. 

delivered =delivereth. 

destructions = graves. Hebrew shahath. Occurs only here andLam . The Divine Deliverer was "taken in their pits", and He alone can deliver from the grave. 

Verse 23
They that go down, &c. In the Heb, text, verses: Psalms 107:23-28 are marked by "inverted Nuns" (i.e. the letter Nun (N), inverted). There are nine altogether. There are two in Numbers 10:35, Numbers 10:36 (see note there), and seven in this Psalm. Psalms 107:23-28 each have one; also Psalms 107:40. These inverted letters are used as our "brackets" are, to indicate that, in the opinion of the Sopherim, the verses so marked should be transposed. But this is only an opinion, arrived at from not seeing the Structure of the Psalm, which, when examined, leaves nothing "inexplicable", as the transition from Psalms 107:38 to Psalms 107:39 is said to be. 

Verse 24
works. Some codices, with two early printed editions, read "work" (singular) 

Verse 25
wind. Hebrew. ruach. App-9. 

Verse 27
man. Hebrew "ish. App-14. 

are at their wit"s end. Hebrew all their wisdom swallows itself. 

Verse 30
bringeth = guideth: or, will gently guide. 

Verse 32
congregation = assembly, or convocation. 

assembly = session, or seated company. 

Verse 34
wickedness. Hebrew. ra"a". App-44. 

Verse 35
And. Note the Figure of speech Polysyndeton (App-6) in verses: Psalms 107:35-38, emphasizing each item which goes to make up the fulness of blessing. 

Verse 38
suffereth not, &c. Figure of speech Tapeinosis (App-6) = will abundantly multiply. 

Verse 39
Again, &c. So far from the transition from Psalms 107:38-39 being "inexplicable", or Psalms 107:40 being an "interpolation", the perfection of the repetition of the subject ("judgment") is shown by the Structure above. 

Verse 40
in the wilderness, where there is no way = a pathless waste. 

wilderness. Hebrew. tohu. Rendered "without form" in Genesis 1:2, describing what "the world that then was" had become by the disruption. 

Verse 41
the poor = a needy one. Hebrew. "ebyon. See note on Proverbs 6:11. 

from = after. 

Verse 42
iniquity. Hebrew. "aval. App-44. Not the same word as in Psalms 107:17. 

Verse 43
lovingkindness = lovingkindnesses (plural) Same word as "mercy", in Psalms 107:1. 

108 Psalm 108 

Verse 1
Title. A Song. Hebrew shir. App-65. 

Psalm. Hebrew. mizmor. App-65. 

of David. Psalms 108Â-110 relate to the true David, and His humiliation, deliverance, and triumph. The first of fifteen Davidic Psalms in this fifth book. This subject appears in each book as the root and source of all blessing. Instead of a new Psalm being written for this subject here, a composite Psalm is formed by a combination of parts of Psalms 57:7-11 and Psalms 60:6-12. See the notes there. 

God. Hebrew. Elohim. App-4. 

fixed = steadfast. 

my glory. Put by Figure of speech Metonymy (of Effect), App-6, for the heart or tongue which gives the glory. Compare Psalms 7:5; Psalms 16:9; Psalms 30:12; Psalms 57:8. Literally "Aye, fain would I glory", &c. 

Verse 2
awake early = awake the dawn. 

Verse 3
LORD. Hebrew. Jehovah. App-4. 

people = peoples. 

Verse 4
mercy = lovingkindness, or grace. 

clouds = skies. 

Verse 6
beloved = beloved ones (plural) 

Verse 7
spoken in: or sworn by. 

Verse 8
Manasseh. Some codices, with one early printed edition, read "And Manasseh". 

Verse 9
shoe. See note on Psalms 60:8. 

Verse 11
Thou. Some codices, with Septuagint, Syriac, and Vulgate, read "Thou" (emphatic) in the text. 

Verse 12
man. Hebrew. "adam. App-14. 

Verse 13
To the chief Musician. App-64. 

109 Psalm 109 

Verse 1
Title. A Psalm. Hebrew. mizmor. App-65. 

of David. See note on Psalms 108:1 (Title). 

God. Hebrew. Elohim. App-4. 

of. Genitive of Relation : i.e. Whom I praise. Compare Deuteronomy 10:21. 

Verse 2
the wicked = a lawless one. Hebrew. rasha". App-44. 

They have spoken against me. See verses: Psalms 109:6-19 for what they spoke. 

Verse 3
words of hatred. Written down in verses: Psalms 109:6-15. Compare 2 Samuel 16:5-13 for the type. 

without a cause. Compare John 15:25. 

Verse 4
I give myself unto prayer = I [am all] prayer. Compare Psalms 120:7 "I [am all] peace". As here in verses: Psalms 109:1-5 and verses: Psalms 109:21-27. 

Verse 5
rewarded me = set or put against me. Syriac reads "returned me". Not the same word as in Psalms 109:20, though the same thing is referred to. 

evil. Hebrew. ra"a". App-44. 

for my love. Note here the Ellipsis of the verb "saying", emphasizing what is said rather than the saying of it. This verb has often to be thus supplied. See Genesis 26:7. 1 Kings 20:34. Psalms 2:2; Psalms 144:12. Proverbs 1:21. Isaiah 5:9; Isaiah 14:8; Isaiah 18:2; Isaiah 22:13; Isaiah 24:14, Isaiah 24:15; Isaiah 28:9. Jeremiah 9:19; Jeremiah 11:19; Jeremiah 50:5. Lamentations 3:41. Hosea 14:8. Acts 9:6; Acts 10:15; Acts 14:22, &c. See note on Psalms 144:12. 

Verse 6
Set Thou = "[saying] Set Thou", &c. See note above. Note the Parenthesis (App-6), verses: Psalms 109:6-15. 

And let Satan = And then Satan will. 

Satan = an adversary. 

Verse 7
sin. Hebrew. chata. App-44. 

Verse 8
let another, &c. Quoted, but not fulfilled in Acts 1:20. 

office = overseership. 

Verse 9
children = sons. 

Verse 10
vagabonds = wanderers. 

seek their bread also out. Septuagint and Vulg, read "driven out". 

Verse 11
catch = lay a snare for. Compare 1 Samuel 28:9. 

Verse 12
mercy = kindness, or grace. 

Verse 13
their name. Some codices, with Septuagint and Vulgate, read "His name". 

Verse 14
iniquity. Hebrew. "avah. App-44. 

the LORD. Hebrew. Jehovah. App-4. 

Verse 15
Let them be, &c. This verse is the end of the Parenthesis, which begins with Psalms 109:6. 

Verse 16
Psalms 109:16 is a return to the subject of verses: Psalms 109:1-5, and by the same speaker of verses: Psalms 109:1-5. 

the poor = an oppressed one (Psalms 109:22). 

man. Hebrew "ish. App-14. 

the broken in heart = one broken in heart. Compare Psalms 109:22; Psalms 69:20. 

Verse 20
Let this be = This is. Psalms 109:16 is a return to the subject of verses: Psalms 109:1-5, and by the same speaker of verses: Psalms 109:1-5. 

reward = work. Not the same word as in Psalms 109:5. 

from the LORD = from Jehovah. It was He Who permitted it. Compare Psalms 109:27, "This is Thy hand; Thou, LORD, hast done it". See Psalms 22:15; Psalms 38:2, Psalms 38:3; Psalms 39:9, Psalms 39:10. Compare 2 Samuel 16:11, "the LORD hath bidden him". 

speak evil. See verses: Psalms 109:6-19 for the evil spoken. 

soul. Hebrew. nephesh. App-13. 

Verse 21
GOD. Hebrew. Jehovah. App-4. 

the Lord. Hebrew Adonai. App-4. 

name"s. See note on Psalms 20:1. 

Verse 22
poor = oppressed. Refers to Messiah. Compare Psalms 109:16. See Psalms 40:17; Psalms 69:29; Psalms 70:5; Psalms 86:1. 

heart. Compare Psalms 109:16. 

Verse 27
this is Thy hand. See note on "from the LORD", Psalms 109:20. Put by Figure of speech Metonymy (of Cause), App-6, for what is done by the hand. 

Thou, LORD, hast done it. See note on Psalms 109:20. The same is said of Messiah"s exaltation. See Psalms 118:23. 

Verse 28
Let them curse. As in verses: Psalms 109:6-15
let Thy servant rejoice = Thy servant shall rejoice. 

Verse 29
Let mine, &c. Contrast this with the malignity of verses: Psalms 109:6-19 and characterized in verses: Psalms 109:16-19. 

Verse 31
He shall stand, &c. Contrast this with Psalms 109:6. 

poor = needy. Not the same word as in Psalms 109:16. 

condemn his soul. Compare the Structure, Psalms 109:20, with Psalms 109:31. 

110 Psalm 110 

Verse 1
Title. A Psalm. Hebrew. mizmor. App-65. 

of David. Relating to the true David, and interpreted of Him and by Him. See note below. 

The LORD. Hebrew. Jehovah. App-4. Quoted in Matthew 22:41-46. Acts 2:34, Acts 2:35. Hebrews 1:13. 

said. Hebrew. ne"um Jehovah = "the Greekcle (or oracular utterance) of Jehovah". It is almost always used of the immediate direct utterance of Jehovah Himself; seldom of that of the prophet; (Numbers 24:3, Numbers 24:15); David (2 Samuel 23:1). 

my Lord = Adonai, App-4. : i.e. David"s Lord: i.e. the Messiah. Compare Matthew 22:41-46. 

Sit Thou, &c. Figure of speech Anthropopatheia. App-6. 

Until I make, &c. Quoted or referred to seven times in N.T. (Matthew 22:44. Mark 12:36. Luke 20:42. Acts 2:34. Hebrews 1:13; Hebrews 10:13. 1 Corinthians 15:25). 

make Thine enemies Thy footstool = set Thine enemies [as] a footstool for Thy feet. In the New Testament, Greek = tithemi (2 aor. subj.) = "shall have placed". 1 Corinthians 15:25 is the exception, where it is not "set as a footstool", but put "under", because Christ"s session on His own throne (Matthew 25:31. Revelation 3:21) is there referred to, instead of His session on His Father"s throne, as in all the other quotations. 

Verse 2
the rod of Thy strength = Thy strong staff. Genitive of Character, App-17. The reference is to the ancestral staff, marking the priest as well as the prince, and handed down here to Messiah, David"s son. 

Zion. See App-68. Compare Romans 11:25-27. 

enemies = foes. 

Verse 3
shall be. Supply Ellipsis (App-6) thus: "[shall offer] themselves for voluntary offerings, in the day that Thou warrest". 

willing = freewill offerings, as in Exodus 35:29; Exodus 36:3. 1 Chronicles 29:9, 1 Chronicles 29:14, 1 Chronicles 29:17. Ezra 3:5; Ezra 8:28. 

the beauties of holiness. Some codices, with two early printed editions, read "in (or on) the holy mountains". 

from the womb, &c. Supply Ellipsis (App-6): "[as the dew] from the womb before the morning I have begotten thee [a son]". Compare Psalms 2:7. There should be no stop after the word "morning". 

youth = a son. 

Verse 4
sworn. Corresponding with "said" (Psalms 110:1). 

Thou: i.e. Messiah (David"s son and Lord), not David himself, who was not of the tribe of Levi. 

Thou art, &c. Quoted in Hebrews 5:6; Hebrews 7:17. 

After the order. Compare Genesis 14:18. Hebrews 5:6, Hebrews 5:10; Hebrews 6:20; Hebrews 7:1-28. 

Melchizedek. His priesthood was unique, and did not pass to another, as did Aaron"s. Hence, Christ"s priesthood, being in Resurrection life and Ascension glory, will continue for ever, and He will be a priest upon His throne (Zechariah 6:13), and a priest for ever. 

Verse 5
The LORD*. One of the 134 places where the Sopherim changed Jehovah to Adonai. See App-32. 

Verse 6
heathen = nations. Compare Joel 3:9-17. Zechariah 14:1-4. 

He shall fill, &c. = "Let Him judge among the peoples [a region] full of corpses. 

heads = head (Revelation 19:11-21): i.e. the Antichrist. 

many countries = a great land. 

Verse 7
of = from. The verse begins with this word (Hebrew = M = from), and thus corresponds with the "from" of Psalms 110:3 (member M, above). 

the head = [his] head. 

111 Psalm 111 

Verse 1
Praise ye THE LORD. Hebrew Hallelu-Jah. App-4. 

the LORD. Hebrew. Jehovah. App-4. 

assembly = conclave, or secret assembly. 

Verse 2
works. The great subject of this Psalm, as His ways are of the next. Compare Revelation 15:3. 

Verse 3
glorious = majestic. 

Verse 4
gracious, &c. See Exodus 34:6, Exodus 34:7. 

Verse 5
meat. Hebrew "prey". Put by Figure of speech Synecdoche (of Species), App-6, for food of all kinds. 

fear = revere. 

Verse 6
heritage = inheritance. 

heathen = nations. 

Verse 7
works. . . are. Some codices read "work . . . is" (singular) 

Verse 9
He sent, &c. Quoted in Luke 1:68. 

redemption. Involves three things: (1) His People; (2) His covenant; (3) His name. 

Holy. See note on Exodus 3:5. 

reverend = to be feared. Hebrew. nora" from yare" to be afraid. The Niphal Part, (as here) rendered "dreadful" (5); "to be feared" (3); "fearful" (2); "fearfully" (1); "to be had in reverence" (1); "reverend" (1); "terrible" (24); "terrible acts" (1); "terrible things" (5); "terribleness" (1). Compare Psalms 45:4; Psalms 47:2; Psalms 65:5; Psalms 66:3, Psalms 66:5; Psalms 68:35; Psalms 76:12; Psalms 99:3; Psalms 106:22, &c. 

Verse 10
fear = reverence. 

beginning. Not wisdom itself, or its end, but only the beginning of it. See notes on Job 28:28. Proverbs 1:7. 

112 Psalm 112 

Verse 1
The second of three Hallelujah Psalms, and of the pair (111, 112). See note above. Also an Acrostic Psalm. See App-63. 

THE LORD. Hebrew Jah. App-4. 

Blessed = Happy. See App-63. 

man. Hebrew. "Ish. App-14. 

the LORD. Hebrew eth Jehovah: i.e. Jehovah Himself. App-4. 

Verse 4
the upright = upright ones (plural) 

Verse 5
A good man, &c. Or, Good [is] the man that, &c. 

lendeth. Put by Figure of speech Synecdoche (of Species), App-6, for all kinds of merciful acts. 

Verse 6
The righteous = A righteous one. 

Verse 7
evil tidings. Hebrew "evil hearing"; put by Figure of speech Metonymy (of Adjunct), App-6, for whatever bad news may be heard. 

trusting = confiding. Hebrew. batah. See App-69. 

the LORD. Hebrew. Jehovah. App-4. 

Verse 9
He hath dispersed. Quoted in 2 Corinthians 9:9. 

poor = helpless ones. Hebrew. "ebyon (plural) See note on Proverbs 6:11. 

Verse 10
The wicked = A lawless one. Hebrew. rasha". App-44. 

desire. Probably = hope, as in Psalms 9:18; Prov; Psalms 10:28. 

the wicked = lawless ones (plural) App-44. 

113 Psalm 113 

Verse 1
The third of these three Hallelujah Psalms (111, 113). The Psalms of this group are called the Hallel Psalms (113, 118). Psalms 113 and 114 were sung before the Paschal meal (but after the second of the four cups of wine); 115, 118 after it. The last probably sung by the Lord Jesus (Matthew 26:30). Praise ye THE LORD. Hebrew Hallelu-Jah. 

THE LORD. Hebrew Jah. App-4. 

the LORD. Hebrew. Jehovah. App-4. 

name. See note on Psalms 20:1. 

Verse 2
Blessed. Figure of speech Benedictio, not Beatitude App-6. 

the LORD. Hebrew. Jehovah. App-4. 

Verse 5
Who is like . . . ? This is ever the outburst of the saints" praise. See note on Exodus 15:11. 

God. Hebrew. Elohim. App-4. 

Verse 6
heaven = the heavens. 

Verse 7
the poor = an impoverished one. 

the needy = a needy one. Compare 1 Samuel 2:8. 

Verse 8
with princes . . . with the princes. Figure of speech Anadiplosis (App-6), for emphasis. 

Verse 9
children = sons.

114 Psalm 114 

Verse 1
When Israel. Compare Exodus 13:3. 

Egypt. Not Babylon. The Psalm not post-exilic. 

Jacob. See notes on Genesis 32:28; Genesis 43:6; Genesis 46:27, Genesis 46:28. 

Verse 2
was = became. See note on Genesis 1:2. 

Verse 3
The sea. Compare Exodus 14:21. 

Jordan. Compare Joshua 3:13. 

Verse 5
What. ? Figure of speech Erotesis. App-6. 

Verse 7
the Lord. Hebrew Adon. App-4. 

GOD. Hebrew Eloah. App-4. 

Verse 8
turned = changed. 

standing = pool. 

115 Psalm 115 

Verse 1
Not. Hebrew. l"o (not "al). Supply Ellipsis thus:"Not to us LORD, not to us [belongeth glory] but to Thy name give the glory". 

LORD. Hebrew. Jehovah. App-4. 

name. See note on Psalms 20:1. 

mercy = lovingkindness, or grace. 

and. Some codices, with one early printed edition, Aramaean, Septuagint, Syriac, and Vulgate, read this "and" in the text. 

Verse 2
heathen = nations. 

God. Hebrew. Elohim. App-4. 

Verse 4
silver and gold. Put by Figure of speech Metonymy (of Cause), App-6, for what is made from them. Compare Psalms 135:15-19. 

work. Some codices, with Septuagint and Vulgate, read plural, "works". 

men"s. Hebrew. "adam. App-14. 

Verse 5
mouths = a mouth (singular) 

Verse 6
Noses = a nose (singular) 

Verse 7
speak = make a sound. 

Verse 8
So is. Some codices, with Septuagint, Syriac, and Vulgate, read "And [so is]". 

trusteth = confldeth. Hebrew. batah. App-69. 

Verse 9
Israel. Some codices, with Septuagint, Syriac, and Vulgate, read "house of Israel". See notes on Genesis 32:28; Genesis 43:6; Genesis 46:27, Genesis 46:28. 

He is their help, &c. Figure of speech Epistrophe (App-6), in verses: Psalms 115:9, Psalms 115:11. 

shield. See note on Psalms 84:9. 

Verse 12
He will bless us; He will bless. Figure of speech Anadiplosis (App-6), for emphasis. 

the house of Israel. Compare Psalms 135:19. See note on Exodus 16:31. 

Verse 13
He will bless. Figure of speech Anaphora (App-6), taken with the last line of Psalms 115:12. 

fear = revere. 

small and great. Both plural. Figure of speech Syntheton. App-6. 

and = with. 

Verse 14
children = sons. 

Verse 17
THE LORD. Hebrew Jah. App-4. 

Verse 18
Praise THE LORD. Hebrew Hallelu-Jah. 

116 Psalm 116 

Verse 1
the LORD. Hebrew. Jehovah. App-4. 

My voice and my supplications = My supplicating voice. Figure of speech Hendiadys. App-6. So some codices, with Septuagint, Syriac, and Vulgate, read "the voice of my supplication". 

Verse 3
sorrows = cords. Put by Figure of speech Metonymy (of Cause), App-6, for the pains produced by them. 

hell = Sheol. See App-35. 

gat hold. Figure of speech Prosopopoeia. App-6. 

Verse 4
Then called I = I will call, as in Psalms 116:13. See the Structure. 

my soul = me (emphatic). Hebrew. nephesh. App-13. 

Verse 5
Gracious. Compare Exodus 34:6, Exodus 34:7. 

God. Hebrew. Elohim. App-4. 

merciful = full of compassion. 

Verse 6
simple = sincere or guileless ones; not "foolish" in the modern usage. 

Verse 7
rest. Plural for emphasis. 

For = Because. 

Verse 10
I believed = I believed[Him]. Quoted in 2 Corinthians 4:13. 

Verse 11
haste = hasting. 

All men. Hebrew. "adam (with Art.) = all humanity. 

liars: or false. 

Verse 12
What shall I render . . . ? Note the answer in next verse. 

Verse 13
I will take. The way to render thanks is to receive yet more grace. 

And call = And [I will] call. 

Verse 15
Precious. See note on 1 Samuel 3:1. 

saints = separated ones. 

Verse 17
offer = sacrifice. Hebrew. zabach. App-43. 

Verse 19
Praise ye THE LORD = Hallelu-Jah. See App-4. 

117 Psalm 117 

Verse 1
praise, &c. Quoted in Romans 15:11. 

the LORD. Hebrew. Jehovah.with "eth = Jehovah Himself. App-4. 

Praise = Laud. See note on Psalms 63:3. 

people = peoples. 

Verse 2
merciful kindness = lovingkindness, or grace. 

is great toward = overcame, or prevailed over. Compare Psalms 103:11. 

Praise ye THE LORD. Hebrew Hallelu-Jah. App-4. 

118 Psalm 118 

Verse 1
the LORD. Hebrew. Jehovah. App-4. 

mercy = lovingkindness, or grace. 

Verse 5
THE LORD. Hebrew Jah. App-4. 

and set me in a large place. The current Hebrew text = with the deliverance of JAH, bammerhab yah (two words). The Massoretic text reads it as one word, bammerhabyah = with deliverance. The Authorized Version and Revised Version transfer the yah to the beginning of the clause, and are then compelled to make out the sense by supplying "and set me". They do not even notice the Massoretic reading. The printed text reads: "I called upon Jah in distress, He answered me with the deliverance of Yah. "The Massoretic text reads: "I called upon Jah in distress, He answered me with deliverance. "

Verse 6
The LORD, &c. Hebrew. Jehovah. App-4. Quoted in Hebrews 13:6. 

man = a man. Hebrew. "adam. App-14. 

Verse 8
It is better . . . Than. Figure of speech Connotes (App-6), repeated in Psalms 118:9. 

better = good. By Figure of speech Heterosis (App-6), the Positive is put for the Comparative, and is so rendered. 

trust = flee for refuge. Hebrew. hasah. App-69. 

put confidence. Hebrew. batah. App-69. 

man. Hebrew. "adam. App-14. 

Verse 10
All. Put by Figure of speech Synecdoche (of Genus), App-6, for a large number, or many. 

But, &c. Figure of speech Epistrophe (App-6), repeated in Psalms 118:11. 

Verse 11
They compassed . . . they compassed. Figure of speech Epizeuxis (App-6), for emphasis. 

Verse 12
They compassed. Figure of speech Anaphora (App-6), repeated from Psalms 118:11. 

are quenched. Septuagint reads "blazed up". 

the name. See note on Psalms 20:1. 

Verse 13
Thou. Does this refer to the "man" of Psalms 118:6? 

Verse 14
song. Put by Figure of speech Metonymy (of Adjunct), App-6, for the theme of the song. 

salvation. Compare Psalms 118:21. Exodus 15:2. Isaiah 12:2. Put by Figure of speech Metonymy (of Cause), App-6, for Him Who saves = my Saviour. 

Verse 15
tabernacles = tents, or dwellings. Hebrew. "ohel. App-40(3). 

The right hand. Figure of speech Anthropopatheia. App-6. 

doeth valiantly. Figure of speech Coenotes (App-6), repeated in Psalms 118:16. 

Verse 17
works. Some codices, with one early printed edition, read "work" (singular) 

Verse 22
The stone: i.e. the Messiah. See Genesis 49:24. A stone of stumbling, Isaiah 8:14 (compare Romans 9:33. 1 Peter 2:8); a "tried stone", "precious", "sure", Isaiah 28:16; the rejected stone (compare Matthew 21:42. Mark 12:10, Mark 12:11. Luke 20:17. Acts 4:11. 1 Peter 2:4). The true foundation, Isaiah 28:16 (compare Matthew 16:18. 1 Corinthians 3:11. Ephesians 2:20). 

refused. See note above, and compare Structure, 22-24 with 26-28, above. Here the present Dispensation comes in. See App-72. 

Verse 23
This is the LORD"S doing. Messiah"s exaltation is thus like the humiliation (Psalms 109:27). 

Verse 25
Save now, &c. Hebrew "Hosanna" = Save, I pray. Not a Particle of time, but of entreaty (as in Ecclesiastes 12:1). Repeated four times for emphasis. Literally "I pray Thee, Jehovah; Save; I pray Thee; I pray Thee, O Jehovah". 

Verse 26
Blessed, &c. See Matthew 21:9; Matthew 23:39. Mark 11:9. Luke 13:35; Luke 19:38. John 12:13. 

you. Plural. 

Verse 27
GOD. Hebrew El. App-4. 

Bind. Hebrew. "asar, to bind, or join. Here, in its idiomatic usage, to join, so as to make ready (Genesis 46:29. Exodus 14:6. 1 Kings 18:44. 2 Kings 9:21), or begin (1 Kings 20:14. 2 Chronicles 13:3). 

sacrifice. Hebrew. hag = a feast, or festal [sacrifice]. See note on Exodus 23:18, and compare Exodus 5:1; Exodus 12:14; Exodus 23:14. Leviticus 23:39, Leviticus 23:41. Numbers 29:12. Deuteronomy 16:15. Zechariah 14:16, Zechariah 14:18, Zechariah 14:19. 

cords = wreaths, or garlands, as in Exodus 28:14, Exodus 28:22, Exodus 28:24, Exodus 28:25; Exodus 39:15, Exodus 39:17, Exodus 39:18. 

even unto. Hebrew. "ad = up to or during: i.e. even until [it is consummated at] the horns of the altar. "Ad denotes progression in time. Translate: "Make ready the festal sacrifice with garlands until [it is consummated at] the horns of the altar. "Compare Acts 14:13. There is nothing about "to the altar" here. 

Verse 28
praise = give thanks. 

God. Hebrew. Elohim. App-4. 

119 Psalm 119 

Verse 1
Probably by Hezekiah. See App-67, Psalms 123:3, and notes below. An Acrostic Psalm (App-63), in which each verse in each of the twenty-two sections commences with the twenty-two successive letters of the Hebrew alphabet: i.e. the first eight begin with Aleph (= A), the second eight with Beth (= B), &c.: making 176 verses in all (i.e. 8 x 22). For the ten words (corresponding with the Ten Commandments) which are characteristic of this Psalm, see App-73. 

Blessed = How happy (see App-63.). Here plural = O the great happiness. 

way. The first of the ten words. See App-73. The thirteen occurrences of this word in this Psalm are all noted below, as are those of the other nine. 

law. The sixth in order of the ten words. See App-73. 

the LORD. Hebrew. Jehovah. App-4. 

Verse 2
Blessed. This Psalm, begins with a double Beatitude. See App-63. 

keep = guard. 

testimonies. The second in order of the ten words. See App-73. 

Verse 3
iniquity = perversity. Hebrew. "aval. App-44. 

Verse 4
precepts. The third in order of the ten words. See App-73. 

Verse 5
statutes. The ninth in order of the ten words. See App-73. 

Verse 6
ashamed = put to shame; not shame of conscience. 

commandments. The tenth in order of the ten words. See App-73. 

Verse 7
praise = give thanks, as in Psalms 92:1, &c. 

righteous = righteousness: i.e. judgments of Thy righteousness. The eighth in order of the ten words. See App-73. 

judgments. The seventh in order of the ten words. See App-73. 

Verse 8
not utterly = not in any wise. Compare Psalms 119:43. 

Verse 9
a young man. The writer not necessarily a youth. 

way = path. Not the same word as in Psalms 119:1. 

By taking = So as to take. Put interrogation at end of the second line instead of the first. 

word = the articulate subject-matter of what is said. The tenth in order of the ten words of this Psalm. See note on Psalms 18:30. App-73. Not the same word as in Psalms 119:11. Some codices, with Aramaean, Septuagint, Syriac, and Vulgate, read "words" (plural) 

Verse 11
word = the mode, or purport of what is said. The fifth in order of the ten words of this Psalm. See App-73. Some codices, with one early printed edition, Aramaean, Septuagint, Syriac, and Vulgate, read "words" (plural) 

hid = treasured up. 

sin. Hebrew. chata". App-44. 

Verse 13
lips . . . declared. Figure of speech Paronomasia. App-6: bispatay sipparti. 

Verse 16
word. Same word as in Psalms 119:9 (not Psalms 119:11): but some codices, with two early printed editions, Aramaean, Septuagint, Syriac, and Vulgate, read "words" (plural) 

Verse 18
Open = Unveil. behold = discern, or see clearly. 

Verse 19
stranger = foreigner sojourning. 

Verse 20
soul. Hebrew. nephesh. App-13. 

breaketh for = hath broken owing to. Occurring again only in Lamentations 3:16. 

longing = fervent desire; same word as verses: Psalms 119:40, Psalms 119:174, but not Psalms 119:131. 

Verse 21
err = go far astray (through wine or passion). Same word as "wander" (Psalms 119:10), and "err" (Psalms 119:118). Hebrew. shagah App-44. 

Verse 22
reproach and contempt. Compare Psalms 123:3, Psalms 123:4, confirming Hezekiah"s suggested authorship. 

Verse 24
also = nevertheless. See Psalms 129:2. 

my counsellors = men (Hebrew. "ish, App-14) of my counsel. 

Verse 25
dust. Put by Figure of speech Metonymy (of Adjunct), App-6, for the dead, as in Psalms 30:9. Ecclesiastes 12:7. 

Quicken . . . me = Give me life, or keep me alive. The first of nine prayers for quickening (Imperative), verses: Psalms 119:37, Psalms 119:40, Psalms 119:88, Psalms 119:107, Psalms 119:149, Psalms 119:154, Psalms 119:156, Psalms 119:159. Twice as a statement of fact, verses: Psalms 119:50, Psalms 119:93. 

word. As in Psalms 119:9; but some codices read " words" (plural) 

Verse 27
talk = meditate. 

Verse 28
melteth = weepeth. Occurs only here. Job 16:20. Ecclesiastes 10:18. 

word. As in Psalms 119:9. Some codices read plural; but other codices, with Septuagint and Vulgate, read "by (or in) thy words" (plural) 

Verse 30
laid = set. 

Verse 31
stuck = cleaved, or adhered. 

Verse 32
enlarge my heart = set my heart at liberty, as in Isaiah 60:5. 2 Corinthians 6:11, 2 Corinthians 6:13. 

Verse 33
Teach me = Show, or make me to see. 

Verse 37
way. Some codices, with three early printed editions, Aramaean, and Syriac, read "ways" (plural) 

Verse 38
Who is devoted to Thy fear. Supply Ellipsis thus: "Which [leadeth to] reverence of Thee"; or, "Which [pertaineth to]", &c. 

Verse 39
fear = dread. 

Verse 40
in: or by. 

righteousness. Hebrew. zedakah. See App-73. 

Verse 41
mercies = lovingkindnesses. 

Verse 42
wherewith = a word. Hebrew. dabar as in Psalms 119:9. See App-73. 

reproacheth. See note on "contempt", Psalms 123:3. 

trust in = confide in. Hebrew. batah. App-69. 

word. Some codices, with one early printed edition, Aramaean, Septuagint, and Syriac, read "words" (plural) 

Verse 44
For ever and ever. Put by Figure of speech Synecdoche (of Whole), App-6, for a part: i.e. the rest of his life. 

Verse 45
at liberty = at large. Compare Psalms 118:5. 

Verse 46
kings. So Hezekiah testified, doubtless, when kings sent presents and embassies to him (2 Chronicles 32:22, 2 Chronicles 32:23). No occasion to suggest a later date for this Psalm. 

Verse 47
have loved = love. Septuagint adds "much". 

Verse 48
My hands, &c. Hebrew idiom = to swear by, as in Genesis 14:22. Exodus 6:8 (margin) Deuteronomy 32:40. Ezekiel 20:5, Ezekiel 20:6; Ezekiel 36:7. See note on Exodus 17:16. 

Verse 49
Upon which. This is supported by the Septuagint and Vulgate. In Deuteronomy 29:25 it is rendered "Because". 

caused me to hope. Our hope is based on believing what we have "heard" from God. Compare Hebrews 11:1 with Romans 10:17. 

Verse 50
comfort. The word occurs (as a noun) elsewhere only in Job 6:10. 

quickened me = kept me alive. See note on Psalms 119:25. 

proud = insolent (like Rabshakeh). 

Verse 53
Horror = Indignation. 

wicked = lawless. Hebrew. rasha". 

Verse 54
songs. Put by Figure of speech Metonymy (of Subject), App-6, for the theme of my songs. 

Verse 55
name. See note on Psalms 20:1. 

Verse 56
This. Supply Ellipsis (App-6) thus: "This [comfort] I had". 

Verse 57
The division is better made thus, dispensing with the supposed Ellipsis: I have said "Jehovah is my portion, That I might keep Thy word. "
Verse 58
favour. Hebrew face; put by Figure of speech Metonymy (of Adjunct), App-6, for what is indicated by it. 

merciful = gracious. 

Verse 61
robbed = surrounded. Compare Sennacherib"s investment of Hezekiah. See App-67. 

Verse 63
companion = fellow of the same party. 

fear = revere. 

Verse 64
mercy = lovingkindness, or grace. 

Verse 67
Before. If we begin this verse with the word "Till", and Psalms 119:71 with ""Tis", then each verse in this section will commence with "T", as it does in the Hebrew. 

afflicted = oppressed. 

But now. Compare Hebrews 12:6-11, and references there. 

Verse 68
good = kind. doest good = actest kindly. 

Verse 71
It is. See note on Psalms 119:67. 

good = right, or fitting. 

Verse 72
gold and silver. Put by Figure of speech Metonymy (of Cause), App-6, for coins made from these metals. 

Jod. This is the small letter referred to in Matthew 5:18. 

Verse 73
fashioned = formed. Compare Job 31:15; also Deuteronomy 32:18. 

Verse 74
fear = revere. 

Verse 75
right = righteousness, as in Psalms 119:7. 

afflicted = humbled. 

Verse 76
merciful kindness = lovingkindness, or grace. 

Verse 77
tender mercies = compassions. 

For, &c. This is the ground of his prayer. 

delight. Plural as in Psalms 119:92 = great delight. 

Verse 78
proud = insolent, or arrogant. 

perversely = with falsehood. 

without a cause. Compare John 15:25 with Romans 3:24 ("freely"). 

Verse 79
those that have known. Some codices read "and they shall know". 

Verse 80
sound = thorough. 

Verse 82
fail. Same word as "fainteth", in Psalms 119:81. 

Verse 83
bottle = wine-skin: i.e. black and shrivelled. Compare Job 30:30. 

Verse 84
many: i.e. few at the most. Compare Psalms 89:47. 2 Samuel 19:34. 

execute judgment = vindicate. 

Verse 85
Which, &c. = "[Men] who are not", &c. 

after = according to. 

Verse 86
faithful = faithfulness. 

wrongfully. See note on "perversely", Psalms 119:78. 

Verse 87
almost = soon. See note on "almost" (Proverbs 5:14). 

consumed = made an end of. 

Verse 89
For ever, O LORD. Supply Ellipsis (App-6), "For ever [art Thou], O Jehovah [For ever] Thy Word", &c. 

settled = standeth fast, as the earth: i.e. endureth for ever (Psalms 102:12, Psalms 102:26. Isaiah 40:8. Luke 16:17. 1 Peter 1:25). So Christ, the Living Word (John 12:34). 

Verse 90
abideth = standeth, as in Psalms 119:91. 

Verse 91
They: i.e. heaven and earth. 

continue = stand, as in Psalms 119:90. 

this day = [to] this day, or to-day. 

ordinances = regulations. Hebrew. mishpat. The seventh of the ten words. App-73. Compare Psalms 119:132. 

all. With Art. = the whole [universe]. 

Verse 94
sought = inquired into, or studied. Compare Psalms 105:4. 

Verse 96
all perfection = an end, or limit to all things. Compare Job 26:10; Job 28:3. 

Thy commandment, &c. = spacious exceedingly [are] Thy commandments: i.e. including all (as opposed to "end"). 

they are = it [is]: i.e. the Law containing the commandments. 

Verse 99
than all my teachers. Because Divinely taught Divine wisdom. 

Verse 100
ancients = elders, or the aged ones. 

Verse 101
evil. Hebrew. ra"a". App-44. 

way. Including religious way, in the sense of Acts 9:2; Acts 19:9, Acts 19:23; Acts 24:14. Compare Acts 16:17; Acts 18:26; especially in Psalms 119:104. 

word. Same word as in Psalms 119:9. Some codices, with one early printed edition, with Aramaean, Septuagint, Syriac, and Vulgate, read "words" (plural) 

Verse 102
departed = swerved. 

taught = directed. 

Verse 103
sweet = smooth, or agreeable. Not the same word as in Psalms 19:10. 

Verse 105
lamp: or lantern, for light on the path for the feet; not merely a light for the eyes (Psalms 19:8). 

Verse 106
I will perform it. Some codices, with seven early printed editions, Aramaean, Septuagint, Syriac, and Vulgate, read "I have performed it"; but some codices, with four early printed editions (1 in margin), read "and will perform it". 

Verse 109
in my hand. An idiom for great danger. Compare Judges 12:3. 1 Samuel 19:5; 1 Samuel 28:21. Job 13:14. 

Verse 110
erred = to err from the paths of virtue and piety. Hebrew. ta"ah; not the same word as in verses: Psalms 119:21, Psalms 119:118. 

Verse 113
thoughts = divided or doubting thoughts. Same root as 1 Kings 18:21 (compare James 1:8); or, them that are of double mind. 

Verse 114
hiding place. Compare Psalms 32:7; Psalms 91:1. shield. Compare Psalms 84:9, and note. Figure of speech Anthropopatheia. App-6. 

Verse 115
God. Hebrew. Elohim. App-4. But "my God" implies Jehovah. 

Verse 116
live. See note || on p. 827. 

Verse 117
and I shall be safe = so shall I be saved. 

have respect unto. Aram, and Syriac read "find dear delight in". Septuagint reads "shall meditate". 

Verse 118
trodden down: or set at naught. 

Verse 119
Thou puttest away. Septuagint and Vulg, read "I have accounted". 

Verse 120
My flesh trembleth: or, My flesh creeps (as we say). Compare Job 4:15, i.e. at the judgment executed on the wicked. 

Verse 121
justice = righteousness. Same word as in Psalms 119:7. 

Verse 122
proud = arrogant. This is the only verse in this Psalm which has not one of the "ten words", unless we may include the Living Word Himself, Who is the "surety" for His people. See note on Proverbs 11:15, and compare Hebrews 7:22. See App-73. 

Verse 124
mercy = lovingkindness, or grace. 

Verse 126
to work: i.e. to intervene. 

Verse 129
wonderful. Same root as in verses: Psalms 119:18, Psalms 119:27. 

keep = keep safely. 

Verse 130
entrance = doorway; which was always an open way for the light, in the absence of windows. 

simple = sincere, as opposed to crafty. 

Verse 131
I longed. An Aramaic word (ya"ab). Occurs only here. Weaker than in verses: Psalms 119:20, Psalms 119:40, Psalms 119:174. 

Verse 132
merciful = gracious. 

As Thou usest to do = According to Thy ordinance. Hebrew. mishpat. The seventh in order of the "ten words" (App-73). So rendered in Psalms 119:91. 

name. See note on Psalms 20:1. 

Verse 133
Order = Direct, or guide. 

in = by. Some codices, with one early printed edition, Septuagint, and Vulgate, read "according to". 

iniquity. Hebrew "aven. App-44. 

Verse 134
Deliver: i.e. by power. Hebrew. padah. See notes on Exodus 6:6 with Exodus 13:13. Not the same word as verses: Psalms 119:153, Psalms 119:154, Psalms 119:170. man. Hebrew. "adam. App-14. 

Verse 136
Rivers of waters. Hebrew. palgey-mayim. See note on Proverbs 21:1. Eng. idiom = Floods of tears. 

Verse 137
Righteous, &c. See Psalms 119:7. See also Revelation 16:5, Revelation 16:7. 

Verse 138
righteous and very faithful = righteousness and faithfulness. 

Verse 140
very pure = refined. 

Verse 141
small = insignificant. Compare Judges 6:15. 

Verse 142
is the truth = is truth (no Art.) Compare John 17:17. 

Verse 143
taken hold. Figure of speech Prosopopoeia. App-6. 

Verse 145
cried = called [unto Thee], as in Psalms 119:146. 

hear = answer. 

Verse 146
cried = called. Figure of speech Anaphora. App-6. 

Verse 147
prevented = anticipated, or forestalled. 

dawning. A Homonym. Hebrew. nephesh. See note on 1 Samuel 30:17. Authorized Version and Revised Version correctly render it here, and in Job 7:4; though not in 1 Samuel 30:17. Job 24:15. 

word. Same as in Psalms 119:11; but some codices, with Septuagint and Vulgate, read "words" (plural) 

Verse 148
prevent = anticipate, or forestall. 

watches. See App-51.

Verse 149
Hear. Emphatic = O do hear. 

Verse 150
after mischief. Some codices, with Septuagint, Syriac, and Vulgate, read "after me maliciously". 

Verse 153
deliver. Twenty-five Hebrew words so rendered. Here, halaz = rescue (with a gentle hand); not the same word as in verses: Psalms 119:134, Psalms 119:154, Psalms 119:170. 

Verse 154
deliver. Hebrew. ga"al = redeem. See notes on Exodus 6:6 with Exodus 13:13, Not the same word as in verses: Psalms 119:134, Psalms 119:153, Psalms 119:170. 

Verse 156
tender mercies = compassions. 

Verse 157
enemies = adversaries: i.e. those who hem me in. 

Verse 158
transgressors. Hebrew. bagad = traitors, or treacherous men. 

was grieved = loathed myself: i.e. seeing the same tendencies in myself. Compare Job 42:6. 

Verse 160
beginning. Hebrew. r"osh = head. Put by Figure of speech Synecdoche (of Part), App-6, for the whole (including the beginning, and "every one", as in next line) = sum and substance, word and words (Jeremiah 15:16. John 17:8, John 17:14); rendered "sum" in Psalms 139:17. 

Verse 161
Princes = Rulers. 

word. Same word as in Psalms 119:9. Some codices, with Septuagint and Vulgate, read "words" (plural) 

Verse 162
word. Same word as in Psalms 119:11. Some codices with Septuagint and Vulgate, read "words" (plural) 

Verse 163
lying = falsehood = what is false; especially false religion and idolatry. 

Verse 164
Seven times. Not a "round" number, but the number of spiritual perfection. See App-10. 

Verse 165
peace. Put by Figure of speech Synecdoche (of Part), App-6, for every blessing connected with peace. 

offend them = make them stumble. 

Verse 170
Deliver = Rescue. Hebrew. nazal, to pluck out of the hands of an enemy; recover. Not the same word as in verses: Psalms 119:134, Psalms 119:153, Psalms 119:154. 

Verse 171
utter = pour forth or bubble over with. Compare Proverbs 15:2; Proverbs 18:4. 

Verse 172
speak of. Hebrew respond with. Put by Figure of speech Synecdoche (of Species), App-6, for all kinds of speaking or singing; hence = praise. 

Verse 173
hand. Figure of speech Anthropopatheia (App-6); "hand" put by Figure of speech Metonymy (of Cause), App-6, for power exercised by it. 

Verse 175
it shall praise Thee. Refers to Isaiah 38:20. 

help me. Refers to Isaiah 37:33-36. 

Verse 176
lost = perishing. Compare Matthew 18:11; Luke 19:10. 

120 Psalm 120 

Verse 1
Title. A Song. Hebrew. shir. See App-65: viz. one of the Songs promised by Hezekiah in Isaiah 38:20. 

degrees = the degrees, or steps. Hebrew. hamma"aloth (with Art.): i.e. the "degrees" mentioned six times in 2 Kings 20:8-11, and five times in Isaiah 38:8 (Hebrew) No other "degrees" known to Scripture which are connected with the shadow of the sun. For the origin, authorship, examination, and Structure, see App-67, and note on p. 827. 

distress. The first Psalm of each of the five groups speaks of DISTRESS the second of TRUST the third of BLESSING AND PEACE IN ZION. The distress, here, refers to Sennacherib"s siege of Jerusalem (2 Kings 19:3. Isaiah 37:3). 

cried. See 2 Kings 19:3, 2 Kings 19:4, 2 Kings 19:14-19. 2 Chronicles 32:20. Isaiah 37:15-20; Isaiah 38:2, Isaiah 38:3. See App-67. 

the LORD. Hebrew. Jehovah. App-4. 

heard = answered. 

Verse 2
Deliver = Pluck me. Hebrew. nazal. Same word as in Psalms 119:170. The reference is to 2 Kings 18:30, 2 Kings 18:32. 

my soul = me. Hebrew. nephesh. App-13. 

lips. Hebrew = lip: i.e. Rab-shakeh"s. The reference is to 2 Kings 18:19-35; 2 Kings 19:8-13. 2 Chronicles 32:10-19. Isaiah 36:4-20; Isaiah 37:8-13. See App-67. 

tongue. Figure of speech Epistrophe (App-6), with "tongue", Psalms 120:3. 

Verse 3
done = heaped upon: i.e. added to. Compare 1 Samuel 3:17; 1 Samuel 20:13, &c. 

Verse 4
mighty = Mighty [One]. 

Verse 5
Mesech . . . Kedar. Used typically of cruel and merciless peoples; as we use the terms Vandals, Goths, Philistines. 

Verse 6
him. Some codices, with Septuagint, Syriac, and Vulgate, read "them". 

Verse 7
I = I [even I]; or, I [am all] peace (emphatic). 

speak = speak [of peace]. See note on Psalms 109:4. 

they are for war. The reference is to 2 Kings 18:19. 2 Chronicles 32:2. Isaiah 36:5. 

121 Psalm 121 

Verse 1
Title. A Song. Hebrew. shir. See App-65. 

of degrees = for, or relating to the degrees. Only here thus. Hebrew. lamma"aloth. See note on Title of 120. 

hills = mountains. Add a full stop. 

From whence, &c? Punctuate this line as a question. Compare Jeremiah 3:23. 

cometh = is to come. 

Verse 2
My help. Figure of speech, Anadiplosis, repeated from end of Psalms 121:1.

the LORD = Jehovah (App-4.), not the hills.

Which made heaven and earth. The reference is to the burden of Hezekiah"s prayer (2 Kings 19:15; Isaiah 37:16). Idols were only the work of men"s hands (2 Kings 19:18; 2 Chronicles 32:19; Isaiah 37:19). Rab-shakeh had reproached "the living God". See further references to this in Psalms 124:8; Psalms 134:3; and App-67

Verse 3
not = May He not. Hebrew "al (like Greek. me). (Subjective, and conditional). 

keepeth . . . (Psalms 121:4) keepeth . . . (Psalms 121:5) keeper. Note the Figure of speech Polyptoton (App-6). Hebrew. shomreka . . . shomer . . . shomreka. Repeated in verses: Psalms 121:7-8. 

Verse 4
neither. Hebrew. l"o (like Greek. ou). He will not. Absolute. 

Verse 7
shall preserve thee. The repeated promise of Jehovah by Isaiah (2 Kings 19:20-34. Isaiah 37:6, Isaiah 37:7, Isaiah 37:22-25
Verse 8
thy going out, &c. Idiom for life in general. The promise was fulfilled in 2 Chronicles 32:22. 

122 Psalm 122 

Verse 1
Title. A Song. Hebrew. shir. See note on Title of Psalms 120:1, and App-65. 

of degrees = of the degrees (with article), as on Title of Psalms 120:1. See App-67, and note on p. 827. 

of David = by David. A Psalm which Hezekiah found ready to his hand. Some codices, with Aram, and Syriac, omit "of David".

the house of the LORD. Hebrew. the house of Jehovah (App-4). This was Hezekiah"s constant care, desire, and thought. It filled his heart. He began his reign by "opening its doors" and cleansing it. See 2 Chronicles 29-31, where it is mentioned seventeen times. He spread Sennacherib"s letter before Jehovah there (Isaiah 37:14). In his mortal sickness his prayer and its answer related to it (2 Kings 20:5). The "sign" he asked related to it (2 Kings 20:8. Isaiah 38:22). His songs were to be sung there (Isaiah 38:20). See App-67. 

the LORD. Hebrew. Jehovah. App-4. 

Verse 2
shall stand = have stood [and shall still stand. ] The reference is to the Passover, which had been kept for "all Israel". See App-67. 

Jerusalem. Note the Figure of speech Anadiplosis (App-6), the word being repeated at the beginning of the next verse. 

compact = coupled together (as by a bridge), as Moriah was joined with Zion by the Millo. See note on 1 Kings 9:15; 2 Kings 12:20, and App-68. 

Verse 4
go up. See App-68"Zion". 

THE LORD. Hebrew Jah. App-4. 

testimony: the Ark of Jehovah. 

name. See note on Psalms 20:1. 

Verse 5
thrones. Plural of Majesty = the great Throne. 

Verse 6
Pray for the peace of Jerusalem. Figure of speech Paronomasia (App-6), sha"alu shelom yerushalam yishlayu. See App-67. 

Verse 7
Peace be within. Figure of speech Epanadiplosis (App-6), uniting Psalms 122:7 and Psalms 122:8 by beginning and ending with the same words. 

Verse 8
say = speak [saying], 

Verse 9
God. Hebrew. Elohim. App-4. 

123 Psalm 123 

Verse 1
Title. A Song, &c. Same as Psalms 120:1.

dwellest in the heavens. The reference is to 2 Kings 19:16 and Isaiah 37:16. 

Verse 2
Behold. Figure of speech Asterismos. App-6. 

as. Figure of speech Simile. App-6. 

the LORD. Hebrew. Jehovah. App-4. 

God. Hebrew. Elohim. App-4. 

have mercy = Be gracious. Figure of speech Anaphora. App-6. 

Verse 3
contempt = the mockery. Compare Psalms 119:22, referring to Rab-shakeh. 

Verse 4
Our soul = we. Hebrew. nephesh (App-13). 

scorning = the scoffing. The reference is to the scoffing of Sennacherib and Rab-shakeh (2 Kings 18:19-35; 2 Kings 19:8-13. 2 Chronicles 32:10-19. Isaiah 36:4-21; Isaiah 37:8-13). App-67. 

at ease. Same Hebrew as "tumult" in 2 Kings 19:28, and Isaiah 37:29. 

proud = proud oppressors. 

124 Psalm 124 

Verse 1
Title. See note on Title of Psalm 120. 

the LORD. Hebrew. Jehovah. See App-4.

Verse 2
men. Hebrew. "adam. App-14. (Sing, refers to Sennacherib). 

they. The plural, referring to Sennacherib"s hosts; likened to a stream and waters in verses: Psalms 124:4, Psalms 124:5. See note on Psalms 46:3. 

Verse 3
quick = alive. 

Verse 4
stream = torrent, or flood. Hebrew. nahal. See App-67. 

our soul = us. Hebrew. nephesh. App-13. Note the Figure of speech Epistrophe (App-6) in the repetition at end of Psalms 124:5. 

Verse 7
as a bird. The reference is to the words of Sennacherib on his cylinder, where he mentions Hezekiah by name, whom he had got "as a bird in a cage". See App-67. 

Verse 8
name. See note on Psalms 20:1. 

Who made heaven and earth. See App-67and note on Psalms 121:2 with Psalms 134:3. 

125 Psalm 125 

Verse 1
Title. Same as Psalm 120. See App-67. 

trust = confide. Hebrew. batah. App-69. 

the LORD. Hebrew. Jehovah. App-4. Shall be as mount Zion. Some codices, with one early printed edition and Syriac, read "are in Mount Zion". App-68. for ever. Note the Figure of speech. Epistrophe (App-6), the words being repeated at the end of the next line.

Verse 3
For = Surely. 

rod, or cudgel. 

the wicked = the wicked (or lawless) one. Hebrew. rasha, App-44. Here the reference is to Sennacherib (Isaiah 30:31), but it looks forward to 2 Thessalonians 2:3, 2 Thessalonians 2:4. 

rest upon = continue over, 

lot = heritage (as allotted). 

righteous. Plural: i.e. Hezekiah and the godly in Israel. 

iniquity. Hebrew "aval. App-44. 

Verse 5
iniquity. Hebrew "aval. App-44. 

126 Psalm 126 

Verse 1
the LORD. Hebrew. Jehovah. App-4. 

turned. the captivity = turned the fortunes. This does not refer to a captivity or captives, but to a restoration to blessing. See Job 42:10 and Ezekiel 16:53 and Ezekiel 16:56, where it is three times explained as "return to your former estate". See App-67. 

Zion. See App-68. 

like them that dream. The reference is to the waking in 2 Kings 19:35. Isaiah 37:36. The illustration is in Luke 24:41. Acts 12:9 (603 B.C.) 

Verse 2
singing: i.e. the songs of Isaiah 38:20. 

said they = was it said. 

heathen = nations. The reference is to 2 Chronicles 32:22, 2 Chronicles 32:23. 

The LORD hath done great things. Figure of speech Anadiplosis (App-6), because the phrase is repeated at the beginning of the next verse. 

Verse 4
streams = torrents. Hebrew. "aphikim. See 2 Samuel 22:16. Supply the Ellipsis, "as the streams [are turned] in the Negeb". 

in the south = in the Negeb, where, in the hill-country of Judaea the "aphikim are turned about in their beds between the rocks and in the gorges. 

south. Hebrew Negeb; the hill-country of Judaea. See note on Genesis 13:1, and Deuteronomy 1:7. 

Verse 5
sow in tears. The reference is to the "sign" given in Isaiah 37:30. See App-67. 

127 Psalm 127 

Verse 1
Title. A Song of degrees. Same as 120 ("the degrees"). App-67. The Structure, and the references to Hezekiah being childless (App-67. xiv), show that this is not a Psalm "made up of two smaller Psalms, having no connection with each other". 

for Solomon = of or by Solomon. The central Psalm of the fifteen. Selected by Hezekiah to complete and perfect the arrangement. 

the LORD. Hebrew. Jehovah. App-4. 

the = a. 

Verse 2
For so = Thus. 

beloved = beloved one (singular) Hebrew. yedid. This was Solomon"s name (Jedidiah) given by Jehovah (2 Samuel 12:25). Solomon was given because David was beloved of Jehovah. Somecodices, with Septuagint, Syriac, and Vulgate, read plural 

sleep = in sleep: i.e. while they sleep: i.e. without their labour. So He gave to Solomon (1 Kings 3:5-15); to Adam (Genesis 2:21, Genesis 2:22); Abraham (Genesis 15:12, Genesis 15:13); Jacob (Genesis 28:10-15); Samuel (1 Samuel 3:3, 1 Samuel 3:4), &c. 

Verse 3
Lo. Figure of speech Asterismos. App-6. 

children = sons. The reference to the fact that Hezekiah was rejoicing in Isaiah"s message that he should have a son, made it a suitable Psalm for Hezekiah to select (2 Kings 20:12, 2 Kings 20:18. Isaiah 39:7). 

of = from. Hence he sings Jehovah"s praise. 

Verse 5
Happy is the man. Hezekiah was that man. See the Beatitudes. App-63. 

man. Hebrew. geber. 

They: i.e. the sons. 

not be ashamed. Figure of speech Tapeinosis (App-6): quite the opposite. 

speak = meet, whether for negotiation or for fighting. 

128 Psalm 128 

Verse 1
Title. A Song of degrees. Same as 120. See App-67. 

Blessed is = O the happinesses of. See the Beatitudes. App-63. 

feareth = revereth. 

Verse 2
labour. Put by Figure of speech Metonymy (of Cause), App-6, for that which is produced by labour. 

thine hands: i.e. thine own hands, in contrast with the opposite (Leviticus 26:16. Deuteronomy 28:30-33, Deuteronomy 28:39, Deuteronomy 28:40). See also Amos 5:11. Micah 6:15. 

Verse 3
wife . . . fruitful. The reference is, as in Psalm 127 to the fact that Hezekiah was childless at this time and ionged for an heir. App-67. 

children = sons.
Verse 4
Behold. Figure of speech Asterismos. App-6. 

man = a strong man (plural) Hebrew. geber. App-14. 

blessed. Not the same word as in Psalms 128:1. That is happy (Beatitudo); this is blessed (Benedictio). 

Verse 5
And thou shalt see: or, That thou mayest see. 

Verse 6
thou shalt see. Hezekiah did see. 

peace. Because this Psalm concludes a group. 

129 Psalm 129 

Verse 1
Title. A Song of degrees. Same as 120. See App-67. 

Verse 2
Many a time. Figure of speech Anaphora (App-6), being repeated from Psalms 129:1. 

Yet = Nevertheless. Hebrew. gam, as in Psalms 119:24 ("also"); Ezekiel 16:28. Ecclesiastes 6:7. Not "reduplicated by mistake, and then spelled differently to make sense", as is alleged by modern criticism. 

Verse 3
The plowers. No Art. 

Verse 4
The LORD. Hebrew. Jehovah. 

righteous = just: i.e. in His judgments. 

cords: i.e. of bondage. Compare Psalms 2:3. 

the wicked = lawless ones. Hebrew. rasha". App-44. 

Verse 5
Zion. See App-68. 

Verse 6
as the grass = as grass. The reference in verses: Psalms 129:6, Psalms 129:7 is not to "Egyptian monuments", but to the reply of Jehovah concerning Sennacherib, which Hezekiah quotes here. Compare 2 Kings 19:25, 2 Kings 19:26. Isaiah 37:27. 

groweth up. Either unsheatheth itself into flower, or is plucked up (as Septuagint and Vulgate) 

Verse 8
name. See note on Psalms 20:1. 

130 Psalm 130 

Verse 1
Title. A Song of degrees. Same as 120. See App-67. 

depths. Symbolical of distress. Compare Psalms 42:7; Psalms 66:12; Psalms 69:2. 

Verse 2
LORD *. One of the 134 places where the Sopherim altered Jehovah to Adonai. See App-32. So also verses: Psalms 130:3; Psalms 130:6. 

ears. Figure of speech Anthropopatheia. App-6. 

Verse 4
But = For; or Because; corresponding with Psalms 130:7. 

forgiveness = the forgiveness: viz. that which Heze-kiah gave thanks for in Isaiah 38:17. 

Verse 5
soul. Hebrew. nephesh. App-13. 

His word: as sent to Hezekiah by Jehovah through Isaiah. 

Verse 6
watch. Hebrew. shamar = to keep = observe. An astronomical word, as in Psalms 19:11. Compare Psalms 105:45; Psalms 107:43; Psalms 119:34. Omit the italics, note the Figure of speech Epizeuxis. App-6, and render: "More than watchers for the morning [while] watching for the morning. "
Verse 7
mercy = lovingkindness, or grace. 

plenteous redemption. Not only from the king of Assyria (Isa 37), but from "the king of terrors". redemption. Hebrew. padah. See notes on Exodus 13:13. 

Verse 8
redeem. Same as Psalms 130:7. 

iniquities. Hebrew. "avah. App-44. (Isa 38.)

131 Psalm 131 

Verse 1
Title. A Song of degrees. Same as Psalm 120. App-67. 

of David = by David. For its place here see App-67. 

LORD. Hebrew. Jehovah. App-4. 

high = wonderful. 

Verse 2
Surely = [See] whether I have not, &c. 

quieted = silenced. Some codices, with Septuagint and Vulgate, read "soothed and uplifted": i.e. comforted. 

myself = my soul. Hebrew. nephesh. 

My soul = Myself. Hebrew. nephesh. App-13. 

Verse 3
Israel. Not "a liturgical addition", but used to link the three Psalms of this group together (Psalms 129:1; Psalms 130:7, Psalms 130:8; Psalms 131:3). For Israel is to find rest and peace where their kings (David, and Hezekiah) found it. 

132 Psalm 132 

Verse 1
Title. A Song of degrees. Same as 120. App-67. 

LORD. Hebrew. Jehovah. App-4. 

remember David = remember for David: i.e. remember to fulfill the promises made to him. 

David. Hezekiah remembers David, and puts Jehovah in remembrance of him. 

all his afflictions = all his being afflicted: all his anxious cares as to his work. The Temple was Heze-kiah"s care, as it had been David"s. Not "post-exilic". We see these anxieties from the beginning of his reign (2 Samuel 7:1, 1 Chronicles 13:3; 1 Chronicles 21:18-30; 1 Chronicles 22:1. The subjects of these last three Psalms are merged in blessing. 

Verse 2
the mighty [God] of Jacob. The mighty One to Whom Jacob vowed his vow. Title occurs outside the Pentateuch, only here, and Genesis 49:24; Isaiah 1:24 (Israel); Psalms 49:26; Psalms 60:16. Note the Figure of speech Epistrophe(App-6) for emphasis in Psalms 132:5. 

Verse 3
I will not come. Note the Figure of speech Periphrases (App-6) in verses: Psalms 132:4, Psalms 132:5. 

tabernacle = tent. Hebrew. "ohel. App-40. Compare Acts 7:46. 

of. Genitive of Apposition = "the Tent: i.e. my house". The emphasis = my own house. 

bed = couch. 

Verse 5
An habitation. Plural of Majesty. Hebrew. mishkan (App-40.) 

Verse 6
heard: i.e. while he was at Ephratah. David"s father was an Ephrathite (of Bethlehem-Ephratah. Compare Genesis 35:19. David had "heard" of it as being in Shiloh. 

it: i.e. the Ark. in the fields of the wood = at Jaar"s fields: i.e. Kirjath-jearim (1 Chronicles 13:5.) 

Verse 7
tabernacles = the plural of Majesty. His great habitation. Hebrew. Mishkan. App-40. 

footstool. Figure of speech Anthropopatheia. App-6. 

Verse 8
Arise. Figure of speech Ellipsis (App-6) = [and will say] "Arise, O LORD". &c. This is what Solomon did say in 2 Chronicles 6:41, see Psalms 68:1 (and note there), according to Numbers 10:35. Psalms 132:8-10 record what David said. 

the ark of Thy strength. Occurs only here and 2 Chronicles 6:41. See notes on Exodus 25:22 and 1 Chronicles 13:3. 

Verse 9
saints = favoured ones.shout for joy. That is exactly what they did. See the subscription of Psalm 87 and note there on "Mahalath-Leannoth".

Verse 10
Thine anointed = i.e. David. Not "Zerubbabel", no such oath made to him. 

Verse 11
hath sworn. See 2 Samuel 7:8-17. 

in truth = a truth. 

Of the fruit of thy body. This was what Hezekiah was concerned about; for he as yet had no son, and was in danger of death. Hence this pleading of Jehovah"s oath to David. Quoted in Acts 2:30. 

Verse 12
children = sons. 

My testimony. Hebrew = "this My testimony". Some codices, with Aramaean, Septuagint, and Vulgate, read "[these] my testimonies" (plural) 

children = sons. 

Verse 13
Zion. See App-68. 

His habitation = His dwelling. Figure of speech Anthropopatheia (App-6). 

Verse 15
her: i.e. Zion"s. 

poor = needy ones. 

Verse 17
the horn of David = a horn for David. 

to bud: i.e. to bring forth: viz. a son and heir. See App-67. 

lamp. According to Genesis 15:17; and note there. 

Verse 18
his crown: i.e. his royal crown. 

133 Psalm 133 

Verse 1
Title. A Song of degrees. Same as 120. The three subjects of the three Psalms of this last group are merged in blessing. 

of David = by David. Hezekiah found this Psalm exactly suited for his purpose. David wrote it on the experience of a similar blessing of "unity, "when "all Israel" were united "as the heart of ONE MAN "(2 Samuel 19:9, 2 Samuel 19:14). It was the same with Hezekiah. Read 2 Chronicles 30:5, 2 Chronicles 30:6, 2 Chronicles 30:11, 2 Chronicles 30:18, and note the "ONE HEART" (Psalms 133:12). See App-67. 

Behold. The word of the Holy Spirit; as "yea" is of the Father; and "verily" of the Son. Note the Figure of speech Asterismos. App-6. 

how good. This was manifested in 2 Chronicles 30:25, 2 Chronicles 30:26. 

unity = one. The reference is to the "one man" of 2 Samuel 19:14 (David), and the "one heart" of 2 Chronicles 30:12 (Hezekiah). Hebrew. yahad (not "ehad. See note on Deuteronomy 6:4. Compare Josephus (Antiquities ix. 13, 2). 

Verse 2
ointment = oil (Exodus 30:23-25). 

ran down = descended. Exodus 29:7. Leviticus 8:12; Leviticus 21:10. 

went down = descended, as in Psalms 133:3. 

to the skirts, &c. = to the opening of his robes (see Exodus 28:32). Hebrew = mouth (or opening). 

Verse 3
As = [It is] like, as in Psalms 133:2. 

And as the dew. Omit these italics. 

descended. Compare Psalms 133:2. 

Zion. The dew (or copious summer night mist) was one. The same dew descended on Zion in the south as on Hermon in the north. Zion"s dew represents the tribe of Judah. Hermon"s dew represents Asher, Ephraim, Manasseh, Zebulon, Issachar (2 Chronicles 30:11, 2 Chronicles 30:18, 2 Chronicles 30:25, 2 Chronicles 30:26). The idea is not in the motion of this dew, from Hermon to Zion, but in its uniting both in its copious descent. 

there. Compare Deuteronomy 12:5, Deuteronomy 12:11, Deuteronomy 12:14, Deuteronomy 12:18, Deuteronomy 12:21. Psalms 128:5; Psalms 134:3; Psalm 133 is blessing in Zion; Psalm 132 is blessing for Zion ; Psalm 134 is blessing from Zion. 

the LORD. Hebrew. Jehovah. App-4.

134 Psalm 134 

Verse 1
Title. A Song of degrees. Same as 120. See App-67. 

Behold. See note on Psalms 133:1. 

the LORD. Hebrew. Jehovah. App-4. 

servants. Limited and denned in next clause, as in Psalms 135:2. 

stand. The night-watchmen. The reference is to 2 Chronicles 29:11; 2 Chronicles 30:16; 2 Chronicles 31:2. There were no seats in the Tabernacle or Temple. Compare Hebrews 10:11. 

the house of the LORD. The reference is to Hezekiah"s interest in the Temple. See App-67. 

Verse 3
heaven and earth. The reference is to 2 Chronicles 32:19. 2 Kings 19:15. Isaiah 37:16. See App-67. 

Bless thee. The reference may be to 2 Chronicles 30:27; 2 Chronicles 31:10. This is the last of the fifteen Songs of THE Degrees, which are referred to in Isaiah 38:20. See App-67. 

out of Zion. See note on "there", Psalms 133:3. 

135 Psalm 135 

Verse 1
This Psalm is probably by Hezekiah, continuing the Songs of the Degrees. Corresponds with 114 and 115. See Structure (p. 826). 

Praise ye THE LORD = Hallelujah. App-4. 

name. See note on Psalms 20:1. 

the LORD. Hebrew. Jehovah. (App-4). Note the three Jehovah"s between Jah in Psalms 135:1 and Elohim in Psalms 135:2. Corresponding with the threefold blessing of Numbers 6:22-27. 

Verse 2
the courts. This includes the People as well as the priests and Levites. 

Verse 3
it: i.e. His name. 

God. Hebrew. Elohim. App-4. 

Verse 4
Jacob. Compare Malachi 1:2. Romans 9:13. Put also by Figure of speech Metonymy (of Cause) for his posterity (App-6). 

Israel. See notes on Genesis 32:28; Genesis 43:6; Genesis 45:26, Genesis 45:28. 

peculiar treasure = own possession. See note on Exodus 19:5. 

Verse 5
our LORD = Adonim. App-4. 

gods. Hebrew. "elohim. App-4. Used here of earthly rulers (Psalms 82:6), as representing God. See note on Exodus 22:9, and compare Romans 13:1-7. 

Verse 6
heaven, and in earth. Hezekiah"s expression. See App-67. 

Verse 7
wind. Hebrew. ruach. App-9. Compare Psalms 135:7 with Jeremiah 10:13; Jeremiah 51:16. 

treasuries. Hebrew = treasures, put by Figure of speech Metonymy (of Adjunct) for treasuries (App-6), and rightly so rendered. Compare Job 38:22. 

Verse 8
smote, &c. Compare Exodus 12:29. 

man. Hebrew. "adam. App-14. 

Verse 9
wonders. Compare Ex. Psalms 7:14, and Psalms 136:15. 

Verse 10
smote, &c. Compare Numbers 21:26, Numbers 21:34-35. 

Verse 11
Sihon. Compare Numbers 21:21-34. Deuteronomy 1:4. 

Og. Compare Deuteronomy 31:4. Joshua 13:31. 

all. Compare Joshua 12:7. 

Verse 12
gave their land. Compare Joshua 12:7. An heritage. Repeated by Figure of speech Anadiplosig. App-6. 

Verse 13
Thy name. Compare Psalms 135:13 with Exodus 3:15. 

Verse 14
For, &c. Compare Deuteronomy 32:36. 

judge = vindicate. 

repent Himself = have compassion. 

Verse 16
The idols, &c, Psalms 135:15-18. Not "borrowed" from Psalm 115, but repeated, and varied, because the object here is quite different. Psalm 115 = heathen theology; Psalm 185 = Divine theology. 

heathen = nations.

Verse 17
breath. Hebrew. ruach. App-9. 

Verse 18
are = will become. 

trusteth = confideth. Hebrew. batah. App-69. 

Verse 19
house of Israel. Includes all Israel. Compare Psalms 115:12. See note on Exodus 16:31. 

Verse 20
Levi. Not included in 115. 

Verse 21
out of Zion. Shows that this Psalm is an expansion of Psalm 134. 

dwelleth. Figure of Speech Anthropopatheia. App-6.

136 Psalm 136 

Verse 1
the LORD. Hebrew Jehovah App-4. For, &c. Figures of Speech. Amoebaeon and Epistrophe. App-6. 

mercy = loving-kindness, or grace.

Verse 2
O give thanks. Note the Figures of speech Coenotes and Anaphora (App-6) in verses: Psalms 136:1, Psalms 136:2, Psalms 136:3. 

God of gods. Hebrew. Elohim.of the elohim. App-4. 

gods. Hebrew. "elohim. See note on Psalms 135:5 and Exodus 22:9. 

Verse 3
LORD of lords. Hebrew Adonim of the adonim. App-4. Compare Deuteronomy 10:17. 

Verse 5
made the heavens. Compare Genesis 1:1. 

Verse 6
above. i.e. in Genesis 1:1, and 2 Peter 3:5. By the overthrow of Genesis 1:2 the earth became a ruin, being "overflowed" (2 Peter 3:6), and covered with "the deep" (Genesis 1:2). 

Verse 7
great lights., Genesis 1:14, "lightholders". 

Verse 8
to rule = to have dominion. Genesis 1:16-18. 

Verse 10
smote Egypt. Compare Exodus 12:29. 

Verse 11
brought out Israel. Compare Exodus 13:17. 

Verse 12
hand . . . arm. Figure of speech Anthropopatheia (App-6). 

Verse 15
overthrew = shook off. 

Verse 19
Sihon, &c. These two verses (verses: Psalms 136:19, Psalms 136:20) not an "interpolation". See note above. 

Verse 21
their: i.e. Sihon"s and Og"s. Not a verse "clearly dropped out", which contained the noun for this pronoun. The kings named show "whose" land is referred to. An "interpolation" from which a verse has "dropped out" is a new idea in the field of imaginative criticism; and, if true, would be quite unworthy of a "commentator"s" time and trouble. 

Verse 24
redeemed = rescued. Hebrew. parak = to break. Thus to rescue, by breaking the bonds. Rendered "redeem" only here (and Daniel 4:27 in the Vulgate versions: Authorized Version "break off"). 

enemies = adversaries. 

Verse 25
food. Hebrew = bread. Put by Figure of speech Synecdoche (of Species) for all kinds of food. 

flesh. Put by Figure of speech Synecdoche (of Part) for all living beings. App-6. 

Verse 26
GOD. Hebrew El. App-4. 

GOD of heaven. See note on 2 Chronicles 36:23. 

137 Psalm 137 

Verse 1
Babylon. The Psalm is anonymous, and probably by Hezekiah. No need to refer it to post-exilic times. The Psalm reads as though it were a reminiscence of past experience in Babylon, and a contrast with previous joys in Zion; not, as during or after the seventy years, or an experience of a then present exile in Babylon. The writer is in Jerusalem after an absence not of long duration; and is full of joy. The post-exilic captives were full of sorrow on their return (Ezra 3:12. Haggai 2:3). These exiles had obeyed Isaiah"s call (Isaiah 48:20. Compare Psalms 43:14-21). 

Verse 3
they that carried us away: i.e. the captives of Judah, as those of Israel had been by Shalmaneser and Sargon. The latter took away only 27,280 from Samaria. See note on 1 Chronicles 5:6; and App-67. 

Verse 4
the LORD"S. Hebrew. Jehovah.s. App-4. 

strange = foreigner"s. 

Verse 5
If I forget . . . do not remember. The writer"s then present personal declaration. 

Let my right hand forget. Supply "me" for the Ellipsis. Some codices, with Septuagint and Vulgate, read "let my right hand be forgotten". 

Verse 7
children = sons. 

Edom., Genesis 27:39, Genesis 27:40 was not fulfilled until the reign of Joram (2 Kings 8:20-23. 2 Chronicles 21:8-10 (compare 1 Kings 22:47). From that time they were implacable enemies. 

day. Put by Figure of speech Metonymy (of Adjunct) for what happened at the time (App-6). Compare Job 18:20. Hosea 1:11. Joel 1:15. Luke 17:22, Luke 17:26; Luke 19:42. 1 Corinthians 4:3. 

Who said. The reference is to what they said, not to what they did; to the encouragement given to Sennacherib, not to the help given to Nebuchadnezzar. That is what Obadiah, a later prophet, refers to. Isaiah (Hezekiah"s contemporary) refers to the earlier words. See Isaiah 34:6. Here Edom does not go beyond words. 

Rase it, rase it. Figure of speech Epizeuxis (App-6) for emphasis. This was said, not done, at that time. 

Verse 8
to be destroyed. Hezekiah must have been familiar with Isaiah"s prophecies, who employs the very words of verses: Psalms 137:8, Psalms 137:9. (Isaiah 13:6, Isaiah 13:16-18; Isaiah 21:9; Isaiah 47:14, Isaiah 47:15. Compare Nahum 3:10.)

Happy. See App-63. for the Beatitudes of the Psalms. 

rewardeth. See notes above, which show that the "post-exilic" assumption involves insuperable difficulties if this Psalm is sundered from the contemporary prophecies of Isaiah (especially Psalms 13:1-14; Psalms 13:27), and from a Babylon under Assyrian rule. 

Verse 9
little ones. The reference is to Isaiah 13:16-18, which belongs to a Dispensation of Law and Judgment, and is not to be interpreted of the present Dispensation of Grace. 

138 Psalm 138 

Verse 1
Title. of David = by David. Placed here by Hezekiah, to correspond with H1, H2 and H4 See p. 826. 

praise Thee. Some codices, with Aramaean, Septuagint, Syriac, and Vulgate, add "O Jehovah". 

heart. Septuagint adds "for Thou hast heard the words of my mouth", probably from Psalms 138:4. 

gods. Hebrew. "elohim. App-4. See note on Exodus 22:8. 

Verse 2
holy. See note on Exodus 3:5. 

temple = house or palace. Hebrew. heykal. 

name. See note on Psalms 20:1. 

magnified: i.e. by fulfilling it beyond all expectation. 

word = sayings. Hebrew. "imrah. See App-73. 

name. See note on Psalms 20:1. 

Verse 3
strengthenedst = encouraged, or emboldened. 

my soul = myself (emphatic). Hebrew. nephesh. App-13. 

Verse 4
LORD. Hebrew. Jehovah. App-4. 

they hear = they have heard. 

Verse 5
in: or, of. 

Verse 6
respect = regard. 

Verse 7
revive = make alive, or sustain in life. See note 11 on p. 827. 

hand. Some codices, with two early printed editions and Septuagint, read "hands" (plural) Figure of speech Anthropopatheia (App-6). 

against. Some codices, with two early printed editions, read "Yea, because of". 

mercy = lovingkindness, or grace. 

works. Some codices, with Syriac, read "work" (singular).

To the chief Musician. See App-64.

139 Psalm 139 

Verse 1
Title. A Psalm. Hebrew. mizmor. App-65. 

of David = by David. The words alleged to be Chaldaisms in verses: Psalms 139:3, Psalms 139:4, Psalms 139:8, Psalms 3:20, are found in the earlier books such as Lev. 1 and 2 Samuel. There is no internal evidence of non-Davidic authorship. 

LORD. Hebrew. Jehovah. App-4. 

searched = search out as for treasures or secrets. 

known = seen, so as to understand. 

Verse 2
downsitting . . . uprising. Figure of speech Synecdoche (of Species), App-6, put for all movements. 

thoughts inward thought. Occurs only here and in Psalms 139:17. 

Verse 3
compassest = scrutinisest. 

lying down = bed. 

art acquainted with = well knowest, or hast inspected. 

Verse 4
altogether = on every side, or, the whole of it. 

Verse 5
behind and before. Figure of speech Synecdoche (of Species), App-6, put for every direction. 

Verse 7
spirit. Hebrew. ruach. App-9. 

presence. Hebrew = face. Figure of speech Anthropopatheia. App-6. 

Verse 8
hell = Sheol. See App-35. 

behold. Figure of speech Asterismos. App-6. 

Verse 9
wings of the morning. See note on sub-scription of Psalm 21.

Verse 10
right hand. Figure of speech Anthropopatheia. App-6. 

Verse 12
hideth not from = cannot be too dark for. 

Verse 13
covered = woven me together. Compare Job 10:8, Job 10:11. 

Verse 14
fearfully and wonderfully. Hebrew = fears and wonders. Put by Figure of speech Metonymy (of Cause), App-6, for the feelings produced by the works. 

my soul = myself. Hebrew. nephesh. App-13. 

Verse 15
substance = frame. Hebrew = bone, as in Genesis 2:21, Genesis 2:22. 

curiously = skillfully. Hebrew = embroidered. Compare Exodus 26:1; Exodus 35:35. 

Verse 16
substance . . . unperfect = unfinished substance. Not the same word as in Psalms 139:15. One word in Hebrew. 

unperfect. Not imperfect. 

Which in continuance = the days which were ordered, or in which they should be fashioned. 

Verse 17
How precious. Figure of speech Ecphonesis. App-6. See note on 1 Samuel 3:1. 

thoughts = desires. See Psalms 139:2. 

GOD. Hebrew El. App-4. 

sum. Hebrew, plural of majesty, denoting the fullness or vastness of them. 

Verse 18
more in number . . . sand. Figure of speech Paroemia. App-6. 

Verse 19
Surely, &c. These six verses (19-24) are not an "interpolation". They are required to complete the Structure. See above. 

Thou wilt slay, &c. This is Omnipotent work. Compare Job 40:9-14. 

the wicked = a lawless one. Hebrew. rasha", App-44. 

GOD. Hebrew Eloah. App-4. 

bloody = blood thirsty. 

men. Hebrew. "enosh. App-14. 

Verse 20
wickedly = rebelliously (pre-meditated). 

Verse 21
am not I grieved with = do I not loathe. 

Verse 23
thoughts = distractions or cares. Not the same word as in verses: Psalms 139:2, Psalms 139:17. 

Verse 24
wicked = painful or grievous. 

way. Put by Figure of speech Metonymy (of Cause), App-6, for the grief produced by it. 

way everlasting. Put by Figure of speech Metonymy (of Effect), App-6, for the happiness which is the effect and end of everlasting life. 

140 Psalm 140 

Verse 1
To the chief Musician. See App-64. 

Title. A Psalm. Hebrew. mizmor. See App-65. 

of David = by David. 

LORD. Hebrew. Jehovah. App-4. 

the evil = an evil man. Hebrew. ra"a". App-44. man. Hebrew. "adam. App-14. 

man. Hebrew "ish. App-14. 

Verse 2
Which = Who. 

mischiefs. Not the same word as in Psalms 140:9, but the same word as "evil" in Psalms 140:1. 

Verse 3
tongues. Singular. See note on Psalms 140:11. Quoted in Romans 3:13. 

Selah. Connecting the evil with the prayer to be delivered; thus marking the Structure (App-66) 

Verse 4
wicked = lawless. Hebrew. rasha". App-41. 

Verse 5
by the wayside. See Job 18:10. 

Verse 6
GOD. Hebrew El App-4. 

Verse 7
GOD the Lord. Hebrew. Jehovah.Adonai. App-4. (2). 

of. Genitive of character = my saving strength. covered = screened or protected. Not the same word as in Psalms 140:9. 

Verse 8
wicked. Hebrew. rasha". Singular. App-44. The same word as in Psalms 140:4. 

wicked device = devices or plots. Occurs only here. 

Verse 9
those that compass me about = one word in Hebrew. 

mischief = labour, toil Hebrew. "amal. App-44. 

cover = overwhelm. Not the same word as in Psalms 140:7. 

Verse 10
burning coals. Put by Figure of speech Metonymy(of Adjunct), App-6, for cruel words and hard speeches which wound the heart as fire wounds the body. Compare Proverbs 16:27; Proverbs 26:23. 

that they, &c. = let them not, &c. 

Verse 11
evil speaker. Hebrew a man of tongue; not "a man of lips" (= talkative. Job 11:2), but with an evil motive = a slanderer. Compare Psalms 140:3. 

Evil shall hunt = Let evil hunt. 

Verse 12
the afflicted = a poor one. 

the poor = helpless ones. 

Verse 13
name. See note on Psalms 20:1. 

dwell in Thy presence. Compare Psalms 11:7; Psalms 16:11. 

141 Psalm 141 

Verse 1
Title. A Psalm of David. See Title of 140. 

LORD. Hebrew. Jehovah. App-4. 

Verse 2
incense. Compare Exodus 30:7. Revelation 8:3, Revelation 8:4. 

sacrifice = gift offering. App-43. 

Verse 3
Set a watch = Set a guard. Hebrew. shamrah. Same word as "keep", Psalms 141:9 Occurs only here. 

Keep = keep in safety. Not the same word as in Psalms 141:9. 

Verse 4
evil. Hebrew. ra"a". App-44. 

wicked. Hebrew. rasha". App-44. 

men. Hebrew. "ish. App-14. 

iniquity. Hebrew. "avert. App-44. 

eat: i.e. partake of, or have fellowship with. 

dainties = pleasant things. Compare Psalms 141:6. 

Verse 5
the righteous = a righteous one. 

an excellent oil = oil for the head. This verse is said to be "extremely obscure" and "corrupt to a degree". The Figure of speech Metalepsis (App-6) makes all clear; "head", being first used for hair, and then for the whole person by Figure of speech Synecdoche (of the Part). Hebrew = "as oil on the hair, I will not refuse it". Note the alternation of lines in this verse. 

yet. Same root as "withal" in Psalms 141:10. 

Verse 6
When. Not in Hebrew text. 

judges = rulers. Compare 2 Kings 9:33. 

in stony places = as by a rock; or, over a rock. Hebrew by the hands of a rock. 

They: i.e. the people. 

words = sayings. Hebrew. "imrah. App-73. 

sweet. Cognate with "dainties", Psalms 141:4. 

Verse 7
Our bones. Septuagint (Vatican B, and Alex. A by second hand), Syriac, Arabic, and Ethiop. read "their bones"
the grave"s. Hebrew Sheol"s. App-35. Note the word "bones" in this connection. 

cutteth = sliceth, as in 1 Samuel 30:12. Song of Solomon 4:3; Song of Solomon 6:7 (elsewhere rendered "piece" or "pieces"). Never means "ploweth", as in Revised Version. 

cleaveth. As in Ecclesiastes 10:9. Zechariah 14:4 (compare Genesis 22:3. 1 Samuel 6:14). 

Verse 8
GOD the Lord. Hebrew. Jehovah.Adonai. App-4. 

is my trust = have I sought refuge. Hebrew. hasah. App-69. 

my soul = me (emphatic). Hebrew. nephesh. App-13. 

Verse 9
Keep. Same root as "watch"in Psalms 141:3. (Hebrew. shamreni.)
snares. Authorized Version, 1611, read "snares" (singular) Since 1769, "snares" (plural) Hebrew text is singular. 

gins = traps. Short for "engine" = an ingenious contrivance. "

Verse 10
the wicked = lawless ones. Hebrew. rasha". App-44. 

withal = Same as "yet", Psalms 141:5. 

escape = pass on [in safety]. 

142 Psalm 142 

Verse 1
Title. Maschil = Instruction. See App-65. 

of David = by David. 

when . . . cave. Adullam (1 Samuel 22:1) or En-gedi (1 Samuel 24:3). The last of eight Psalms referring to this subject. 

the LORD. Hebrew. Jehovah. App-4. 

Verse 3
spirit. Hebrew. ruach. App-9. 

was overwhelmed = fainted. Hebrew = was darkened. Compare Psalms 77:3; Psalms 107:5; Psalms 143:4. Elsewhere only Jonah 2:8, and Lamentations 2:12. 

then = then [I remembered] Thou knewest, &c. 

Verse 4
beheld. Supply Ellipsis: "beheld [on my left hand], but", &c. 

know = regard, or recognize. 

my soul = me (emphatic). Hebrew. nephesh. App-13. 

Verse 5
the land of the living. See note on Ezekiel 26:20. 

Verse 6
persecutors = pursuers. 

143 Psalm 143 

Verse 1
Title. A Psalm of David. Same as 140. 

LORD. Hebrew. Jehovah. App-4. 

Verse 2
enter not. As in Job 9:32; Job 22:4. 

in Thy sight. Compare 1 Samuel 16:7. Isaiah 55:8. Job 14:3. 

no man = no one. Compare Job 15:14, Job 15:15. 

be justified = stand or appear [before Thee] just. The verb is Active. Septuagint, Authorized Version, and Revised Version render it passive. Compare Romans 3:20. Galatians 1:2, Galatians 1:16. 

Verse 3
persecuted = pursued. 

my soul = me (emphatic). Hebrew. nephesh. App-13. 

Verse 4
my spirit = me. Hebrew. ruach. App-9. Figure of speech Synecdoche (of Part), App-6, put for the whole person, for emphasis. 

overwhelmed. Same word as Psalms 77:3; Psalms 107:5; Psalms 142:3. 

Verse 5
remember. Compare Psalms 77:5, Psalms 77:10, Psalms 77:11. 

muse = talk with myself. t

he work of Thy hands. Some codices, with three early printed editions, Aramaean, Septuagint, and Vulgate, read "works" (plural) 

Verse 6
as. Some codices, with seven early printed editions, read "in". 

Selah. Connecting and returning to prayer (7-11) as the consequence of the reflection (5, 6). This is the last Selah (of seventy-one) in the Psalms. For three others, see- Habakkuk 3:3, Habakkuk 3:9, Habakkuk 3:13. See App-66. 

Verse 7
the pit = a grave. Hebrew. bor. A sepulchre, as hewn out of the rock. Hence rendered cistern, or dry pit. Compare Genesis 37:20. See note on Genesis 21:19. 

Verse 8
lovingkindness: or grace. 

trust = confide. Hebrew. batah. App-69. 

Verse 9
Deliver me = pluck me [out of the hands of]. 

flee. Authorized Version, 1611, reads "fly". Since 1629 the reading is "flee". 

unto. Some codices, with one early printed edition and Septuagint, read "in". Compare Psalms 143:8. 

Verse 10
will = good pleasure. 

God. Hebrew. Elohim. App-4. 

Spirit. Hebrew. ruach. App-9. 

lead, &c. = It will lead. 

land. Some codices, with one early printed edition, read "way"; others, with Syriac, read "path". Compare Psalms 27:11. 

Verse 11
Quicken me = Give, or preserve me in life. See note || on p. 827. 

name"s. See note on Psalms 20:1. 

Verse 12
mercy = lovingkindness, or grace. 

enemies. Compare Structure, Psalms 143:3. 

144 Psalm 144 

Verse 1
Title, of David = by David. The Septuagint adds "concerning Goliath." This may be because Psalm 8, which relates to David and Goliath, has the same words in Psalms 8:4 as in Psalms 144:3. In any case, Psalm 144 is peculiarly appropriate to David"s victory (1 Samuel 17). Not a "compilation" of "fragments" of some "lost Psalms", but a perfect whole with a perfect design, as shown by the Structure. 

Blessed. Figure of Speech Benedictio (App-6.). Not Beatitudo as in Psalms 144:15. 

the LORD. Hebrew. Jehovah. App-4. 

strength = rock, or fortress. Compare Deuteronomy 32:4. 1 Samuel 2:2; 2 Samuel 22:47. 2 Samuel 18:2, 2 Samuel 18:31, 2 Samuel 18:46; 2 Samuel 19:14; 2 Samuel 28:1; 2 Samuel 62:2, 2 Samuel 62:6. 

to war . . . to fight. Not merely generally, but specially in the case of Goliath (1Sa 17). See Title. 

Verse 2
goodness = lovingkindness. The Syriac reads "refuge". 

deliverer = liberator. Hebrew. paLatin Not the same word as in verses: Psalms 144:7, Psalms 144:10, Psalms 144:11. See notes below. 

trust = flee for refuge. Hebrew. hasah. App-69. 

my People: A special reading called Sevir (see App-34), and some other codices, with Aram, rind Syriac, read "peoples". Compare Psalms 18:47. 

under me. In some codices there is a marginal note: "under Him"; and this is read the text, in some codices. 

Verse 3
what . . . ? Figure of speech Erotesis. App-6. Compare Psalms 8:4. 

man. Hebrew. "adam. App-14. 

Greek. This word is read in some codices, with one early printed edition. 

man. Hebrew. "enosh. App-14. 

Verse 4
Man. Hebrew. "adam. App-14. 

Verse 6
Cast forth = Flash. Hebrew lighten lightnings. Figure of speech Polyptoton (App-6). See note on Genesis 26:28. 

arrows. Figure of speech Anthropopatheia. App-6. 

Verse 7
Send = Put forth. 

hand. Hebrew text reads "hands" (plural); but some codices, with one early printed edition, Aramaean, Septuagint, Syriac, and Vulgate, read "hand" (singular), which Authorized Version and Revised Version followed. 

Rid = snatch. Hebrew. pazah; same word as in Psalms 144:11, and "delivereth", Psalms 144:10. 

deliver = pluck, or rescue. Hebrew. nazal; same word as in Psalms 144:11, not the same as in verses: Psalms 144:2, Psalms 144:10. 

strange. Always means foreign, in Hebrew, as in early English. 

strange children = aliens. Hebrew = sons of the foreigner. 

Verse 8
speaketh. Compare Psalms 144:11; and note the words they speak in verses: Psalms 144:12-15. 

Verse 9
God. Hebrew. Elohim. App-4. 

Verse 10
delivereth = snatcheth; same word as "rid", verses: Psalms 7:11. 

David . . . sword; with special reference to Goliath"s sword in 1 Samuel 17:50, 1 Samuel 17:51. 

Verse 12
That = Who. Hebrew. "asher. Supply the Ellipsis thus: "Who [say] our sons are, &c. "All the words in italic type in verses: Psalms 144:12-15 - maybe omitted, or the Present Tense may be supplied throughout. The verb "say" or "saying" is very frequently to be thus understood. See note on Psalms 109:5. 

may be. Supply "Are" and omit "That". 

Verse 13
sheep = flocks. 

streets = open fields. Hebrew that which is outside the house. 

Verse 14
strong to labour = well laden. 

no breaking in = no invasion. 

nor going out = no captivity. 

Verse 15
Happy. See App-63. in such a case: i.e. holding the false view that happiness consists in outward prosperity. Compare Psalms 4:6, Psalms 4:7, and Psalms 146:3 and Psalms 146:5. 

Yea. Supply the Ellipsis (App-6), not as in Authorized Version and Revised Version, but [Yea, rather], or [Nay]. The last member (Yea, happy is that People, whose God

is the Lord.) being David"s own words; denying the vain and false words of the aliens (Psalms 144:8 and Psalms 144:12-15), and declaring the truth as to that in which real happiness consists. See note on Psalms 4:6, Psalms 4:7. 

145 Psalm 145 

Verse 1
Title. David"s [Psalm] of praise. No other Psalm so entitled. An Acrostic Psalm. See App-63. 

God. Hebrew. Elohim. App-4. 

name. See note on Psalms 20:1. 

Verse 3
the LORD. Hebrew. Jehovah. App-4. 

Verse 5
glorious, &c. Hebrew = the majesty of the glory of Thine honour. wondrous works = instances or examples of Thy wonders. Hebrew - words of Thy wonders. 

Verse 6
And men = And they. See Structure (4-7, above). 

terrible. See note on Psalms 111:9. 

Verse 7
abundantly utter = pour forth. 

Verse 8
gracious, &c. Compare Exodus 34:6, Exodus 34:7. 

of great mercy = great in lovingkindness, or grace. 

Verse 9
to all. Septuagint reads "to them that wait on Him". 

tender mercies = compassions. 

Verse 10
saints = favoured or beloved ones. Compare Psalms 16:10. 

Verse 11
power. Sing, of the Hebrew word "mighty acts" (Psalms 145:4). 

Verse 12
men. Hebrew. "adam (with Art.) = mankind. App-14. 

Verse 13
an everlasting kingdom = a kingdom for all ages. Looking backward (eternal, Psalms 77:5) as well as forward (everlasting, Psalms 77:7). These words, "Thy kingdom [O Christ] is an everlasting kingdom", were (up to 1893) to be seen on the wall of one of the largest Mosques in Damascus. Formerly it was a Temple of Rimmon. It was turned into the (Christian) Church of St. John the Baptist by Arcadius, later it was made into a Mosque by Caliph Walid I (705-717). It was destroyed by fire on Oct 14, 1893, and subsequently rebuilt. (Enc. Brit vol. 7, p. 785, Camb. (11th) edition.)

generations. Following this verse (13) the Primitive Text read: "Faithful is Jehovah in all His words And holy in all His works", the verse beginning with the missing letter (Nun) = Neeman (= faithful). It is found in some codices, with Septuagint, Syriac, Vulgate, Arabic, and Ethiopic Versions. The Structure (13-20, above) thus confirms the Ancient Versions. 

Verse 14
fall = are ready to fall. 

raiseth up. Occurs only here and Psalms 146:8. 

Verse 15
eyes of all wait. Figure of speech Prosopopoeia. App-6. 

Verse 16
Thou. This is emphatic in Sept, Syriac, and Vulgate. Compare Psalms 104:26. 

hand. Figure of speech Anthropopatheia. App-6. 

Verse 17
holy = gracious. 

Verse 18
nigh: i.e. nigh to help. Compare Psalms 34:18; Psalms 119:151. Deuteronomy 4:7. 

unto all. Note the Figure of speech Anadiplosis (App-6) in the repetition, "to all that call" (for emphasis). 

Verse 19
their cry: i.e. for help in distress. 

Verse 20
wicked = lawless. Hebrew. rasha. App-44. 

Verse 21
let all flesh = all flesh shall, as in Psalms 145:10; thus completing and perfecting the Structure above. 

all flesh. Figure of speech Synecdoche (of the Part), App-6, put for all men. 

holy. See note on Exodus 3:5. 

ever and ever. Many codices, with one early printed edition, here add: "And we will bless Jah: From henceforth even for ever, Praise ye Jah. "Compare Psalms 115:18. 

146 Psalm 146 

Verse 1
The first of the five "Hallelujah" Psalms concluding the whole book; each beginning and ending with this word. The first has GENESIS for its subject; the second, Exodus; the third, LEVITICUS the fourth, NUMBERS, and the fifth, DEUTERONOMY. See the Structure, p. 827, and notes below. 

Praise ye THE LORD = Hallelu-JAH. App-4. 

Praise. Figure of speech Apostrophe. App-6. 

the LORD. Hebrew. Jehovah. App-4. 

O my soul = O I myself (emphatic). Hebrew. nephesh. App-13. 

Verse 2
God. Hebrew. Elohim. App-4. 

Verse 3
trust = confidence. Hebrew. batah. App-69. 

man. Hebrew. "adam. App-14. 

no help = no salvation, or saving help. Compare Psalms 33:16; Psalms 60:11. 

Verse 4
His breath, &c. This verse occurs in the Apocrypha (1 Mace. Psalms 2:63); but why is it assumed that this verse is taken from the Book of Maccabees, instead of this verse in Maccabees being taken from this Psalm? 

breath = spirit. Hebrew. ruach. App-9. Not the same word as in Psalms 150:6. 

returneth. See Genesis 2:7; Genesis 3:19, and compare Ecclesiastes 12:7. Ecclesiastes 104:29. 

earth = ground, or dust. Hebrew. "adamah. Not "erez = the Earth. 

thoughts = purposes, or plans. 

Verse 5
Happy. The last of the twenty-seven Beatitudes in the Book of Psalms. See App-63. 

GOD. Hebrew El. App-4. 

of Jacob: i.e. the God who met Jacob (Genesis 28:13) when he had nothing (Genesis 32:10 and deserved nothing (but wrath, Genesis 27) and promised him everything. This title answers to the N.T. title "the Godof all grace" (1 Peter 5:10). Happy indeed are all they who have this God for their God. 

Whose. Supply the Ellipsis by repeating [Happy he] whose, &c. 

hope = expectation. 

Verse 6
made heaven, and earth. Another reference to Genesis 1. Compare Psalms 146:4. See notes on Genesis 14:19 and Deuteronomy 4:26. 

Verse 7
food. Hebrew bread. Put by Figure of speech Synecdoche (of Species), App-6, for food in general. 

the. No Art. in Hebrew 

Verse 9
strangers = aliens. 

relieveth. Plenty of saving "help" here. Compare the contrast with "man", (Psalms 146:3), "no help". 

wicked = lawless. Hebrew. rasha". 

Verse 10
for ever. Contrast Psalms 146:4. Compare Revelation 11:15. 

Zion. See App-68. 

147 Psalm 147 

Verse 1
The second of these five Hallelujah Psalms, the EXODUS Psalm. 

Praise ye THE LORD. Hebrew Hallelu-JAH. App-4. Not "inserted by mistake in verse Psalms 147:1 instead of in the title", but required here by the Structure. See the Structure. 

For. Not "come into the first line from the second by dittography", but an essential part of the second line, which is repeated by the Figure of speech Anadiplosis (App-6) in the third line. The first verse thus does contain two lines (beside the "Hallelujah") like all the other verses. 

God. Hebrew. Elohim. App-4. 

Verse 2
The LORD. Hebrew. Jehovah. App-4. 

doth build up Jerusalem = is Jerusalem"s builder (participle). No reference to post-exilic building. Compare Psalms 122:3. 

gathereth = will gather. 

outcasts = the driven away. 

Verse 4
stars . . . names. See App-12. Compare Isaiah 40:26. 

names. The reference is to the knowledge of the "names" in building up the nation of Israel. Compare verses: Psalms 147:2; Psalms 147:20 with Exodus 1:7-20; and verses: Psalms 15:19 with Exodus 20. 

Verse 5
our LORD. Hebrew. "Adonim. App-4. Compare Psalms 135:5. 

of great power = abounding in power. Compare Isaiah 40:26. 

Verse 6
the meek = meek or humble ones. Numbers 12:3. 

wicked = lawless. Hebrew. rasha. App-44. 

Verse 8
mountains. The Septuagint adds "and herb for the service of men". From thence it found its way into the Prayer Book Version. Compare Psalms 104:14. Here, the addition is out of place, as "man" is not introduced till Psalms 147:10. 

Verse 10
He taketh not. Some codices, with Septuagint, Syriac, and Vulgate, read "Nor taketh delight". 

man. Hebrew "ish. App-4. 

Verse 11
hope in His mercy = wait for His lovingkindness. 

Verse 12
Praise the LORD. Not the same word as in Psalms 147:1. Used only by David and Solomon. Zion. See App-68. Zion then still standing. 

Verse 13
children = sons. 

Verse 14
peace in thy borders = thy borders peace. 

Verse 15
commandment = sayings, or utterances. Hebrew. "imrah. See App-73. Compare Psalms 33:9; Psalms 107:20. 

Verse 18
word. Hebrew. dabar = the subject-matter of the articulate utterance (Psalms 147:16). See App-73. 

wind. Hebrew. ruach, App-9. 

Verse 19
word. Some codices, with Septuagint, Syriac, and Vulgate, read "word". Others read plural. 

Jacob . . . Israel. See notes on Genesis 32:28; Compare Psalms 43:6; Psalms 45:26, Psalms 45:28. 

Verse 20
not dealt so, &c. The reference is to Exo 20. Compare Deuteronomy 4:7, Deuteronomy 4:8; and see App-15. 

they have not known them. Septuagint and Vulg, read "He maketh not known to them". 

148 Psalm 148 

Verse 1
The third of the last five Hallelujah Psalms. The LEVITICUS Psalm. Compare Psalms 148:14 with Leviticus 10:3. 

Praise ye THE LORD. Hallelu-JAH. App-4. 

the LORD. Hebrew. Jehovah.with "eth = Jehovah Himself. App-4. 

heights. As in Job 16:19; Job 25:2. 

Verse 3
stars of light. Genitive of Origin (App-17.) = stars that give light = lightbearers, as in Genesis 1:14-16. 

Verse 6
which shall not pass: or, which [they] shall not pass. 

Verse 7
the earth. Note the change and see Structure above. 

dragons = sea monsters. 

Verse 8
wind. Hebrew. ruach. App-9. 

Verse 11
people = peoples. 

Verse 13
name. See note on Psalms 20:1. 

earth and heaven: i.e. combining the two subjects of Psalms 148:1 and Psalms 148:7. This order of these two words occurs only here and Genesis 2:4. Compare note on Deuteronomy 4:26. 

Verse 14
saints = favoured ones, or beloved. 

children = sons. 

near unto Him. The reference is to Leviticus and its leading thought. See Leviticus 10:3; Leviticus 21:21; and Compare Psalms 65:4. 

149 Psalm 149 

Verse 1
The fourth of the concluding five Hallelujah Psalms, answering to NUMBERS. Compare verses: Psalms 149:5-9 with Numbers 24:17-24. 

Praise ye THE LORD. Hebrew Hallelu-JAH. App-4. 

the LORD. Hebrew. Jehovah. App-4. 

congregation = assembly (in its military aspect). 

saints = favoured ones, or beloved, Psalms 149:5. 

Verse 2
Israel. Compare the Structure. 

children = sons. 

Zion. See App-68. 

Verse 3
In the Hebrew this verse is an Introversion:
them praise His name. 
the dance. 
the drum and harp. 
them sing praises unto Him. 

name. See note on Psalms 20:1. 

timbrel = drum. See note on Exodus 15:20. 

Verse 4
taketh pleasure. Compare Isaiah 54:7, Isaiah 54:8. 

Verse 5
in glory = "with [ascriptions of] glory". 

beds = couches. 

Verse 6
high praises = extollings. 

GOD. Hebrew El. App-4. 

Verse 7
heathen = nations. 

people = peoples. 

Verse 9
the judgment written. See Deuteronomy 32:40-43. Compare Isaiah 45:14. Ezekiel 25:14; Eze 38and Eze 39. Zec 14. The special reference is to Numbers 24:17-24. 

150 Psalm 150 

Verse 1
The fifth of the last five Hallelujah Psalms, answering to the great thought of DEUTERONOMY. Compare Psalms 150:2 with Deuteronomy 3:24, and Deuteronomy 32:43. 

Praise ye THE LORD. Hebrew Hallelu-JAH. App-4. 

GOD. Hebrew El. App-4. 

sanctuary. The earthly sanctuary and the heavenly: the lower being formed on the pattern of the higher. See Hebrews 8:5; Hebrews 9:23; and compare 1 Chronicles 28:13-13, 1 Chronicles 28:19. 

firmament: Hebrew = expanse (Genesis 1:6). 

Verse 2
for = in [the recital of] His mighty acts. 

mighty acts. Some codices, with Aram, and Syriac, read "His might". 

excellent = the abundance of His greatness or grandeur. 

Verse 3
the. No Art. in Hebrew text. 

Verse 4
timbrel = drum. See note on Exodus 15:20. 

organs = pipe, or reed (singular, never pl). 

Verse 6
breath. Hebrew. neshamah (see App-16): i.e. in contrast with material instruments. 

praise THE LORD. Hebrew. tehallel jah. 

Praise ye THE LORD. Hebrew. Halelujah, thus fitly closing the Book of Psalms. Compare the endings of the other four books; and see notes on p. 720. 

